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Minutes of the January 2018 Meeting of 
Nottinghamshire Local Access Forum

Date: 

Tuesday 23rd January at 7.15pm
Venue:
County Hall, West Bridgford.
Forum Members:  Alex Staniforth (Chair), Penny Lymn Rose (Vice Chair), Dennis Reeson, Alan Hudson, Alison Pritchard, and Mary Mills.

Officers and Guests:  Neil Lewis (NCC), Roger Fell (Gunthorpe Common)
1.
Apologies: Cathy Charles-Jones, Simon Wilson and Sue Guy.
2.
Minutes of the last Meeting:  The minutes for the 7th November 2017 meeting were accepted as a true record.          
3.
Matters arising not covered elsewhere in the agenda: 

None.
4.  
Common Land at Gunthorpe – Roger Fell
Roger gave the LAF a short presentation outlining the problems he is experiencing with fencing and signage on Common land on the riverside at Gunthorpe, and of his attempts so far to get it removed. The LAF agreed that the fencing was excessive and much more restrictive than the “spaced bollards” which had been approved by the Planning Inspectorate.
The LAF appreciated that there was an issue here but there are other communication problems between the Parish Council, the brewery, the water ski club and Roger himself, which mean the LAF are limited in what support they can provide. 
There is a Parish Council meeting in Gunthorpe (24/01/2018) and it is hoped that the fence issue will be resolved (by removal of top sections), or retrospective permission will be sought for it. 

Eddie Brennan (NCC) is working with the parish and other parties to try and resolve the issues thereby avoiding the need to take the case to the County Court for resolution. 
The LAF agreed to talk to Eddie, await the outcome of the Parish Council Meeting, and then if necessary undertake a site visit to gain a better understanding of the problems.
5.
Trent Vale Trail – Update – Alan Hudson
An application for funding from the ‘Local Improvement Scheme’ (NCC fund) has been submitted by the Friends of TVT and Sustrans Rangers.  The amount requested is £8,670, which is 50% of the funding estimated to be needed for the feasibility study.  The remainder of the funding has to be raised by the FO TVT. It is expected that some funding will come from Newark and Sherwood DC for operational and administration costs, and from Councillors, any other fundraising ideas would be welcomed.
6.
Rights of Way Management Plan (ROWMP) - Consultation

The new Rights of Way Management Plan has finally gone on deposit for public consultation. Neil gave a short presentation reminding us of the reasons for and benefits of having, a ROWMP. 


The main benefits are in having a clear assessment of the value of Public Rights of Way and Access in the county and crucially, in using that information to obtain funding to maintain and hopefully improve public access for all users.


Members were given a printed copy of the plan to enjoy at their leisure! 
Responses to the consultation can be made online or in writing  and will be considered for inclusion before the final copy of the plan is taken to the Planning and Licensing Committee for approval – it will then be valid until 2026. 

7.
Public Space Protection Orders


None
8.
Network Rail /HS2

Whitehouse Lane – An application for Extinguishment (HA 118A – Rail Safety) has been sent to NCC, negotiations are still ongoing to try and get a link path along the riverside in exchange for extinguishing the whole footpath. 

Kings Mill Crossing – A bridleway bridge is to be installed (hopefully in the spring) once paperwork for Transport and Works Act Order are complete – no update at present.  


Cross Lane Collingham – Network Rail wish to close Cross Lane Level Crossing and provide an alternative new road link onto Swinderby Road.  This proposal also includes the extinguishment of one foot crossing and improvements to another.  
Network Rail held a public consultation on the proposals at Collingham just before Christmas - no update at present.

Dykes End, Collingham – Network Rail would like to close Dykes End Crossing, South Collingham and retain Butts Crossing, with some alterations to the footpaths, there is no timescale for this at the moment.  


Attenborough Crossings – Network Rail will not close Nature Reserve Crossing (unless or until a bridge is installed). As a temporary measure they plan to install miniature stop lights. Penny attended a site meeting with David Shorrocks to look at possible stopping up/or diversion of equestrian rights over the crossing, Penny identified some mitigation measures to upgrade routes in the nature reserve to bridleways which might be acceptable to equestrians. 

Long Lane and Barratt Lane No.1 Crossing are still being considered by Network Rail for possible closure– no other update at present.

 
HS2 – A meeting has been agreed for 8th February 1.30pm at Trent Bridge House. The plan is to go through the route in detail identifying all existing public rights of way and public access areas, and also to identify areas where research needs to be undertaken to find ‘lost ways,’ it is hoped this knowledge will help in prioritising DMMOs, protecting routes and negotiating best options during and after the railways construction.  
9.
NCC Planning and Licensing Committee update
On the 12th December 2017 the Committee approved the making of an Order on an application at Widmerpool based solely on Enclosure Award Evidence.
10.
Town and Village Greens and Common Land
None other than Gunthorpe discussed under 4.
11.
PPOs and DMMOs 
· Haxey Gate – Road to be stopped up, bridleway rights to be retained, this will be heard in Mansfield Magistrates Court shortly.
· Bingham School – a revised proposal for diversion around the school buildings will be consulted on shortly, the Laf agreed this was a much more acceptable proposal than previously.
· Owthorpe – 2 diversion orders have been made, rationalising paths confirmed by DMMO, these should be confirmed shortly.

· Carlton – Pre consultations are ongoing for adding 3 jitty paths to the Definitive Map also 3 separate extinguishment and diversion orders are out to pre consultation to update the map to reflect longstanding development on the ground. 

· Footpath between The Mount and Clipstone Drive, Newlands, Mansfield Woodhouse – The LAF have objected to an extinguishment Order made by Mansfield District Council, as we believe the path is needed and was previously accepted to be a public right of way by Mansfield DC, we believe it should be retained with a minor diversion. 
12.
AOB/ Members Update

Countryside Stewardship Scheme – It was agreed that County Councillors should be contacted and made aware of the ending of funding for permissive access through the scheme. 

Bennerley Viaduct Project – Funding bid was unsuccessful at first attempt but an improved bid is being prepared for submission shortly. The historic railway bridge has been removed by Network Rail and was not able to be salvaged for retention on the project site.
Southwell Racecourse Path – No progress, waiting for response from Racecourse to Landowner Statement (dedicating footpath) and permissive cycle agreement prepared by NCC some months ago. 
Routes and Rides2 – A new volume of walks will soon be available, Rachel and Steph (Searches Officers) are currently putting the final touches to it.
13.
Future Dates and Venues
It is proposed that the next two meetings will be at Woodborough Institute on the 1st May 2018 and the 31st July 2018, Neil to book.
The Chair concluded the meeting, thanked all those present for attending and closed the meeting.


Close of Meeting
