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Providing more positive opportunities 
for Nottinghamshire’s young people



Access many of the most popular
Council services whilst on the move

with our MyNotts app.

50,209 
tonnes of household
waste recycled or composted 
from our recycling centres

Around

900 
hot meals delivered daily to
people across the county

3,946
births registered in 
Nottinghamshire

More than

70
runs by the Council’s 
gritting teams

£

£1,677,098
awarded to 148
community groups
and organisations

2,646 
meals provided to
eligible children during
the school holidays

2,395
residents
received help to
stop smoking

Just some of the services 
we provided last year

Welcome
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It’s fair to say that 2023 is proving to be a challenging 

year for all of us but is one I am determined will see us 

all work together to make Nottinghamshire a better 

place to live, work and visit.

I am acutely aware that times have been 
tough for our local communities and 
cost of living pressures have tightened 
purse strings.

These economic challenges have also 
a� ected us as a council, which has 
meant we have had to look closely at 
how we can deliver high quality public 
services even more e�  ciently.

However, we are determined to deliver 
on our Nottinghamshire Plan ambition 
for a ‘healthy, prosperous, and greener 
Nottinghamshire’. We are working 
tirelessly to deliver on the priorities I set 
out when I was elected Leader nearly 
two years ago, to breathe new life into 
the county’s economy. 

This work will continue throughout 
the year and my colleagues, and I, are 
committed to rising to the challenge to 
attract more investment opportunities to 
Nottinghamshire – which will ultimately 
bring highly-skilled jobs and career 
openings for young and old.

The development of the commercial 
prototype fusion energy plant at West 
Burton near Retford will help realise this 
ambition and could be a world fi rst, while 
landmark devolution proposals for our 
region could deliver at least £1.14 billion 
and major benefi ts to our region.

SCAN ME

However, this year is already proving 
to be a busy one as we continue 
the journey to achieve a better 
Nottinghamshire.

We are committed to ensuring all 
Nottinghamshire children have 
access to the best education and, 
over the next 18 months, the County 
Council will invest millions of pounds 
as part of our School Building 
Improvement Programme to ensure 
they can learn in modern, well-
equipped schools.

We’re also working hard to improve 
our roads because I know how 
important this is to you.

We’ve been fi ghting the weather over 
the winter, but we’ve got a new plan 
and new investment to improve the 
county’s highways – with work also 
scheduled to start this year on the 
£28.6m scheme to upgrade six major 
junctions on the A614 and A6097.  

I hope you enjoy reading this year’s 
County Life, which tells the story 
of how we are using your money 
to deliver key services to make 
Nottinghamshire a place where 
people want to live, grow their 
businesses and visit.

Nottinghamshire County Council Leader, 
Councillor Ben Bradley MP
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Promoting wellbeing 
for everyone Investing in 

our schools 

Could you help local children 

thrive in foster care?  
We’re continuing to recruit local foster 

carers to give local children and young 

people safe and loving homes. We’re 

committed to providing the best support 

to our dedicated foster carers, including 

extensive training and increased 

allowances and payments. 

nottscc.gov.uk/foster

Nottinghamshire
needs YOU to care
If you are looking for a fulfi lling, 

rewarding and progressive career 

that makes a di� erence to the lives 

of vulnerable adults every day then 

join our local care community. There 

is a wide choice of roles available 

working as a care professional with 

younger and older adults. 

nottscc.gov/carework

Artist impression of the new Millside Spencer Academy

The council is working with 

partners to create Family Hub 

networks across Nottinghamshire. 

These hubs will o� er support from 

pregnancy, through the child’s 

early years, later childhood and 

into young adulthood. They will be 

a one stop shop for information 

and advice for families.

We are currently working with local 

families to create the fi rst Family 

Hub network in Retford, Bassetlaw, 

with plans to create more in the 

next few years.

Bid to increase services 
for our young people

Family Hub 
networks
to support parents 
and young people
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We need 
you to

The council’s youth services o� er high quality, 

safe and enjoyable activities and opportunities 

to all our young people. 

We’ve recently submitted a bid seeking 

additional central government funding which 

will help us to focus on the county’s areas of 

greatest need, and enhance Nottinghamshire’s 

youth service provision. If successful, funding 

will provide two new youth centres and allow 

us to o� er even more facilities and positive 

opportunities to our young people in 

Nottinghamshire.

NEW

Ben Bradley MP with young people and sta�  at the Gara youth centre.

Our commitment to investing in 
schools and providing su�  cient 
mainstream and special needs 
school places includes:

•  Investing £14m in the new Millside 

Spencer Academy, a 315 place 

primary school in East Leake due 

to open this September. Three 

new primary schools in Bassetlaw, 

Newark and Sherwood and 

Rushcli� e are also due to open over 

the next 18 months.

•  Providing 111 additional special 
school places across the county 

in 2023/24 and plans are progressing to 

deliver a new special school in 2025.

•  Investing £9.5m over two years in our school 

building improvement programme across 

23 schools.

  A further 12 schools will benefi t from 

upgrades or rebuilds as part of the 

government’s school rebuilding programme. 

More support and early help
for our communities

Thank you to all those who took part in our 

‘Big Conversation’ and budget consultation 

in recent months. The outcomes are 

very clear; that residents highly value our 

community based services, like libraries, 

children’s centres, youth centres, and adult 

social care services.

We’ve listened, and our budget for 2023/4 

ensures we can protect and improve these 

services, so they can help more people 

within easy access of their own homes. 

Whilst other Councils are cutting services, 

we will invest and improve them.

Over the course of the year, we will work 

with our partners and local communities 

to support residents in an accessible 

and fl exible way, providing early help 

and advice so our most vulnerable 

residents and families are able to remain 

independent in their own homes.

foster
NOW
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Investing in 
Nottinghamshire
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More residents to benefi t from
                 on demand bus service 

Supporting independence
and building resilience

We know the 2,750 miles of roads, 

pavements, and wider highways network 

we manage are an important issue for 

our residents. We responded with our 

Highways Review, generating a series of 

recommendations for improvement.

While being on track to implement all 

those improvements, we’re investing an 

additional £12m over four years on top of 

our current £40m budget.

We’re seeing a di� erence, but still face 

challenges. Just as with other authorities, 

a di�  cult winter means we’re having to 

investigate and make more emergency 

repairs to damaged highways and 

potholes until permanent repairs can 

be made. We’re confi dent we will see 

positive impacts of our investment over 

the next three years.

Doubling repair teams and improving 

e�  ciency has quadrupled our repairs, 

and reduced usage of short-term pothole 

repair material by 61%. This means your 

area will see more “right fi rst-time” 

permanent repairs.

Our new Highways Hub at Via’s Bilsthorpe 

Depot means we can manage reports of 

highway damage more e�  ciently - better 

coordinating road maintenance.

We’ll keep improving. Expect an increased 

spend on footways and drainage 

repairs. And more communication with 

residents and road users, o� ers feedback 

opportunities (good or bad) to help us 

keep getting better.

Investing in our roads

As living costs have risen, we 
invested £700,000 to help those 
most in need to be healthier and 
remain independent for longer.

Schemes include:

•  Grants for groups to support 
community access to 
a� ordable and nutritious food, 
and to help groups meet rising 
bills.  

•  A charity-run scheme to cut 
bills by improving combi-boiler 
energy e�  ciency. 

•  An expanded benefi ts team to 
o� er more one-to-one cost of 
living advice.

•  Working with partners to 
distribute the Government’s 
latest £5.6m Household 
Support Fund to those 
struggling the most.

       Search ‘cost of living’
on our website!

£1.14 billion devolution plans 

for a stronger 
local economy 
Devolution plans would bring new powers and 

funding to our area, worth at least £1.14 billion. 

The plans include proposals for improving 

our economy, skills training, transport, the 

environment, and housing, and would mean a 

range of budgets could be better tailored to the 

needs of local people.

A public consultation about devolution for 

Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Derby, and 

Nottingham took place between November 

and January. Now that the public consultation 

is complete, feedback from all respondents will 

be used to inform any potential future plans 

about whether or how to move forward with an 

East Midlands Combined County Authority.

If the councils decide to go ahead, the 

legislation which would make a future East 

Midlands Combined County Authority possible 

could be in place this autumn, allowing access 

to new powers and funds, ahead of a possible 

mayoral election in spring 2024.

For Derby and 
Derbyshire

For Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire

eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk

Last summer we launched a trial of a 

new fl exible, on demand bus service in 

the villages around Retford, Ollerton, 

Newark and an evening service around 

Mansfi eld. Passengers can choose when 

they want to travel by booking their 

journey through an easy-to-use app or 

over the phone. 

There is no fi xed route and buses can 

travel anywhere between stops and 

designated points within the operating 

zones, where there is not already a 

scheduled bus service running. 

Following a successful trial period we 

have plans to expand and accelerate the 

rollout, starting with a further trial

in Rushcli� e this Spring.

Councillor Neil Clarke at Rainworth.
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Notts set to be a 

global hub for
green energy 

Creating Local Nature Reserves across 
Nottinghamshire helps protect and enhance 
nature whilst providing greenspaces that 
can be enjoyed by local people. 

We are in the early stages of creating fi ve new 
Local Nature Reserves across Nottinghamshire. 
The management plans for these will be developed 
in consultation with local people, groups, and 
wildlife experts. These plans will be submitted to 
Natural England and, if successful, the sites will 
be protected for a minimum of 21 years.

Improving energy 
e�  ciency
in social housing
Nottinghamshire is helping

pilot a government scheme to

upgrade social housing to make 

them more energy e�  cient. 

The aim is for these households to 

save £500 a year in energy bills and 

help reduce carbon emissions.

Working with partners, we are leading 

the scheme to trial and monitor the 

most e� ective ways to heat homes, 

such as having better ventilation and 

insulation.

Council tenants in Mansfi eld and 
Bassetlaw are already among the 
fi rst to benefi t, with more social 
housing upgrades in these areas 
planned for spring 2023. 

New Local Nature Reserves to
benefi t residents and wildlife

The site of a former power station has 

been chosen as the home of a cutting-

edge scheme to commercialise fusion 

energy – which could be a world-fi rst. 

Led by Government, the prototype will 

be built at West Burton A, near Retford, 

bringing billions of pounds of investment, 

thousands of jobs and an apprenticeship 

hub.

Copying the processes that power the 

sun, fusion o� ers a safe, virtually limitless 

source of clean electricity which will help 

bring long-term, uninterrupted availability 

of energy.

Construction will start in the early 2030s 

and be operational around 2040.

805
HOMES

1,000
JOBS

Reducing and improving our buildings to 
save energy, and save you money

Saving money and the environment 
with street lighting conversion
Nottinghamshire’s ‘Lighting the Way to 
Save Energy’ project has seen 94,000 
Nottinghamshire streetlights switched 
over to LEDs by our highways team and 
partners at Via East Midlands. 

To date, the streetlight conversion project 
has saved 90,000 tonnes of carbon and 
greatly reduced electricity consumption 
resulting in around £2.2 million savings 
per year across the county.

This project is part of our plans to reduce 
our impact on the environment, and is 
also a huge win for the taxpayer, proving 
that ‘greener’ can also be better value 
for money.

Plans to move more front-line council 

services into cost e� ective, energy 

saving buildings continue. This will 

mean millions in savings for the taxpayer 

as we reduce our footprint from 17 

buildings to no more than nine. It will 

also reduce our emissions and energy 

use, protecting our environment.

This includes the new, fi t-for-purpose 

council building at Top Wighay, Hucknall, 

due for completion by late 2024. It will 

eventually form part of a new sustainable 

village, with a housing partner selected 

to build up to 805 homes. It’s estimated 

the development will create around 

1,000 jobs and boost the economy 

by £873 million. 

Science Minister George Freeman visiting the site.

Protecting the 
environment



Setting this year’s budget has 

been done in a very challenging 

environment. This has included 

global pressures driving up 

infl ation and energy costs, 

increased costs and demands 

on our services with many 

requiring complex and specialist 

health care needs, and a national 

shortage of social care sta� . 

Despite this we have risen to 

the challenge and set a fair and 

aspirational budget for the year 

ahead.

Delivering a good value 
budget for all 

In our recent budget survey, 

residents told us about their 

priorities for council services, 

these included safeguarding and 

protecting our vulnerable adults 

and children, keeping frontline 

community services like libraries, 

The actual amount you pay 
will depend on your individual 
circumstances (whether you 
receive single person discount, 
student or disability exemptions 
etc) and additional amounts for 
your District Council, Fire and 
Police.

In addition to the increase in 
Council Tax, the County Council 
has also approved an additional 
Government precept solely for 
adult social care of 2%. 
The impact of this is:

YOUR COUNCIL TAX
PAYMENT 2023/24

Band A   £995.81

Band B £1,161.77

Band C £1,327.74

Band D £1,493.71

Band E £1,825.65

Band F £2,157.58

Band G £2,489.52

Band H £2,987.42

Where the Council’s budget comes from

£397.5m 
(30%)

COUNCIL TAX

£395.6m (30%)
DEDICATED SCHOOLS 

GRANT & OTHER 
SCHOOL GRANTS

£136.1m (10%)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANT

£126.8m (10%)
CHARGES FOR 
OUR  SERVICES

£45.2m (3%)
PUBLIC HEALTH GRANT

£3.9m (0%)
USE OF RESERVES

£58.1m (4%)
ADULT SOCIAL 
CARE PRECEPT

£146.1m (11%)
OTHER  GOVERNMENT

GRANTS

How the Council’s budget is spent

ADULT SOCIAL CARE 
PRECEPT

Band A £153.30

Band B £178.85

Band C £204.40

Band D £229.95

Band E £281.05

Band F £332.15

Band G £383.25

Band H £459.90

COMMUNITY 
& PLACE

£212.8m
(16%)

SCHOOLS

£395.6m
(30%)

ADULT SOCIAL 
CARE & 

PUBLIC HEALTH

£461.3m
(35%)

CHILDREN & 
YOUNG PEOPLE

£224.8m
(17%)

RUNNING 
THE COUNCIL 

£14.8m (1%)

children’s centres and youth centres open, 

and continued investment in our road 

network and transport infrastructure. Whilst 

many other councils are cutting many of 

these services, we have set a budget that 

protects and enhances them, whilst providing 

long term security around the public services 

that people rely on.

To achieve this has meant making a 2.84% 

increase in Council Tax and a 2% increase 

in the Adult Social Care Precept. This again 

refl ects what residents told us, with 65% of 

respondents to the budget survey saying they 

would rather see an increase in Council Tax 

than a reduction in services. But we’ve kept 

the increases as low as possible and for a 

second year in a row, increases are below the 

maximum allowed by Government.
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Your Council Tax
Rising to the challenge

The cost of providing local public services in 2023
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2.84% £1.082%

INCREASE IN 
COUNCIL TAX

ADULT SOCIAL CARE 
PRECEPT

WEEKLY INCREASE 
FOR MOST COUNTY 

HOUSEHOLDS

+

GRITTER

STOP

£27m
EXTRA MONEY TO SUPPORT 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES



A year to
remember

To celebrate the coronation
of King Charles III

Building on the success of last year’s 

Nottinghamshire Day,  we can’t wait for 

everyone to once again join in and celebrate 

what makes our county so special

Look out for more details at nottinghamshire.gov.uk

Saturday 6 May 2023
(Bank holiday Monday 8 May 2023)

To celebrate the coronation of King Charles III

events and community activities up and down 

the county will be taking place to mark the 

o�  cial crowning of King Charles III.

Follow #Nottsday or go to our website where 

we’ll be announcing our plans soon

@nottscc @nottinghamshire @nottscountycouncil

We      

2023

It’s better for the environment, can save you money on fuel and parking and provides a stress-free journey. So, whether you’re visiting friends and family or exploring new places in Nottinghamshire...




