
Nottinghamshire County Council Joint SACRE Meeting 
24 March 2026 

The Minster School Southwell

6pm – 7.30pm
  
	Present
	Representing

	Bryony Charnock-Walmsley
	NCC

	Cllr Simon Wright
	D Council

	Cllr Rory Green
	D Council

	Craig Moxham
	B Church of England

	Denis Hill
	A Church of Latter Day Saints

	Gemma Pettifor
	A AoG

	Graham Jennings
	A United Reformed Church

	Godfrey Nix
	A Ba’hai

	Gurjeet Singh
	A Sikh

	Kate Charlesworth
	B Church of England

	Louisa Newton
	B Church of England

	Mary Moran
	C Secondary Teacher

	Megan Brooksby
	B Church of England

	Pearl Day
	C NAHT

	Sally MacDonald
	Secretary

	Val Jones
	NCC/minuter


1. Welcome and introduction
Craig as vice chair welcomed everyone and used the introduction from the syllabus to begin the meeting.  Cllr Simon Wright is the new chair for County SACRE and will be chairing from the next meeting.  Craig gave thanks to the city SACRE chair and to Sally and Heidi. Lat said without the  working party group‘s local knowledge the syllabus would be fainter and less flavoursome.
2. Apologies & Membership
Kath gave city SACRE apologies, county SACRE received apologies from Bethan Inglis, Cllr Darrington, Ian Coles, Ian Young, Mike Follen, Naomi Posner, Yousaf Arif.
Vacancies in county SACRE are group A Faith reps; Baptist, Buddhist, Roman Catholic, Pagan.  Group C Education NASUWT or NEU rep.  
3. Membership updates/confirm quoracy
Sally confirmed new members of Nottinghamshire SACRE Cllr Simon Wright and Fr Jason McMahon-Riley, Louise Newton from Southwell Diocese who is also part of city SACRE, taking over from Dr Anne Lumb. Sally and Heidi confirmed the meeting as quorate.
4. Conflicts of interest
No conflicts noted.
5. Agreement to Establish Joint Agreed Syllabus Conference
Confirmations received 25.02.2026 from JASC, City SACRE all agreed.
AGREED SYLLABUS CONFERENCE (acs):  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE & NOTTINGHAM CITY

1. The purpose of our meeting:

For the Agreed Syllabus Conference to consider the recommendations of the Joint Working Group regarding the Agreed Syllabus for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham City.

2.  A New Agreed Syllabus for Nottingham and Nottinghamshire.

 Lat gave a presentation of the New Agreed Syllabus talking through some of the revisions and new parts of the syllabus.  England is quite unique in religious leaders coming together to agree a syllabus, we have had visitors from other countries enquiring how we as SACREs do this.  Teachers wanted strong continuity so we have done that.  We have benefitted hugely from all the different faith inputs.  The Pupil Voice survey for 7-17 year olds received over 700 replies which gave a good insight of the views of our children.  The contents page gives us a guideline of the syllabus. The syllabus provides a worldview approach, not everyone has a religion but everyone has a worldview.  There is a new section on ways of knowing:  the main methods by which religions and worldviews are studied.  There is a new progression model.  There are 12 half termly unit page plans, one reason the syllabus is 120 pages.  New ideas for core KS4 RE.  New assessment guidance, tracking of 6 ‘Gold Threads’ for progression, sequencing and achievement.  There is a much better SEND & RE section.   Prof Linda Woodhead is referred to in year 8 study plan – more ways for secondary pupils to learn and progress. Increased space for the Jewish and Muslim faiths.  10 examples of unit titles.    We are hoping to have fine teachers making fine use of a fine syllabus. The resources website will be updated.  We need to decide on which of 3 title options is to be used. The motion is to agree the draft syllabus for RE for the city and county as presented and amended to the Joint Agreed Syllabus Conference on 24th March 2026.  Then the Syllabus will be referred to the LAs for approval, publication, launch and implementation.   Any amendments please respond to Lat directly for consideration.  Graham mentioned on page 8 regarding statutory requirements, can we include chair of governors as well as headteachers as contacts for parents?  Also page 66 refers to faith in action KS2 unit from the previous syllabus.  We previously received a grant from NASACRE to produce work highlighting work in the community.  Could we reference this in the new syllabus?  Rory said the syllabus is really brilliant but wonders if we can expand on the language used, tolerance is a profound area to explore. Opportunity to help young people with dialogue and inclusion, particularly with current events. Bryony doesn’t like the word tolerance, it denotes a putting up with, would appreciate better wording, agrees totally with everything else Rory has said.  Lat said tolerance word is part of British Values statement. City Director of Education agreed that the word tolerance is not a good word, we need to give out to teachers and pupils a road map, look for misconceptions, provide a scaffold for teachers, the balance has to be right.   Lat will offer guidance papers to clarify why the syllabus is as it is and will produce it ready for the launch.
3.   Heidi said hopefully all have read the syllabus and had chance to contribute, raise issues, can we move to our separate SACREs now to vote.  10 minutes provided to consider and vote.  

4.   It was unanimously agreed to adopt the new syllabus.  Congratulations to Lat and the working party for all their input and hard work.   Request by Sally not to share the syllabus as it hasn’t yet been adopted and not finalised.
5.   The vote on the title showed option 2 was the favourite.  The title options came from the working group.

6.   The Introduction to the syllabus and launch is on 17th June at Eastwood Hall. If you haven’t already booked here is the link;

https://em-edsupport.org.uk/Event/268413
7. Collaboratory project with University of Nottingham update

Sally said we have funding for Alice Thomas head of RE in Warwickshire to do some research in April under Tim’s supervision.  Alice will be asking for news and helping to create resources.
Nottinghamshire County SACRE meeting
Craig introduced Cllr Simon Wright to the meeting as he will be chair at the next meeting.   Simon gave an introduction to himself.  He is councillor for Education and SEND, something he is passionate about having a 32 year old son with special needs.  He wants to be a voice for parents and doesn’t want to have a stuffy council image.  He wants to know how councillors can help. He sees from a parent’s perspective and he is open to new ideas.  He asks the group to feel free to contact him personally and recently gave £775 to his local church and committed to doing more for residents in the county.
1.    Minutes from 13th November considered for approval
Graham noted item 2 addition where Jon Hoover talked about RE course changes, they are not able to offer single honours on Theology but as a joint honours on Theology.
ACTION minutes to be amended.

2. Matters arising from 1 November meeting
Item 7 letters were signed by Cllr John and emailed out to schools. West Bridgford sent their thanks and appreciation for the letter.  Redhill also very grateful for the letter.  Mary from Rushcliffe said they didn’t receive the letter.  Graham said if we do this again it should be sent to the heads of RE, the Headteacher and chair of governors. Craig asked that we do send letters out again.
Sally said we used more of the budget allocation this year, including paying competition money. It was agreed it was very beneficial to receive the budget report from Sally.  

Noted that Gurjeet joined the working party as Sikh representative.

Next meeting will be at St Andrew’s Skegby thanks to Sara for arranging. Graham asked Sally if we have further joint meetings as tonight’s meeting was very beneficial.  It was noted that were we to invite Debbie Yeomans from East Midlands RE hubs a joint meeting would be particularly useful. Sally reminded members that Heidi and she had tried to organise joint training with Debbie Yeomans but that the numbers responding had not been enough to allow the training to happen.  It was agreed that this may be something to look at again in the future.  The Syllabus is not going to be sold this time, free to city and county schools.

City Chair thanked everyone for all the hard work on the syllabus, a great result.  Sally thanked Heidi for all her hard work also and congratulations on her retirement this week.

Meeting closed 7.30pm

