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The holistic curriculum 

Being a 

Vet 

Being a Vet.mpg
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What are the key ways in which 

young children learn? 
 

• Discuss in twos or threes 

 

• Make a list of the key ways 

you think 2-5 year olds learn. 

Which are the most 

important? Why?   



Current EYFS Framework 

• 2017 EYFS Framework: this is the                            

key document because it sets out the                        

legal requirements and is the only                  

statutory guidance. It has three                            

sections: 

 Learning and Development Requirements;  

Assessment;  

Safeguarding and Welfare requirements 

 

NB:  The current Framework was first implemented in 2012 

and has been revised twice The Tickell Report  Spring 2011 

explains the research and rationale behind it. Also refer to 

‘Supporting Families in the foundation years’ 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Current EYFS framework : key principles 

 
• Reduced bureaucracy for professionals, simplified the 

statutory assessment of children’s development at age five. 

• Simplified the learning and development requirements by 

reducing the number of early learning goals from 69 to 17. 

• Stronger emphasis on the three prime areas which are 

most essential for children’s healthy development: 

communication and language; physical; and personal, 

social and emotional development. 

• A progress check at age two …so that children get any 

additional support they need before they start school. 

• Focus on strengthening partnerships between professionals 

and parents, ensuring that the new framework uses clear 

language.    DfE March 2012 



Statutory Framework for EYFS 

• School readiness 1.1 (also see 100 review) 

 

• Play based curriculum based on children's 

interests and needs (unique child) 1.8 

 

• Working in partnership with parents 1.1 

 

•  Multi-agency working (eg 1.6, 2.5) 

 

• Seven areas of learning 1.3 & 1.4 

 

• Outdoor play 3.58 and Paediatric First Aid 3.25 

 

 

 

 



School Readiness 

   We do children no favours if they are not 

properly prepared for the transition into 

school and beyond reception to Year 1. 

By the age of five children should be 

ready to make the most of the wealth of 

opportunities available to them at their 

next stage of learning and development.’ 
 

Supporting Families in the Foundation Years p. 18 

 

 



 

School Readiness 

 
    ‘No nationally agreed definition’ of the term 

school readiness (Ofsted 2014) and the 100 

review (2017) revisits this. In its response to the 

2012 EYFS consultation the Government:  

• Said there were concerns about ‘too strong a 

focus on formal education too soon’ and 

considered this anxiety to be ‘unwarranted’  

• Clarified school readiness is learning ‘through 

exploration and play’ to ‘walk and run, to talk 

and understand, and learn to relate to others as 

well as beginning to read and write and use 

numbers’. 



  

1. To sit still and listen 

2. To be aware of other children 

3. To understand the word ‘no’ and the boundaries 

it sets for behaviour 

4. To understand the word ‘stop’ and that such a 

phrase might be used to prevent danger 

5. To be toilet-trained and be able to go to the loo 

6. To recognise their own name 

7. To speak to an adult to ask for help 

8. To be able to take off their coat and put on shoes 

9. To talk in sentences 

10. To open and enjoy a book 

Definition by Frank Field in his 2010 

report, ‘The Foundation Years’. 



School readiness  

• Ofsted document ‘Are you ready?’ (2014) 

will support planning to close the gap 

• School readiness  

- is a process, not a point in time 

- relies on children accessing a broad and 

balanced curriculum! 

- is also supported by good continuity and 

‘smooth transitions’ 

- addresses disadvantage 



Are you ready? Best settings: 

• Have clear view of school readiness 

• Assess early, drawing on close partnerships with 

other providers/agencies and knowledge of locality 

• Engage parents and carers 

• Address developmental delays promptly using 

planned interventions eg Sp&L programmes;  

discrete adult-led sessions (use of PP funding) 

• Staff encourage children to communicate, to speak 

in sentences and to initiate questions; and they 

engage with children in imaginative role play 



Seven areas of learning 

The three prime areas are: 

   - Personal social and emotional 
development (PSED) 

   - Communication and Language (CAL) 

   - Physical Development (PD) 

 

   These three areas are fundamental – they 
underpin learning 

   The splitting of Communication and 
Language from Literacy was very significant 

 



Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 

• Maslow's hierarchy of needs is a theory in psychology proposed by 

Abraham Maslow in his 1943 paper "A Theory of Human Motivation"  



Seven areas of learning 

The four specific areas are: 

   - Literacy (reading and writing) 

   - Mathematics 

   - Understanding the world 

   - Expressive arts and design 

 

 The prime areas are strengthened through 
the specific areas - they provide the context 
for learning and applying knowledge and 
skills 

 

    

 



Development Matters 



Development Matters Document 

 This is non-statutory guidance which was DfE 

approved – however they replaced this with ‘Early 

Years Outcomes’ in Summer 2013. 

   Development Matters looks in more detail at how 

to implement the learning and development 

requirements and was designed to support the 

statutory framework. 

    It provides information about how to put the 

principles into practice and is divided into sections 

containing much of what you need to know in 

order to successfully meet the requirements of the 

EYFS. 



‘Children are born ready, able and eager to 

learn’ 



Understanding Development 

• Young children develop in individual ways and 

at varying rates 

 

• Stages are more important than ages 

 

• Why is important to understand children’s 

developmental stages? 

 

• Read section 49 -51 (p.27-28) of Teaching 

and Play in the Early Years. What are the 

implications for your practice? 



Amazon  approx £15.50! 



Unique child 
Positive 

relationships 
Enabling 

environments 

What adults could 

do – getting it right 

for each child 

What adults 

could provide to 

achieve this 

Observing what a 

child is learning – 

examples within 

that age band 

Assessment- informed decisions lead to accurate 

planning for groups and individuals.  



  

 

Prime areas - Language and 

Communication 
 

 
1. Building Blocks of Language 

 

• Play and Interaction 

• Reading and Writing 

• Attention and Listening 

• Understanding of Language 

• Speech Sounds and Talk 

 

Can you put these in developmental order? 

 



Prime areas - Language and 

Communication 

Language throughout the ELGs  

 

Read through the ELGs and note 

the references to language and 

communication 

(Statutory Framework pages 10-12) 

 

 



Prime Areas – Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

• Read through every stage of one of 
the Unique Child columns 
(developmental steps) for PSED – 
start at 0-11 months! 

• Discuss at your table how these 
steps relate to children in your class 

• How do you ensure that there is 
appropriate provision for the range 
of development needs? 



Prime Areas – Physical 

Development 

• Using Development Matters identify the 

progression of either toilet training (Health and 

Self-Care p 25-27) or writing (Moving and 

Handling p 22-24); ensure you look at every age 

band. 

 

• Note the language  

 

• Any comments or observations?  

 



Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Activity 1  

 

Match the statements to the 

headings 

 

What are the implications for your 

practice? 

 



Characteristics of Effective Learning 



Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Activity 2  

• Read through the Enabling Environment 
column 

• What are the main themes/key concepts? 

• Do you provide for these in your 
school/setting? 

• Reflect upon your environment and what 
you may need to change. 



Characteristics for Effective Learning 

Activity 3  

• Look at the photographs and discuss 

the adult role  

• Look through the Positive 

Relationships column 

• What are the implications for your 

practice? 



Learning, Playing and Interacting 



What are the key ways in which young 

children learn? 

• Return to your list 

• Compare to the list on page 9 of 

LP&I 

• Which ones did you miss and why? 

How can you ensure that you 

provide for all these key features of 

EYFS learning? 



Learning, Playing and Interacting 



Teaching and play in the early 

years 

• Published July 2015 

• Adds more clarity to definition of 

school readiness and how to 

achieve it 

• Particular reference to funded two 

year olds and the rationale behind 

encouraging schools to take them 
 



Teaching and Play 

 

• Watch the video clip 

• How are the adults teaching? 

• What about other learning opportunities 

– what is the adult’s role in helping 

children to learn in different ways? 

• How can adult-led activities involve 

playful teaching and playful learning? 

 

../../2015-16 CPD offer/Aut 2015 Effective Practice/A balancing act - teaching and play, no one way - overview introduction.mp4


• The Statutory Framework and 

supporting publications place high 

emphasis on the importance of 

effective planned interventions in 

children’s learning, within the context 

of a play-based curriculum 

• It is important to plan a good balance 

of child-initiated, adult-led and adult-

directed learning 



 Assessment and tracking:  

Where to start? 

• Baseline all children as soon as possible (as soon 

as they are settled); at the latest by October half 

term (F2/ Reception) or within 6 weeks of entry 

(F1/nursery), including all stakeholders views 

• Set a trajectory for at least expected progress 

using in-school system 

• Set up a manageable system for checking on 

learning, collecting evidence and keeping track 

• Determine points at which progress is checked and 

ensure tracker is updated in line with school 

requirements (normally termly or sometimes half-

termly) 

 



Optional Reception Baseline assessment 

• Introduced by the government to set a 

baseline for measuring progress across the 

primary school 

• Four now approved for use: CEM (Durham) 

Early Excellence  NfER and GL 

• Must be completed within the first 6 weeks 

• No longer being used by the government to 

set progress baseline 

• Only use if your school requires it or if you 

consider it useful to feed into overall 

baseline 



Setting a trajectory 



Ongoing assessment 

 

 



Setting a baseline and tracking 

• When a child enters your setting, assess using 

the EYFS Age Bands and, if appropriate, the 

ELGs. Use a ‘best fit’ approach, do not attempt 

to ‘tick’ every statement.  

• Assess the child’s skills and attitudes to 

learning (C of EL) 

• To support judgments use information which 

has come from the previous setting/ parents  

(eg ‘All about Me’) and the optional Baseline 

assessment 

•  Moderate with colleagues 

 

Day 1 papers/All about me May 2012.doc
../../2015-16 CPD offer/Aut 2015 Effective Practice/All about me May 2012.doc


Setting a baseline and tracking 

• Decide if the child is broadly entering (low) developing 

(middle) or secure (high) within a band and use this as 

your starting point 

• Track development within each of the 17 strands  

(within the  7 areas of learning and development) using 

any commercial electronic tracker (these come with a 

warning!) or paper versions. Identify and address gaps. 
 

• Prime Areas monitoring tool example  

• Individual records/learning journeys (example) 

• Development Matters cohort tracker (example) 

• Example annual tracker (example) 

• Phonic tracker from scheme used 

 

Day 1 papers/EY progress tracking tool cross reference with early years outcomes sept 20131.doc
Day 1 papers/EYFS Individual Pupil.doc
Day 1 papers/Using_Development_Matters_tracker.doc
Day 1 papers/On+entry+and+end+of+reception+summary+chart+for+cohort-+all+areas+of+learning-+final-Sept+121.doc


Assessment: Statutory Requirements  

• Ongoing assessment as an integral part of 

the learning: involving all adults (teacher, 

TA, parent/carer) 

• Used to inform planning 

• Matched to descriptors eg  Early Years 

Outcomes, ELGs 

• EYFS Profile is to ‘sum up’ a child’s 

achievement at the end of the EYFS 

• The Profile must be completed and 

outcomes submitted in the summer term of 

F2 

 
Page 13-15 in the Statutory Framework 



Observation and Assessment  

         
• Effective assessment takes equal account of all 

aspects of the child’s development and learning. 

• Observation and interaction are fundamental to 
understanding what children know and can do 

• Accurate assessments are reliant upon taking 
contributions from a range of perspectives, including 
actively seeking view of parents/carers and children 
themselves, across a range of situations. 

• Judgments should be ‘best fit’ and not ‘ticking off’ 
statements.  

• Avoid tick lists and one-off tests as reliable 
demonstrations of progress. These do not create a well 
rounded picture of a child's attainment. 

• The EYFS Profile (ie judgment of emerging, expected 
or exceeding the ELG) is for summative assessment at 
the end of F2 
 

 

 

 



 Thinking about your tracking system  

• Is it manageable and easy to use? 

• Does it cover all areas of development (not just 

Literacy and Maths!) 

• Does it rely on tests/tasks, or does it mainly rely 

on ongoing formative assessment? 

• Are judgments ‘best fit’ based on EYFS 

requirements? 

• Do judgments draw on information from a range 

of perspectives?  



Gap tasks! 

1. Using the communication audit, find the 

‘hotspots’ in your environment. Note the features 

which encourage children to talk. Come prepared 

to discuss how this audit has informed your 

enabling environment 

2. Bring examples of your planning and any 

assessment evidence (eg learning journeys) to 

share next time 

3. Bring Exemplification of ELGs (EYFS Profile) for 

reference 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eyfs

-profile-exemplication-materials  

../../2015-16 CPD offer/Aut 2015 Effective Practice/papers/ECAT Environment  Audit V2.doc
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Contacts 

• http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/schoolsportal 

(username and password from school office) 
 

liz.kitts@nottscc.gov.uk 
 

• List of EYST and SaLT contacts provided 

 

• http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/no-

pens-day-wednesday/ October 4th 

• http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/  

• http://nottslanguageforlife.co.uk   
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