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	Planning Application Reference 
	

	Planning Application Description
	Town Centre Master Plan

	Name of assessor and organisation
	Planning Policy & Public Health

	Date of assessment
	2025



	Assessment criteria
	Relevant? 
	Details/evidence
	Potential health impact?
	         Recommended amendments or enhancement actions to the proposal under consideration 

	1. Housing quality and design
Having suitable and sufficient housing is essential for health and wellness, notably for children and the elderly. Environmental conditions, excessive numbers of people living in one space, cleanliness within structures, as well as poorly designed urban locations, are known contributors to sickness, acknowledged since the inception of urban design. Additionally, the way a building is managed after it's built affects the welfare, unity, and psychological health of the community.
Details/evidence:
· The National Design Guide  
· RIBA Home for all Ages - Planning for the future with Age – friendly design
· Nottinghamshire Housing Strategy 2023-28
· Principles for building healthy neighbourhoods


	1. Does the proposal seek to address the housing needs of the wider community by requiring provision of variation of house type that will meet multigenerational needs i.e.  older or disabled people? 
[For example, does it meet all Lifetime Homes Standards and /or Building for a Healthy  Life etc?]
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	The Master Plan includes the development of housing within the city centre including the repurposing of existing sites and property for homes and accommodation. This positively includes reference to “new homes for families, young people and students as well as senior living” Also reference to supporting the local plan housing g policy objectives. There is no reference to housing for disabled people
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
[bookmark: Check6]|X| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	Consider viability and reference to accessible homes for disabled people in the housing mix.

	2.   Does the proposal promote development that will reduce energy requirements and living costs and ensure that homes are warm and dry in winter and cool in summer?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	No reference identified.
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
[bookmark: Check7]|X| Uncertain
	Make reference and consideration to climate change resilience in reference to the quality and design of homes intended in the town centre.

	2. Access to healthcare services and other social infrastructure
[bookmark: _Hlk173422172]Social infrastructure encompasses schools, healthcare facilities, social services, emergency responders, and community amenities like cultural centres and libraries. These are essential for creating strong, sustainable, and united communities with quality public services. Lifetime Neighbourhoods emphasize easy access to these facilities. The usage of local services depends on their proximity to homes, connectivity to transportation options, service quality, and building accessibility. Having access to high-quality education, healthcare, and community services significantly benefits physical health, while community involvement in service planning enhances mental wellbeing and promotes social unity.
Details/evidence: JSNA https://www.nottinghamshireinsight.org.uk/research-areas/jsna/cross-cutting-themes/community-centred-approaches-to-health-wellbeing-2024/
Age-friendly community domains  https://ageing-better.org.uk/age-friendly-communities/eight-domains

	3.   Does the proposal seek to retain, replace, or provide health and social care related infrastructure?

	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	The Plan includes reference to the develop of new office premises for the District Council and other public service providers. If is not clear if the need for, viability of and merits of health and social care with these proposals will or has been considered.         
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|X| Uncertain
	Make reference to consideration of options for increasing access to health and social care in the town centre.

	4.    Does the proposal address the proposed growth/ assess the impact on healthcare services?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	No specific mention.
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|X| Uncertain
	As above.

	5. Does the proposal explore/allow for opportunities for shared community use and co-location of services? 
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	 The Plan includes reference to the develop of new office premises for the District Council and other public service providers.
	[bookmark: Check4]|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	3. Access to open space and nature
         Ensuring secure, well connected, accessible and appealing open/green spaces can promote increased physical activity, which in turn may lower the occurrence of heart disease, stroke, and other health issues tied to sedentary work and high stress living. Evidence is accumulating that having parks, open spaces, and natural areas nearby that feel accessible, safe and that people are aware of and feel part of their community can aid in preserving or enhancing mental well-being. There is growing evidence around the impact of a lack of nature connectedness upon our health, and what is shaping our purpose for which we seek to connect with nature.  The exercise habits formed during childhood often influence adult behavior; currently, more children are lacking daily exercise, with rising instances of overweight and obese diagnoses. Providing fully accessible and inclusive play areas and facilities for community use or sports, such as sports fields, play areas, and natural settings, can stimulate regular physical activity. There's a notable link between the possible use of an open space, how much it is valued, and how often it's used for exercise, socializing, or unwinding.
Details/evidence:
20-Minute Neighbourhoods – Creating Healthier, Active, Prosperous Communities:
Asset-based approaches – including asset mapping and asset-based community development (ABCD).
Example: South Nottinghamshire Place based Partnership Integrated Neighbourhood Working well
Sport England Active Design
Natural England Green Infrastructure Mapping Guide 
Natural England The Nature Connection Handbook

	6.    Does the proposal seek to retain and enhance existing and provide new open and natural spaces to support healthy living and physical activity?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No


	Included in the Greening Policy theme.
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	7.     Does the proposal promote links between open and natural spaces and areas of residence, employment, and commerce?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No
|_| 

	As above
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	8.    Does the proposal seek to ensure that open and natural spaces are welcoming, safe, and accessible to all?

	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No
	Accessibility to these spaces is identified in public realm and Movement considerations.
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	9.     Does the proposal seek to provide a range of play spaces for children and young people (e.g. play pitches, play areas etc.) including provision for those that are disabled?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No


	Yes, opportunities for urban play are a consideration in the Plan and specific site considerations.
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	4. Air quality, noise, and neighbourhood amenity
The condition of the surrounding environment plays a critical role in influencing both physical and mental well-being. The pollutants generated from building projects, vehicular movement, and business operations can lead to compromised air quality, disruptive noise, and structural vibrations. There's a known correlation between suboptimal air conditions and chronic respiratory illnesses (like chronic bronchitis or emphysema), cardiac issues, as well as increased asthma rates in children. Additionally, noise pollution can adversely affect health by causing sleep disruptions, cardiovascular stress, and psychophysiological problems. Through carefully  considered urban design and positive planning, the negative effects of noise, air and other pollutants can be mitigated.
Detail Evidence: Air Quality Strategy for Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 2020 - 2030

	10.   Does the proposal seek to minimise construction impacts such as dust, noise, vibration, and odours?
	|_| Yes
|_| Partial
[bookmark: Check3]|X| No

	Assume this would be covered by relevant local plan policies.
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|X| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	11. Does the proposal seek to minimise air pollution caused by traffic and employment/ commercial facilities?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Yes, the Plan proposes significant changes to   the transport infrastructure, prioritising active and sustainable travel and transport over more polluting vehicles. However, the changes for commercial service vehicles are less certain and may offset the benefits to these changes. There is reference to More sustainable deliveries and servicing could be delivered through click and collection points and local delivery hubs in appropriate locations to better support local businesses.
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|X| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	Firm up the commitment to reducing pollution from commercial and staff vehicles through innovative approaches so that pollution from these modes of transport do not offset benefit from changes to sustainable and active travel.

	12. Does the proposal seek to minimise noise pollution caused by traffic and employment/ commercial facilities?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	There is no reference to consideration of noise pollution which could be significant in town centre developments combing commercial, public sector and homes in relatively dense proximity.
	|_| Positive
[bookmark: Check5]|X| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	Make reference to consideration of noise implication for residents in the town centre and the need to consider and mitigate in development.

	5. Accessibility and active transport
Easy, convenient and safe access to various services and amenities reduces the necessity for travel by car and enhances the chances for community engagement and enjoyment of our environment. When each step of the active travel journey is considered, such as secure bicycle parking and signage, people are much more likely to actively travel. Structures and areas designed for accessibility and security promote inclusion, allowing individuals such as the older adults and those living  with disabilities or long-term health conditions to make use of them. How an environment looks and feels, including the amount of natural spaces, influences whether we chose to active travel. Limiting reliance on automobiles and promoting forms of active transportation like walking, wheeling and biking can boost physical exercise, aiding in the prevention of chronic illnesses, decreasing early mortality risks, creating more engagement between people and bettering mental wellbeing.
Detail Evidence: 
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan - https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/5081421/d2n2localcyclingandwalkinginfrastructureplan.pdf
Nottinghamhire and Derbyshire Active Partnership Trust: Walk: Notts Report for Rapid Health Impact Assessment
Nottinghamshire Highway Design Guide - https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/highway-design-guide
DfT Gear Change A Bold Vision for Cycling and Walking - https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f1f59458fa8f53d39c0def9/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf



	13. Does the proposal prioritise and encourage walking (such as through shared spaces) connecting to local walking networks?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Yes, the Plan proposes significant changes to the transport infrastructure, prioritising active and sustainable travel and transport over more polluting vehicles.
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	14.    Does the proposal prioritise and promote cycling by providing secure bicycle parking, workplace shower facilities, and dedicated cycle lanes that connect to local and strategic bicycle networks?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	The Movement framework proposes positive changes for cycling and walking. There is no   clear commitment for development of cycling lanes. The Plan majors on “Parking” for car and other more vehicles. There is reference to “Well located, safe and secure parking for cycles should also be considered.”
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|X| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	[bookmark: _Hlk88141463]The plan should make a more definite commitment for improved cycle lanes, parking and security to ensure the safety as well and the accessibility of cyclists. 
The “Parking” section should be called “Car parking or motor vehicle parking”. The reference to cycle parking in the document should be prioritised.

	15. Does the proposal support traffic management and calming measures to help reduce and minimise road injuries? 
	|_| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Yes, the Plan makes reference to several specific changes to road junctions etc. 

	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	16. Does the proposal promote accessible buildings and places to enable access to people with mobility problems or a disability? 

	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	This does not seem to be a prominent consideration.
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|X| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	[bookmark: _Hlk88141524]Ensure that there is specific reference to and consideration of accessibility to buildings and places by people with mobility problems and disability in all relevant sections of the Masterplan.

	6. Crime reduction and community safety
Careful urban planning and design that encourages visibility and community engagement can lower crime rates and the fear associated with crime, positively affecting residents' mental health. Beyond the direct physical and psychological effects of experiencing crime, individuals may also face lasting health issues, such as disability, repeated victimization, and social withdrawal due to fear. Involving the community in development plans can help alleviate these fears and concerns. People are much more likely to actively travel within neighbourhoods that they can navigate with ease and where they have positive interactions with others.
              Details/evidence: The National Design Guide  
              Design out Crime -  https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/fileadmin/uploads/dc/Documents/designersGuide_digital_0_0.pdf

	17. Does the proposal create environments & buildings that make people feel safe, secure, and free from crime?

	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No
	Consideration of safety is built into the plan.
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	7. Access to healthy food
Consuming healthy, nutritious food contributes to a better diet and reduces the risk of obesity-related chronic illnesses. Low-income individuals, including young families and the elderly, can struggle to find nutritious options and are more exposed to foods high in salt, oil, dense fats, and sugar. Increasing the availability of locally sourced, healthy foods and reducing the prevalence of fast-food outlets can positively influence dietary habits and enhance overall physical and mental well-being.
Details/evidence: Nottinghamshire Sustainable Food Network and Nottinghamshire Food Charter
Food Insecurity (2024) - Nottinghamshire Insight 
Hot Food Takeaways: Planning a route to healthier communities | Sustain (sustainweb.org)
GOOD POLICY FOR GOOD FOOD A toolbox of local authority food policy levers 2024 – Policy lever 15 – Planning Advice Notes and Policy lever 1 Sustainability Checklist for planning applications.

	18.  Does the proposal support the retention and creation of food growing areas, allotments, and community gardens in order to support a healthy diet and physical activity?  
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Strategic drivers to implement local change   e.g. The new local plan, Committing to Healthy change Report.
Health, Innovation and Sustainability section Land uses: opportunities exist within the expanding sector of more informal food and beverage such as market halls and pop-up dining. Food and drink markets or makers market
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	19.  Does the proposal seek to restrict the development of hot food takeaways in specific areas?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Section Changes to Use Class Order Amendments included revoking Parts A and D including A4/A5) have now become sui generis uses A sui generis use may make it harder for takeaway operator clients to find premises given that any new tenant at the end of the term would need a change of use permission
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	8. Access to work and training 
Good quality jobs and stable employment is one of the vital building blocks of a healthy life and healthy society. Decent work with adequate income is proven to benefit both physical and mental health in many ways, such as, providing a routine, sense of identity and purpose, and reducing isolation, loneliness, and financial stress. It is well researched that those in good, stable employment live more years in good health than those who are unemployed, with unemployed people being 5 times more likely to have poor health than people with jobs. Both employment and training can promote and support recovery from a range of physical and mental health conditions. 
Details/evidence: 
The Employment and Skills Framework 
Health and Work JSNA Chapter: https://nottinghamshireinsight.org.uk/research-areas/jsna/cross-cutting-themes/health-and-work-2024/


	20. Does the proposal seek to provide new employment opportunities and encourage local employment and training?

	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Reference to `The Framework’ in the Master Plan – a place for innovation and education. In addition to Public Realm sections. 
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	No comment

	9. Social cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods
Having friends and a supportive community can lessen depression, reduce chronic disease, and quicken healing while also enhancing overall well-being. However, the breakdown of social bonds can create isolated communities divided by wealth, age, or ethnicity, leading to insecurity and reduced community unity. Supported voluntary and community organizations can combat this isolation by fostering connections for those estranged and engaging in interactions that benefit mental health. Lifetime Neighbourhoods extend the design principles of Lifetime Homes to promote spaces accessible and enjoyable for everyone, irrespective of age or ability.
Details/evidence: 
Nottinghamshire Insight Joint Needs Assessment (JSNA) Housing
Housing Strategy 2024-2029: Creating healthy & sustainable places, promoting independent living, and supporting those in housing need.
National Planning Policy Framework 2024 Chapter 10 Supporting high quality communications
Bassetlaw Local Plan 2020-2038: Policy ST55 Digital Infrastructure.


	21. Does the proposal connect with existing communities where the layout and movement avoid physical barriers and severance and encourages social interaction? 
[For example, does it address the components of Lifetime Neighbourhoods?]
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Section Public Realm 
Section Land uses:  Residential 3:48
opportunity to use the residential sector as a driver of additional activity, development and repurposing of areas that are vacant and underutilised. The possibility of a mix of types of development including senior living, private rented, student, affordable and market should be developed.
	|_| Positive
|_| Negative
|X| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	Seems quite vague there is a need for firmer reference/consideration for all ages   to reflect lifetime Neighbourhood design
RIBA Home for all Ages - Planning for the future with Age – friendly design

	22. Digital and technology Issues for consideration: Does the proposal adequately provide internet and broadband access delivered and upgraded overtime from multiple providers?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Health, Innovation and Sustainability section reference to integrated digital network.
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	10. Minimising the use of resources
Reducing or minimising waste including disposal, processes for construction as well as encouraging recycling at all levels can improve human health directly and indirectly by minimising environment impact, such as air pollution.
Details/evidence: Nottinghamshire Waste Local Plan https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/waste-development-plan/adopted-waste-local-plan
Note this is being replaced by a new Nottinghamshire Waste Local Plan.

	23. Does the proposal seek to incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques?

	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No
	Greening Policy theme: the masterplan seeks to green the town centre by providing opportunities for nature, biodiversity, and also sustainable drainage. Strong urban design principles have informed the masterplan principles and masterplan to ensure it provides a framework for safe and attractive spaces which respond to and reflect their context
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	11. Climate change
The planning system is at the forefront of both trying to reduce carbon emissions and to adapt urban environments to cope with higher temperatures, more uncertain rainfall, and more extreme weather events and their impacts such as flooding. Poorly designed homes can lead to fuel poverty in winter and overheating in summer, contributing to excess winter and summer deaths. Developments that take advantage of sunlight, tree planting and accessible green/brown roofs have the potential to contribute towards the mental wellbeing of residents, as well as their physical wellbeing. Biodiversity Net Gain is an approach to development, land, and marine management that aims to leave biodiversity in a better state than before the development took place. In the future, most developments will be required to achieve a minimum of 10% Biodiversity Net Gain. When wildlife is included in the design of a development, it can benefit the local community, especially in terms of health and wellbeing.
Details/evidence: Nottinghamshire County Council’s Net Zero Framework
Meet biodiversity net gain requirements: steps for developers - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
 Nottinghamshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)

	24. Does the proposal incorporate climate change mitigation measure such as renewable energy infrastructure and energy efficiency features? 
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	Associated strategic policy outlined in new Local Development Plan
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	25. Does the proposal incorporate climate change adaption features such as buildings and public spaces that are designed to respond to adverse winter and summer temperatures i.e. ventilation, shading and landscaping?
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No
	As above. 
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	26.   Does the proposal maintain or enhance biodiversity and net gain
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	As above. 
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	12. [bookmark: _Hlk175315045]Health inequalities- Building Blocks of Health to help Communities Thrive 
Where people live in Nottinghamshire can shape their health and how long they can expect to live. Those in less advantaged areas can live 7.5 years shorter and spend 14 more years in ill-health. Disparities among neighbourhoods can influence important factors from air quality to local goods availability and can limit people’s opportunity to live healthy lives. For everyone to thrive, we need all the right building blocks in place: including clean air, stable jobs, good pay, access to nutritious food, quality housing and education, and connections with family and friends. Right now, in some communities in Nottinghamshire, some of these blocks are missing. The completion of this health impact assessment is an opportunity to better understand and take action to address these gaps. 
              Details/evidence: 
              Key Facts Nottinghamshire – Nottinghamshire Insight 
              How to talk about the building blocks of health | The Health Foundation
Local Health profiles link

	27.   Does the proposal consider health inequalities and encourage engagement by priority communities and consider Protected Characteristics?       
	|X| Yes
|_| Partial
|_| No

	The new local plan, Committing to Healthy 
Change Report
	|X| Positive
|_| Negative
|_| Neutral
|_| Uncertain
	

	Any other comments
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