Nottinghamshire County Council SACRE Meeting 
Thursday 13 November 2025
Hindu Centre 215 Carlton Road Nottingham NG3 2FX
SACRE meeting 6.00 – 8.30 pm
	Present
	Representing

	Ambrish Tiwari
	D Sanatana Dharma (Hindu faith)

	Bethan Inglis
	C Secondary Teacher

	Bryony Charnock-Walmsley
	NCC

	Cllr Hana John
	A Council

	Cllr Rory Green
	A Council

	Craig Moxham
	B Church of England

	Dennis Hill
	D Church of Latter-Day Saints

	Gemma Pettifor
	D A0G

	Godfrey Nix
	D Ba’hai

	Graham Jennings
	D United Reformed Church

	Gurjeet Singh
	D Sikh

	Ian Coles
	C Primary Teacher

	Ian Young
	D Salvation Army

	Jon Hoover
	C Secondary Teacher

	Kate Charlesworth
	B Church of England

	Mary Moran
	C Secondary Teacher

	Mike Follen
	C NAHT

	Naomi Posner
	D Jewish Faith

	Sally MacDonald
	secretary

	Sara Klapkowski
	B Church of England

	Yousaf Arif
	D Muslim

	Payal Sood
	Observer from Hindu Temple


1   Welcome and Introductions
After light refreshments and group meetings we had a very interesting presentation from Ambrish, who is a representative of the Hindu Centre, and Payal Sood, who is the Vice Chair at the Hindu Temple: “Hindu Community Centre: Together We Serve”. Payal is also a member of the advisory group to the police. History of the Hindu Temple was shared – origins and evolution from 1970. This temple is unique in the country in that it embraces two faiths of Hinduism. The centre is involved in charitable activities and crisis response. They support a number of community engagement programmes. 

Ian Young joining us to represent The Salvation Army, and Yousaf Arif representing The Muslim community. - our two new councillors: Chair Cllr. Hana John and Cllr. Rory Green. Jason Mahon-Riley, our new Methodist Rep, on parental leave at present but will be joining us in the spring. Cllr John invited all the members present to introduce themselves.

2 Apologies and Membership
Cllr Richard Darrington. Will Richardosn, Megan Brooksby and Val Jones. 

Anne Lumb has retired. Simon Folds has resigned. Thanks to Anne Lumb for her contribution to SACRE for many years especially the writing of the last syllabus. Letters from the Quakers – recorded thanks for their past contribution and an invitation to them should they want to become members again.  Thanks to Simon. 

*John Hoover invited to speak. This is his last mtg and has come to say goodbye. His colleague Ian Hutchings at Nott University he hopes will join the group. John talked about the course changes at the university. Still offering Theology and RE courses at Notts Uni. Sally M offered for SACRE to write a letter in support of the university courses. John to liaise with Sally M to progress this. 
3 Minutes of previous meeting agreed to be a true record.
4 Vice-chair election
Agreed to be kept for 2 years, all voted in favour of keeping Craig Moxon for one more year.
5 Matters arising
Guidance for hosting a SACRE meeting has been updated and shared. 
6 Constitution Document
Sally M outlined the changes. Para 4 swopping names from A to D. Aligned with work with City and NASCRE. 3 reps from Education for democratic services. Para 8 – Chair will be a cabinet member with responsibility for Education. 

Graham raised question about the status of a faith group with the changes to the groups. Membership of former group D could the wording of the constitution be altered to accommodate the representatives rather than change the wording every time. It would negate the need for council approvement. He noted the responses/requests from previous years and faiths. Sally M responded by stating that it is based on census information and so proportionate. Ian spoke in favour of keeping it as a written constitution. Sally suggested using NASCRE wording. Gemma added about the need to be quorate. Craig suggested that SACRE itself keep the list rather than the need for the council to approve. Para 15.1 Graham stated that to be quorate 6 persons would be needed. He sought clarification regarding the order of 10 and 10.1 to address potential confusion.
Voting:

 a representative from each group vote in favour of changes made to groups, 


-paragraph 4 swap the names of Group A and D in line with all other SACRE groups?  All in favour

-paragraphs 4 change to the description of the county council representative? All in favour

-paragraph 7 change to the description of the chair? All in favour


-paragraph 8 change to electing our vice-chair biannually. All in favour
7 Monitoring
Ofsted Review Document - Graham thanked Sally for compiling the RE information regarding Ofsted inspections. 
Comments made regarding to GCSE results. Proposal for Sally M to send letters of congratulations for impressive results to identified school. Sally M asked Cllr John to sign the letters before they are sent out. Graham suggested acknowledgements for schools who have made significant progress. Sally M asked Bryony if the data would be possible to know. Bryony said progress from previous year would be easily accessible. The group agreed that such letters be sent and again signed by Cllr John. 

8 Draft Annual SACRE Report 2024/25
Vote of thanks to Sally for compiling the report.
Pt 2 CPD LA support in evidence for primary, no network for Secondaries. Most academies meet as Subject Leaders across their schools.

Vote in favour of accepting the report and commending it to the CC.

9 Review and update of SACRE Effectiveness/Development Plan 2021 to 2026
Sally noted the only change was to add keeping SACRE’s social media profile active.
10 SACRE budget update
Cllr Green pt 6.4, inner surplus is then returned to the pot of funding at CC schools, £12,000.00, surplus is not carried over. Cllr Green sought clarification about the usage of the £12,000.00 which was explained by Sally M.  Gemma noted that NASACRE had provided information about the spending of funding. Cllr John requested that potential avenues of grants and funding be sent to her.  Sally M talked about possible usage of the monies for competitions. Gemma suggested that Debbie Yeomans from RE hubs be invited to attend a mtg to inform SACRE about funding possibilities. Sally noted that the new syllabus is high priority.  Bryony suggested that new projects be delayed till after the new syllabus is realised.  A suggestion from Bethan Inglis for using some monies to help with the launch of the new syllabus to support teachers.
11 Agree Syllabus for 2026 – update and plans 
Next working party will meet at the beginning of December.  Cllr John paid tribute to Lat Blaylock and the working party for the work they are doing on the syllabus, and to the school who hosted the mtg she attended earlier this term.  Mary Moran added praise for Lat.  A request made from the Sikh representative Gurjeet Singh to join the working party.  Sally welcomed this and will provide further information.
Sally M spoke about the Curriculum Assessment Review. Ian spoke about the content of the Review focusing on RE. Recommendation that RE is moved to the National Curriculum. Staged reform summarised by Ian. SACREs were noted in the review to stay but likely to be some changes. Timeframe noted as being potentially ambitious. Consensus for the content of the national curriculum for RE will be potentially challenging. Craig raised a question about RE ‘imposed’ in church schools and the impact on VA schools.

12 Nottingham University, NTU, SACRE, Collaboratory Research project 2025/26
Tim Hutchings successfully bid for funding - 30th Nov deadline –for a placement for a researcher to research RE and WV subjects and develop materials that would support the new syllabus. Sally will be a community supervisor along with Tim Hutchings and lecturer from NTU as academic supervisors. This should result in materials being ready in summer term 2026.
13 Local & National Developments
Graham provided an update for RS resources, following the retirement of Rev. Ken Johnson, Derby Open Centre will provide faith experiences.  The RS centre still can loan books and artefacts to schools but these have to be collected by teachers which is difficult for some – only 3 subscribers this year. SM asked how we could support the RE centre further.  Graham didn’t feel there was anything further that could be done.  Sally thanked Graham for promoting the RS resources.

Interfaith week was a well-attended event, hoping further interfaith collaboration will ensue.
Any photos etc for interfaith week activities welcomed by Sally. 

Sally M signposted the paper re the changes to LA organisation on the horizon.
14 Local Faith and world views groups news and events

None raised.

Future SACRE meetings:
24 March 2026 Joint meeting with City SACRE – Minster School
13 July 2026 St Andrew’s C of E Primary Skegby.
17 June 2026 Launch of the new syllabus – Eastwood Hall (all day event)

