When and How to Request a DoLS Authorisation or Part 8 Review - A Guide for Managing Authorities

If you're a care home or hospital (called a managing authority) and you're caring for someone who can’t make decisions about their care or where they live, and you're restricting their freedom to keep them safe, you may need to apply for a Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) authorisation.

🕒 When Should You Apply?
You must apply for DoLS if:
· You reasonably believe that a person lacks capacity to decide about staying in the care home or hospital and/or to consent to receiving care/treatment there.
· They are under continuous supervision and control.
· They cannot leave freely.
· Even if the person is not objecting to their care or placement, a DoLS authorisation may still be required. The key issue is whether their liberty is being restricted in a way that meets the legal definition of a deprivation of liberty. 
If these things are happening, you must submit a DoLS application as soon as possible to make sure the person’s rights are protected and the care is lawful.

📄 How to Apply
To complete a DoLS form 1, please click here:
👉 Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards Referral | Nottinghamshire County Council
Need help with the form?
👉 Guidance on how to complete the form



✅ Before You Submit
Make sure Nottinghamshire County Council is the Supervisory Body. This depends on the person’s ordinary residence - which means where they normally live, not necessarily where they are currently staying.
What is Ordinary Residence?
· If someone lives in Nottinghamshire and pays for their own care, Nottinghamshire County Council is usually the Supervisory Body.
· If the person’s care is funded by Nottinghamshire County Council, even if they live elsewhere, Nottinghamshire is still responsible.
· If the person is funded by the NHS, the relevant Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) may be responsible.
Examples:
· A person from Nottinghamshire placed in a care home in Derbyshire by Nottinghamshire County Council - Nottinghamshire is still the Supervisory Body.
· A person who moved to Nottinghamshire and pays for their own care - Nottinghamshire is the Supervisory Body.
· A person is placed in a care home in Nottinghamshire by a different local authority (e.g. Lincolnshire County Council) - Lincolnshire is the Supervisory Body.

🔄 When a DoLS authorisation is due to expire and a further assessment/authorisation is required
You do not need to submit a request for a further standard authorisation (DoLS Form 2), Nottinghamshire County Council’s process allows us to do this automatically.

Requesting a Review of the DoLS authorisation - DoLS Form 10 (Part 8 review request)
A Form 10 is used to request a formal review (a Part 8 Review) of an existing DoLS authorisation. This review helps ensure that the authorisation still meets the person’s needs and that their rights are being upheld.
🏥 When Should a Managing Authority Request a Review?
As a care home or hospital, you should consider requesting a review if:
· The person’s condition or circumstances have changed significantly.
· The person is now objecting to their care or placement.
· You believe the person may have regained capacity to make decisions about their care or residence.
· There are concerns that the DoLS criteria may no longer be met.
· A less restrictive option may now be available.
👥 Who Else Can Request a Review?
A review can also be requested by:
· The person who is subject to the DoLS authorisation.
· Their family, friends, or carers.
· An Advocate (such as an IMCA).
· Any professional involved in their care.
📧 How to Submit a Review Request
To request a review, complete a DoLS Form 10 and email it to:
referdols@nottscc.gov.uk 

📧 Other Forms
· DoLS Form 12 (Notification of Death) - please email these to:
referdols@nottscc.gov.uk 
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