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Or email a completed version to aimee.sharpe@nottscc.gov.uk 

Please return before the 31st January 2022
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BEING AN MEMBER OF YOUTH PARLIAMENT
The Role of a Member of Youth Parliament is to:

Engage
Support youth voice and actively engage in their constituency
Meet regularly with other youth councils, forums, and organisations in their area
Participate in UK Youth Parliament meetings, events, activities, and consultations
Engage in local, national, and regional campaigns
Promote
Promote the positive work of UK Youth Parliament
Report UK Youth Parliament ’s work back to their constituency
Communicate to the media as appropriate and under BYC media guidelines

Represent
Speak on behalf of their constituents
Encourage and support other young people in their area to engage in UK Youth
Parliament activities
Take the views of their constituents to UK Youth Parliament sittings Take part in votes
on national policy and campaigns priority

Time Commitment
* A Member of Youth Parliament's term in office lasts for two years. On average, you will
need to spend between one and five hours per week on UK Youth Parliament activities.

Skills Development
Each Members of Youth Parliament's experience is likely to be different from the next,
but in general Members of Youth Parliament will develop a combination of the
following skills:
Communication, Public Speaking, Organisation, Negotiation, Debating, Teamwork and
Leadership

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice
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EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

UK Youth Parliament is funded by the UK Government, due to funding and the ongoing
effects of Covid-19 it is difficult to give an exact outline of what activities incoming MYPs
will engage with over their 2-year term.

But, to give you an idea of the opportunities available, have a look at the events that took
place in 2018-19 and 2020-21. In 2020-21, MYPs have a 2-year term so the timeline of
events is slightly different. The Make Your Mark consultation is now happening at the same
time as Member of Youth Parliament elections and the issues which are most voted on
become the three National Campaigns, you will focus on through your 2 years in office.

24th March 2018 Member of Youth
Parliament Induction Day
|
March 2018 - February 2019
Local constituency work and progressing local
campaigns|
April 2019
Leadership Programme

Residential

|
Summer 2018
UK Youth Parliament
Annual Sitting
|
August-October 2018
Make Your Mark

Consultation

|
November 2018 House of Commons Sitting
|
y
December 2018 - February 2019 campaigning

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice

Nottinghamshire
County Council
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Campaigning

Here are some of the campaigns Members of Youth Parliament have been working on for an
idea of what they got up to in 2020-21:

Stop Plastic Pollution
In 2020’s Make Your Mark ballot young people voted both plastic pollution and climate
change in the top 5 devolved/UK issues for the coming year. UK Youth Parliament will
be campaigning to address climate change at the UK level with a particular focus on
making sure that we stop non-essential single-use plastics by 2025.

Plastic pollution and climate change more broadly are issues with global impact. We

STOP Pwﬂc are proud that UK Youth Parliament has a nationwide network of young people working

POU.U“ON for change. That's why we have partnered with Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace to
make sure that you can take part in meaningful action to address this issue locally,

nationally and globally.

Mental Health Services
Our Vision: We believe that the Government needs to do more to address mental health
challenges faced by young people. We believe that the stigma surrounding mental health
prevents many young people from seeking support, and that help and advice is often scarce.
Greater investment needs to be made to ensure that support and care is; age-appropriate,
youth-friendly and accessible both locally and nationally for 16-25 year olds. We also believe
that the Government must ensure measures are developed to raise the availability and quality:
of youth mental health provisions across the UK. This will help tackle the postcode lottery of
provision.

Transforming Education
In 2020’s Make Your Mark ballot young people voted for free university as one of their top 3
priorities for the coming year. UK Youth Parliament will be campaigning alongside the National
Union of Students (NUS) to create a campaign for free, lifelong and inclusive education and
advocate for the Government to adopt it as we move forward into Covid-19 recovery.

We'll be working with you to listen to young people, create a manifesto for inclusive education
and campaign so that education is given the attention it deserves by decision makers locally
and nationally in the coming year.
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Rushcliffe Elections-2nd February 2022

Bassetlaw Elections-3rd February 2022
Broxtowe Elections-9th February 2022
Mansfield Elections-10th February 2022
Gedling Elections-21st February 2022
Newark and Sherwood Elections-23rd February 2022
Pioneers Elections-26th February 2022
Ashfield Elections-28th February 2022
BYC Results day-10th March 2022

IBM induction Day-19th March 2022

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice

% Nottinghamshire
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CODE OF CONDUCT

This is a Uist of rules all candidates must follow when running to be a Member of Youth Parliament.

General:

« As candidates, you are also responsible for the conduct of anyone who may be campaigning on your behalf. You will be held
accountable if anyone breaks any election rules while campaigning on your behalf.

« The UK Youth Parliament programme is non-party political because of its charity status - therefore no party-political campaigning
is allowed.

« All these rules apply equally to anything which may be produced as part of your campaign - verbal or written. This includes any
online material.

« Do not do anything other candidates will not have the same opportunity to do.

« If in doubt, ask.

Campaigning:

« Do not intimidate or harass any young people, staff, or other candidates. You can canvass the support of young people; however,
you must be respectful towards people and leave them alone if they ask you to.

« If you wish to make a short speech to yours or another class, this will be permitted at the discretion of the teaching staff that is
taking the class.

« They reserve the right to refuse permission.

Election Literature:

« Only put your election posters on existing notice boards. You must not cover up or take down existing notices or other candidate’s
literature. If you put your poster in other places they may be taken down. You have been warned. When putting your posters up
please use common sense and do not fly post indiscriminately.

Respect for others:

« Treat other candidates how you wish to be treated.

« Personal attacks on other candidates are strictly forbidden. Any offensive or discriminatory behaviour that breaches the following
statement is not allowed:

Equal Opportunities Statement:

"The British Youth Council is committed to the implementation of Equal Opportunities throughout its work. In its meetings, activities,
services and as an employer, no person shall be discriminated against. This shall be regardLless of race, gender, sexual orientation,
national or ethnic origin, physical, sensory or learning disability, political or religious beliefs, responsibilities for dependants, marital
status, socio-economic background, HIV status, trade union activity or on any other grounds that cannot be justified through the
policy of the council".

Formal Complaints

Any complaints must be emailed to the Returning Officer. The Returning Officer will consider them and make a ruling. Please think
carefully before you make a complaint, only do so if you feel it is necessary. You must not use these rules or the complaints
procedure as a tactic to attack others. It is easy to see if this is the case and it will not be tolerated. Abuse of the complaint’s
procedure is itself a serious offence and could endanger your place in the election.

Any complaints must be received before close of voting. The complaints procedure is available on www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/ni

Disqualification of candidates
If any candidate breaks the election rules or regulations, they risk being disqualified from the election without warning. Please bear
this in mind. The Returning Officer’s decision is final.

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice
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HELP, INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

Contact Details:
Countywide Teams -Countywide.Youthservice@nottscc.gov.uk
Aimee Sharpe- aimee.sharpe@nottscc.gov.uk 07920270405
Amy Beckworth- amy.beckworth@nottscc.gov.uk 07909097626

More Information: Please find a range of resources and guidance at
https://www.byc.org.uk/uk/uk-youth-parliament/elections

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice

% Nottinghamshire
=¥ 71 County Council
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GLOSSARY
Candidate - A candidate is someone who is standing for election to be a Member of Youth Parliament.

Election - An election is a process in which people vote to choose a person or group of people to represent their
interests.

Constituency - A constituency is the name for the geographical area a Member of Youth Parliament represents. In
UK Youth Parliament, there are 18 constituencies in Northern Ireland, which match the constituencies of the UK
Parliament.

Constituent - Within UK Youth Parliament, a constituent is someone who lives, attends education, or works (14
hours or more) in your constituency. In an election, constituents vote for the candidate they would like to be their
representative and once elected, a Member of Youth Parliament represents the views of their constituents.

Democracy - Democracy is a political system founded on the belief in freedom and equality among all people. In a
democracy, power is held either directly by the people, or by elected representatives. UK Youth Parliament operates
as a democracy, with Members of Youth Parliament being elected democratically and decisions within UK Youth
Parliament being made democratically.

Campaign - A campaign is a planned set of activities that people carry out over a period of time in order to bring
attention to an issue and achieve something such as social or political change.

Policy - A policy is a set of ideas or plans that is used as a basis for making decisions, especially in politics,
economics, or business.

Manifesto - A manifesto is a public statement of policy, aims or priorities that is usually issued before an election
by candidates. Manifestoes highlight what the candidate will focus on if elected and help constituents to decide
who to vote for. When applying as a candidate for UK Youth Parliament, you will highlight your ‘Top Issue,” which is
your manifesto.

Consultation — A consultation is a process of discussing something with people to get their advice or opinion about
it. Each year, MYPs carry out a consultation with young people all over the UK about the issues that are most
important to them. This consultation is called ‘Make Your Mark’ and the top issues identified through ‘Make Your
Mark’ are then debated by MYPs at the House of Commons Sitting.

Non-party political - Non-party political means that a person, group, or organisation is not connected to any
political party. UK Youth Parliament is a non-party political organisation.

Sitting — A sitting is the name given to a meeting of a group or committee of parliament. Each
year, the UK Youth Parliament has an Annual Sitting and a House of Commons
Sitting

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice
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The following 4 pages need to be returned to
Nottinghamshire County Council,
Countywide Teams
myplace @ Westfield Folkhouse
Westfield Lane, Mansfield, Notts.

NG18 1TL

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice

% Nottinghamshire
=¥ 71 County Council

things to do
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UK Youth Parliament Manifesto

Candidates Name:

Member of Youth Parliament area you are standing for:

in the space below we ask that you tell us about 1 issue you think is really important to young people,
and consider if elected how will you aim to tackle this issue.

please also tell us what skills, knowledge and experiences you have, that will help you fulfil your role
as Member of Youth Parliament.

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice

Nottinghamshire
County Council
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Thank you for your interest in receiving further details on becoming a
Member of the UK Youth Parliament (MYP). This pack includes
information on how the election process works, what would be expected
of you and how you can put yourself forward for election.

Being a Member of the UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) will give you the
chance to represent yourself and the views and opinions of young
people from Nottinghamshire on the things which really matter to them
and hopefully make a difference to the lives of young people.

Nottinghamshire elects 8 Members of Youth Parliament for a two-year
period, with 4 the first year being considered as MYP's and the other 4
as deputy MYP's. The following year they will swap over. The rationale
for this is that, officially Nottinghamshire has been appointed 4 MYP
positions, however the diversity of the county suggests that it is
important that young people are represented within their borough or
district.

There will be an MYP elected for each of the 7 districts/borough of
Nottinghamshire plus an additional MYP who will represent disabled
young people through the Pioneers Youth Forum which covers the
county.

Young disabled people have the choice to stand for either the Pioneers
position or to stand for their District/ Borough. ,

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice
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Current Members of Youth Parliament, advice and tips

1) | first heard of Youth Parliament through my GCSE Citizenship teacher who is a real
hero of mine. We spent a couple of lessons learning about Youth Parliament and
watching the speeches of previous annual sittings. Mrs Strachan spoke to me during
the lesson and encouraged me to look into it, so | did! | emailed the team at NCC but it
was a way off until the next elections so | decided to hold off. | kept my eye on the
website and as soon as the election had a date put to it | was preparing my manifesto!

2) | got involved because | thought | would do a good job of representing the young
people in my area

3) I've learnt that things don’t change over night, but they also don’t change if nobody
tries to have it changed. If you believe in something strongly and it doesn’t materialise,
don’t be disheartened, Rome wasn’t built in a day.

4) I've really enjoyed the networking within Nottinghamshire and the British Youth
Council as a whole. Ifind it really interesting to speak to and debate with people that
think differently to me, whether that be other young people in Nottinghamshire, within
the BYC, or even elected representatives.

5) If you're sat at a meeting thinking something (and it’s appropriate) say it! There’s
almost definitely somebody else sat thinking the same. It can be hard being the first to
speak up but it won’t take long for others to follow your lead.

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice
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STANDING AS A MEMBER OF YOUTH PARLIAMENT

Who Can Stand?

Any young person aged 11-18 can stand to be a Member of Youth Parliament.
(Members of Youth Parliament must stand down on their 19th birthday). We’ll
be electing Members of Youth Parliament on a two-year term to run until
February 2024.

Constituencies:

You must live, work for a minimum of 14 hours, or be in education in the
constituency in which you wish to stand for election. You cannot stand in more
than one constituency in the same year’s election.

Further information on constituencies can be found on the UK Parliament
websitehttp://www.parliament.uk/about/how/elections-and-
voting/constituencies/

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
youthservice
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