
 

 
 
PROPOSAL FOR ALTERATION OF AGE RANGE OF AN EXISTING SCHOOL 

 
 
Based on Department for Education statutory guidance: 

 
‘Making significant changes (‘prescribed alterations’) to maintained schools: 
Statutory guidance for proposers and decision makers’, DfE, October 2018 

                         
                   DfE, Making significant changes (‘prescribed alterations’) to maintained schools,Oct. 2018.pdf 

 

Statutory proposal for alteration of age range 

Contact details in respect of a Local Authority proposal.  

School and Authority details: 

1. The name, address and category of the school affected: 

 

 

• East Markham Primary School, 
Askham Road,  
East Markham, 
Newark, 
NG22 ORG 
 
01777870439 / office@eastmarkham.notts.sch.uk 
 

 

• Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
County Hall, 
West Bridgford, 
Nottingham NG2 7QP 
 
Jonathan Smith (Senior Place Planning Officer) 

0115 9772497 / place.planning@nottscc.gov.uk 

 

               Implementation: 

2. It is proposed that:  

 

 
The age range at East Markham Primary School be lowered to 3 – 11 years 
from the existing 5 – 11 years. This would enable the school to offer a 
Foundation 1 Early Years provision. 
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Reason for change: 

 

For the past 14 years, a nursery provision has been offered on the school site 
by an external, committee-run provider, Pippins. They lease an area of the 
school on the 5 working school days from 7.45am - 6.00pm during term time 
only. They also offer wraparound care during these hours. There is a high 
demand for the setting from parents/carers of the school community and there 
is a daily average of 20 children attending nursery settings. The school 
Governing Body has now been informed that the Pippins setting will close 
before the start of the 2022/23 academic year. With the closure of Pippins, 
there is no other preschool setting in the village of East Markham or smaller 
local villages. 
 
Opening a school-run nursery class would ensure that the school meets the 
needs of the local community, families, and children. It would offer provision of 
an early years education, ensuring a consistent setting and approach to 
learning for the youngest children, which would support the government’s 
policy of providing early years education for children through a secure, 
stimulating and high-quality early years nursery setting.  
 
This would complement existing provision in the Reception class, as local 
children could attend the nursery and then successfully transition into statutory 
education at age 4/5. Learning opportunities would be maximised across the 
early years for children from 3 to 5 years of age. Preschool sessions would be 
offered to a maximum of 29 places (per half day session), while wraparound 
care would also be available at school through Breakfast and After School 
Clubs. 

               Pupil numbers and admissions:  
 

Pupil numbers: 
 
The maximum number of children who will be able to access a place at the 
nursery will be 29 as per the statutory requirements in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage.  
 
Admissions: 
 
The current admissions arrangements of East Markham Primary School will 
not be affected by this proposal. 

Displaced pupils: 
 

There will be no pupils displaced by this proposal. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Impact on the community: 

 

The school governing body has approved this proposal. It carried out a public 
consultation in which 90% of the 31 responses received agreed that the age 
range at East Markham Primary School be lowered in order that the school be 
able to provide its own early years provision. 
 
Children and families of 3- & 4-year-olds will have access to early years 
childcare and education in their own locality. They will not need to travel to an 
alternative provider out of the area to access their free entitlement place.  

Travel: 

No alteration to existing travel arrangements will be caused by this proposal as 
it is expected that existing families using current Pippins Pre-School will 
continue to use the new F1 provision at East Markham Primary School. 

 

At the end of this document there is a Consultation Response Form.  

If you wish to respond to the consultation on this proposal, please send written comments 
to: 

 
• The Corporate Director of Children and Families,  

(for the attention of Jonathan S. Smith),  
Education, Learning and Skills,  
County Hall, West Bridgford,  
Nottingham, NG2 7QP  
 
or by email to  place.planning@nottscc.gov.uk 

 

 

• Comments may also be submitted online at Nottinghamshire County Council - Citizen Space 
(see View our consultations) 
 
 
 
To be received no later than 23:59 hrs on Friday 24 June. 
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