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1. Introduction

This booklet is designed to support families who are considering educating their child(ren) at home rather than at school.  This is known as Elective Home Education (EHE) and there are responsibilities attached to both the family and the Local Authority in ensuring that the needs of the child are met.

Nottinghamshire Local Authority wants to work in partnership with parents
 to ensure that home educated children enjoy their learning and make progress in a safe environment which promotes a healthy lifestyle. Through their education, it is hoped that all children will be able to make a positive contribution to their community and develop skills needed for future independence and economic wellbeing.

The Local Authority has a duty to ensure that all children of compulsory school age in its area are being suitably educated, including those who are educated at home, and must act if it appears that any child is not receiving such an education. It has well established working practices for working with families who are home educating their children. These are generally well received because they have been influenced by the views of many of these families
There is a wealth of information and support available to parents on the internet and Elective Home Education Advisers can offer advice to parents in finding this information. In April 2019, the Department for Education published guidelines for Local Authorities and for parents in respect of Elective Home Education. These are available at www.gov.uk/government/publications. 
Should you require any further assistance, please contact the Elective Home Education team:

Business Support for EHE
ehe@nottscc.gov.uk  Tel 0115 9772573
Elective Home Education

Support to Schools Service

County Hall

West Bridgford
Nottingham
NG2 7QP
Elective Home Education within Nottinghamshire now sits under the management of the Fair Access Team. The Team Manager for this team is Sarah Whitby. 
The responsible Group Manager is Karen Hughman, Group Manager, Education Improvement, Strategic Planning and Admissions. 
As a parent, you have a duty to ensure that your child is in receipt of an efficient full time education when they are of compulsory school age
. Most parents choose to provide this education by sending their child to school but, for a variety of reasons, some decide to educate their child themselves. This is called Elective Home Education and it is different to alternative provision provided by the Local Authority. It is a perfectly legal choice and parents are not required to have formal qualifications to educate their child at home. It is however a major responsibility for a family, requiring qualities such as dedication, patience, enthusiasm and flexibility and a significant commitment of your time, energy and money. 
2. Choosing to Home Educate
Some parents choose to educate their children from the outset and never apply for a school place. Other parents decide to withdraw their children from school. There can be a number of reasons for this:

· Philosophical, religious or cultural reasons

· Dissatisfaction with the school system or with a particular school

· Not having obtained a place at a specific school 

· Distance to a local school
· Bullying

· As a short-term intervention for a particular reason

· A child’s unwillingness or inability to go to school

· Special educational needs not being met satisfactorily within the school

· Health reasons, particularly mental health 
Whatever the case, the decision should be a well-informed one and an active and positive step in the best interests of the child. No parent should ever feel under any pressure to educate their child at home and if pressure is put on you by the school, you should inform the Local Authority using the contact details in section 1 of this guidance.

The Local Authority also advises parents not to make a decision to home educate because of unresolved conflict at school. If you are considering home education because of a disagreement with the school, or if the school system is not currently working well for your child, we would advise discussing this with the school before making the decision. This is especially important for young people in Years 10 and 11 who are preparing for public examinations. It is also unwise to consider temporary home education as a means of obtaining a place for your child at a school other than the one at which he or she is currently registered.
If you are thinking about home educating your child(ren), Governmental guidance for parents, published in April 2019, recommends that you consider the following:


· Why are you thinking of home education your child at home?

· What does your child think about the idea?

· Do you have the time, resources and ability to teach your child properly?

· Is your home suitable for undertaking teaching and learning, in terms of noise, space and general environment?

· What support do you have from others? What would happen if you were unable for any reason, perhaps illness, to provide teaching for your child for a period of time?

· Can you provide social experiences, access to cultural and creative activities and physical exercise to help your child develop?

· Do you envisage educating your child at home for the whole of the time they are of statutory school age, or only temporarily? What are your long- term intentions for your child? 
3. Parental duties- provision of education

3.1. What is expected of parents who choose to home educate? 

Under section 7 of the Education Act 1996, it is the parents’ duty:

 

‘To cause the child to receive efficient full- time education suitable to his/her age, ability and aptitude and to any special educational needs he/she may have either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.’ 
Elective Home Education is ‘otherwise’.
3.2. What is ‘efficient and suitable’ education?
Government guidance April 2019 states that education can be considered efficient and suitable if it enables children to achieve their potential and prepares them for adult life as independent citizens, within or beyond the community in which they were raised. It must not conflict with the Fundamental British Values, which are democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faith and beliefs. It must be age appropriate, enable the child to make progress according to expected norms for his or her level of ability and should take account of any special educational needs, and/or specific aptitudes eg in maths or music, which means that you may want to develop those areas more fully.
In designing the curriculum, parents are advised to consider the kind of learning activities that will take place and strive to include variety. Although home educators do not have to follow the National Curriculum, there are some elements without which it would be difficult to say that a young person was suitably educated for life in the wider society. These include:
· key skills; numeracy; literacy; ICT; problem solving

· personal, social and health education including physical education

· citizenship and environmental education

· life skills; practical and inter-personal

· creativity and expressive arts.
Parents are advised to develop a programme of learning that has clear aims, and some means of measuring its effectiveness.  They should consider how they will know what their child has learned, what resources they might use and how they will arrange for their child to interact socially.  It is also important that parents can respond to changes in their child's learning needs, particularly as they grow older.  Teenagers may wish to follow formal examination courses, seek careers advice or access work-based and/or vocational learning. 
When a child is educated at home it is the decision of the parent as to what and how the child learns. Although there is no requirement to follow the National Curriculum, which applies only to state-maintained schools, parents may wish to be aware of its content it does provide a useful framework, especially if they intend to return their child to state education or to pursue more formal qualifications, such as GCSEs and IGCSEs.

The National Curriculum includes English, mathematics, science (known as the 'core' subjects), ICT, history, geography, technology, art, music, citizenship, physical education and a modern foreign language. Information on the National Curriculum is available to download from the Department for Education (DfE) website.

Some parents prefer to adopt a more individual approach to educating their child. There is a great deal of literature available which enables parents to develop their own educational philosophy. The local authority's interest and duty is in establishing that a suitable education is taking place, rather than endorsing any particular approach.
Education may also not be ‘suitable’ even if the content and teaching is satisfactory if it takes place in circumstances which make it difficult to work eg very noisy premises, or where there are frequent interruptions. It may also be considered unsuitable if it leads to isolation from the child’s peers and holds back his or her social development.
For further information on the criteria Nottinghamshire uses to determine whether home education is suitable, please see Section 8.

3.3. What is ‘full-time’ education?
There is no legal definition of full time. Children in school normally spend between 21 and 25 hours working at school each week.  Children in home education are taught in very different conditions and there is no direct comparison with school- based timetables or educational arrangements. In practice, the question of whether education for a specific child is full-time depends on the individual circumstances, but government guidance states that “parents should at least be able to quantify and demonstrate the amount of time for which (the) child is being educated. Education which is not occupying a significant proportion of a child’s life (making allowance for holiday periods) will probably not meet the requirements of Section 7 (of the Education Act 1996).” 
3.4. Children’s rights

A decision to educate a child at home is a matter for you as a parent. However, it is important to consider whether home education is realistic and possible in your personal circumstances, and whether your child is happy to be educated in this way. The local authority is likely to ask the child for his/ her opinion in establishing the suitability of home education.
4. Communication with school and the Local Authority

4.1. Informing school and/or the local authority 
You are not legally required to inform the local authority that your child is being home educated. However, both the government and the local authority strongly recommend that you do so, in order to access the support and advice available. If your child is in school, you are not obliged to inform the school that he or she is being withdrawn to be educated at home or to gain their permission to do so, unless they have an Education Health and Care Plan (See section below: “Home education for children with special educational needs”). However, it is sensible to do so, to avoid misunderstanding regarding the date you requested your child be removed from the school roll.  (Please note, if your child attends a special school, the permission of the local authority must be obtained prior to the child being removed from the register or if your child is enrolled at a school in accordance with a school attendance order then this must first be revoked by the local authority).
Schools are required to inform the local authority of any children removed from their roll and the reasons for this if they are known. If this is because you have decided to home educate, the local authority will then contact you. This is so it can fulfil its duty to enquire what education is being provided, to determine whether or not this is suitable and to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children living in its area. Local Authorities have a legal duty under s.436A of the Education Act 1996 “to make arrangements to enable the authority to establish, as far as it is possible to do so, the identities of children in its area who are not receiving a suitable education”. 
4.2. Registering your child as Electively Home Educated 
There is no legal requirement for you to register your child as home educated. However, Nottinghamshire Local Authority recommends that parents do register with the Elective Home Education (EHE) Service, in line with DfE guidance.  
4.3. What are the benefits of registering?
· Support, information and advice on a one-to-one basis
· Sharing of good practice and signposting to resources and additional information

· Facilitating networking with other families

· An opportunity for you to share information and updates
· A reference from an EHE adviser for potential employers, colleges of further education or to support your application to continue to receive child benefit post 16, now that the age for participation in education/training has been raised to 18.

If you would like to register your child, please contact the Elective Home Education Business Support Team on 0115 9772573 or by email at ehe@nottscc.gov.uk 
5. Additional sources of support and provision

5.1. Employing Tutors

Parents can choose to employ other people to teach the child, although they retain responsibility for the education provided and resultant costs. In most cases this works very well. Parents of course also remain responsible for the child’s safety and well- being. If you do choose to employ other people to teach your child, it is important that you ensure their suitability. You should check that any private tutor has a recent DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) Certificate and you should also check any references. Reputable tutors will expect this, and the local authority will be able to offer advice if required. 

5.2. Taking exams 
You can arrange for your child to take exams as external candidates with an exam centre. Some local schools will be happy to assist but please be aware this can involve considerable research and parents have to meet all costs incurred.

 

The examination boards should be able to provide a list of centres near your home. Study through a reputable correspondence college should also provide you with access to an exam centre. 
5.3. Post-14 College courses
Some further education colleges in Nottinghamshire offer courses for children aged 14 to 16. There are criteria which have to be met for access to these courses, and not all children will be eligible. EHE advisers will be able to provide you with information and advice regarding this, and support you with applying for a place, if this is of interest to you and your child. 

5.4. National Careers Service

The National Careers service is a free service for adults and young people aged 13 and over in England. The service provides confidential advice and guidance to help your child make decisions on learning, training, and work opportunities. Advice can be accessed via the telephone on 0800 100.900 and also online at https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
          5.5       Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children  

We are aware of, and sensitive to, the distinct culture, ethos and needs of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities. If you belong to one of these communities and move into a new area, the local authority will be able to support you to access local schools and educational settings if you do not wish to home educate your children. If you do wish to educate your children at home, then we strongly recommend that you access support from the EHE Team. You will be offered support and advice from one of our EHE Advisers, many of whom have significant experience in working with Gypsy, Roma and Traveller families. You should be aware however that if you do choose to home educate your child (ren), Nottinghamshire’s policy and procedures for Elective Home Education also apply to you.
       5.6        Returning your child to school 

If at any time you wish your child to return to school full time, your EHE Adviser and/or the School Admissions Team will be able to advise on how to go about this. The normal admissions procedure will apply and will be subject to a place being available in the appropriate year group at the school.  The School Admissions Team can be contacted on
Web: http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/apply-for-a-school-place
Tel: 0300 500 8080 

Email: admissions.ed@nottscc.gov.uk
6. Home education for children with Special Educational Needs and disabilities and those with Education Health and Care Plans 
The Local Authority’s duties in relation to the home education of children with special educational needs and disabilities are set out in chapter ten of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2015) 10.30-10.38.
Under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 parents have the right to educate children, including children with SEN, at home. Home education must be suitable to the child’s age, ability, aptitude and SEN. Local authorities should work in partnership with, and support, parents to ensure that the SEN of these children are met where the local authority already knows the children have SEN or the parents have drawn the children’s special needs to the authority’s attention. 

The SEN Code of Practice (2014) states that: where a child or young person is a registered pupil and the parent decides to home educate, the parent must notify the school in writing that the child or young person is receiving education otherwise than at school and the school must then remove the pupil's name from the admission register.
Children attending special schools may only be removed from the roll of the school to be home educated with the agreement of the appropriate Integrated Children’s Disability Service (ICDS) officer. 

Parents seeking to have their child assessed for an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) should address their enquiry to the NCC ICDS team by contacting their duty team on 0115 804 1275 or by Email at Icds.duty@nottscc.gov.uk 
7. How Nottinghamshire Local Authority supports Electively Home Educated children and their families.

The Local Authority has a team of experienced Elective Home Education advisers to work with individual families. Once notified of the decision to provide home education, the Elective Home Education Service’s administrator will contact the family to offer and hopefully agree to partnership arrangements. In most cases he/she will facilitate a meeting with an adviser.
Most parents are happy to meet with an adviser in their home although an alternative venue can be agreed if preferred. Advisers work in a sensitive manner and strive to engage parents and child in positive dialogue from the outset. In rare cases, the parent may choose to meet the Local Authority adviser by themselves or not at all. If parents exercise their right not to meet with a Local Authority adviser, the EHE programme manager will ask for parents to provide information on their child’s education through samples of work, diaries, reports from parents or independent tutors or a description of their educational philosophy or in some other appropriate agreed form. 
The Local Authority, in its role as champion for all children, will make enquiries to ensure that children are receiving a suitable education and ask that parents respond to such enquires. Whilst parents are under no duty to respond to such enquiries, case law and DfE Guidance strongly suggests it would be sensible for them to do so. 
The Elective Home Education adviser will arrange an introductory meeting when all matters relating to the home education provision can be explored.  The adviser will consider with the parents whether or not the education being provided is suitable and offer advice and guidance to support parents in continuing to deliver the provision, or in developing suitable provision within a reasonable timescale. The adviser will arrange a follow up visit, usually after three to six months to offer continued support to the parent. However, if there are concerns regarding the provision at any point the parent or local authority may request more regular adviser visits. A written report will be made and copied to parents following each visit and will make recommendations to support the parent in delivering the home education. It will state whether the Local Authority has any concerns about the education provision, will specify what these are and may give the parent an opportunity to address these concerns within a reasonable time scale. If concerns of are of serious or significant nature or in relation to safeguarding they will be acted upon immediately.  
If the provision is considered suitable, an annual cycle of review will be established.  Alternatively, parents may be asked to submit annual written reports as evidence of their satisfactory home education. 
The Local Authority does not receive or provide any funding for Elective Home Education and parents cover all the costs involved, including examination fees. 
The Local Authority maintains the ‘Nottinghamshire Local Offer’ detailing support services for Children and Young People age 0-19 with a disability and this can be found at www.nottshelpyourself.org.uk 
Nottinghamshire is committed to eliminating discrimination, advancing equality of opportunity and fostering good relations between people in accordance with the Equality Act 2010 and the Public Sector Equality Duty.
8. Suitable education 

8.1. The criteria used by Nottinghamshire Local Authority to determine whether a child is receiving a suitable education
It is hoped that children can enjoy their learning and achieve their full potential in a safe environment which promotes a healthy lifestyle. Through their education all children should be able to make a positive contribution to their community and develop skills needed for future economic well-being. To this end, and in order to determine suitability, the Elective Home Education adviser would need to see evidence that:
· the learning process is effective. A named adult should have overall responsibility for the programme of study
· learning includes the key skills of literacy, numeracy, ICT and problem solving.  

· the learning activities are appropriately matched to the child's age and ability and there is the right balance of challenge and support offered
· learning is enhanced by educational visits and broadcasts. Provision has breadth and balance and learning is active, practical and carefully planned
· the child is making progress at or above the expected norms, taking into account any special educational needs or aptitudes they may have
· there are opportunities for physical development and social interaction  

· learning is enjoyable
· there are opportunities for independent study and research, appropriate to the child’s age and ability
· the child is able to work in an environment which is conducive to learning eg free from excessive noise, distractions and interruptions

· education is taking up a significant proportion of the child’s life

· public examinations and access to career advice is available 

· the child is in good health physically and emotionally
· the child has the opportunity to express their views about their home education 

· the child is well equipped for life within their community.
8.2. Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children

All members of our community have a responsibility to safeguard children and young people. This means:
· protecting children from maltreatment 
· preventing impairment of children's health and development  

· ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the

provision of safe and effective care 

· enabling children to have optimum life chances. 

Children’s Social Care is the lead agency in this area of work and Elective Home Education advisers must refer children to this service if there is any concern that they are at risk. Parents will be informed if such a referral is to be made. 
8.3. What happens if home education is deemed “unsuitable”?

If, following informal enquiries, the Local Authority is unable to conclude home education provision is suitable, either for safeguarding or educational reasons, then a return to school will be sought. Parents will be invited to apply for this, with support from the School Admissions Team, Fair Access team and /or Family Service. If parents choose not to engage with this process, then the Authority will make a referral to the Family Service Enforcement Team for further action under s.437 Education Act 1996.  

9. Local Authority duties- suitable education and safeguarding

9.1. Local Authority duties in respect of children who are electively home educated 

In the vast majority of cases Nottinghamshire Local Authority and the Elective Home Education Team has an excellent working relationship with parents who choose to home educate their children, providing access to support, information and advice for those parents who want it.

However, all local authorities have a number of duties in relation to children who are educated at home by their parents, which may require them to take action. The law and DfE Guidance state:

· Local authorities have a statutory duty under section 436A of the Education Act 1996, inserted by the Education and Inspections Act 2006, to make arrangements to enable them to establish the identities, as far as it is possible to do so, of the children in their area who are not receiving a suitable education. The duty applies to children of compulsory school age who are not on a school roll, and who are not otherwise receiving a suitable education at home, privately, or in alternative provision.

· Local authorities have no statutory duties in relation to monitoring the quality of elective home education on a routine basis.  However, under section 437(1) of the Education Act 1996, local authorities must intervene if it appears that a child of compulsory school age in their area is not receiving suitable education, either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.

· Where there are concerns, ‘Elective Home Education Departmental Guidance for Local Authorities (April 2019)’ advises that local authorities should work to address the situation informally. In these circumstances the local authority will ask the parents for further information about the education that is being provided. Parents are not legally required to respond to such enquires, but if they do not, the local authority is entitled to conclude that it appears that the “child is not receiving a suitable education, with all the consequences which can follow from that. (section 5.3)
· If the local authority does not receive a response, or feels that it has not had sufficient information and it therefore appears that the child is not receiving a suitable education, it is required to serve notice (known as a s.437(1) notice) in writing to the parent requiring him or her to satisfy them within the period specified in the notice that the child is receiving such an education. Parents must have at least 15 days to respond to such a notice.
· If parents do not make a response, or if they fail to satisfy the authority that the child is receiving a suitable education, and it is considered appropriate that he or she should therefore attend school, then the authority must, by law, serve a School Attendance Order (SAO) naming a specific school, and requiring the parent to register the child at that school. The basis on which schools are selected for this purpose is outlined in Sections 438 to 441 of the Education Act 1996.

· Failure to comply with this request is a criminal offence which may result in prosecution and/or an application for an education supervision order which enables the authority to impose conditions regarding how the child is to be educated and also requires the child to be seen. If parents do comply they can still seek to have their child attend another school, providing a place is available and the local authority agrees to vary the order. Alternatively, the order can be revoked if the parents present evidence to the authority that arrangements have been made to provide a suitable education at home. 
9.2. Safeguarding duties 
· Local authorities are required under section 11 of the Children Act 2004 and section 175(1) of the Education Act 2002 to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, including those that are educated at home. If Nottinghamshire Local Authority has concerns about a child’s safety or welfare, a referral will be made to Children’s Social Care. In some circumstances this may warrant applying to the court for an education supervision order or a care order under the Children Act 1989. Both of these give the local authority the right to contact with the child.  
· If a school attendance order is not complied with, the local authority may apply to the court for an Education Supervision Order (ESO) under s.38 of the Children Act. If this is granted, the local authority can impose conditions regarding the way in which a child is to be educated, and also has the right to contact with the child.

· If the ESO is not complied with, the local authority can prosecute the parents and/or apply to the court for a care order under s.31 of the Children Act 1989. In this instance the local authority would need to show the court that the ‘significant harm’ threshold is met because of the lack of a suitable education. This would mean that the child’s intellectual and social development was being, or is likely to be, substantially impaired. 

· If granted the local authority becomes the child’s corporate parent and becomes responsible for decisions regarding education, even if the child continues to live with the actual parents. In very rare cases, if the parents refuse to comply with this, the child can be removed from the family home and placed in the direct care of the local authority

Obviously, it is in everyone’s best interests, and especially the child’s, to prevent disputes about education escalating in the ways described in the preceding paragraphs. In the vast majority of cases, informal discussions and a willingness to cooperate should enable difficulties to be resolved.

10. Complaints

Should you have any concerns or complaints on any aspect of the procedures outlined in this document as they apply to you, you should contact the Elective Home Education Team whose details are in section 1 of this guidance.
Finally;

Deciding to educate your child at home is a major step that involves commitment and a tremendous investment of time and energy. There are a wide variety of reasons for parents choosing to home educate, but if it is due to an unresolved dispute with a school, the local authority strongly suggests a dialogue first with the school to attempt to resolve any dispute. It is also well worth talking to someone who has experience of the highs and lows of home education before finally making the decision. There are several support agencies in England to help home educators. An internet search using "home education" lists many of these organisations. Some of these groups also have local support networks. 
� Please note that the term parent is used throughout this leaflet to refer to the definition as contained in section 576 of the Education Act 1996 and includes all those with parental responsibility, including guardians and carers.





� Compulsory school age is defined as beginning from the start of the first term commencing after the child’s fifth birthday (or on the fifth birthday). A child continues to be of compulsory school age until the last Friday of June in the school year that they reach 16. From September 2013, children must continue in education, employment with training, or training until they reach 18 or until the young person achieves a full level 3 qualification. The term school is used throughout this guidance to describe provision outside of the home where a children/young person is on the roll of that organisation.  
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