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Minutes of the July 2017 Meeting of 
Nottinghamshire Local Access Forum

Date: 

Tuesday 25th July at 7.15pm
Venue:
County Hall, West Bridgford.
Forum Members:  Alex Staniforth (Chair), Dennis Reeson, Hilary Limb, Alan Hudson, Alison Pritchard, and Mary Mills.

Officers and Guests:  Neil Lewis (NCC), Chris Thompson (Notts Ramblers).
1.
Apologies: Penny Lymn Rose (Vice Chair). 
2.
Minutes of the last Meeting:  The minutes for the 18th April 2017 meeting were accepted as a true record.          
3.
Matters arising not covered elsewhere in the agenda:
Warsop and Shirebrook disused railway track – the landowner has dedicated a bridleway along the old colliery line following negotiations by Ramblers and the BHS, this has now been finalised using a landowner statement and declaration. A contractor will do the necessary works to bring the route up to a safe standard for public use. Neil asked the LAF for any ideas to prevent or discourage motorbike use. Notices were the only option agreed.
Countryside Stewardship Scheme – members agreed that this is an important issue which we should continue to pursue, Mary to send a standard letter to parish councils with Stewardship paths advising them of the end of the scheme as they are probably the best people to approach and negotiate with landowners. The County Council will assist with landowner declarations where an agreement can be reached to retain permissive access after the end of the scheme.
4. 
Miner2Major Project 

The LAF and others with an interest in Countryside Access improvements attended a meeting organised by the LAF at County Hall on the 13th June. At this meeting various potential small improvements and projects were put forward and discussed, and subsequently several more suggestions were put forward by members and guests. A list of these is attached for information.

Alex and Mary attended a follow up meeting at County Hall on Friday 14th July, Mary to forward a copy of our “wish list” to those present.  The main points to come out of the meeting were: Match funding is still being sought to enable the main application for funding to be submitted in November. All being well the project should kick off in July 2018. As far as access is concerned the project is looking primarily at routes from NCN6 to local countryside sites and attractions, with bus connectivity (suggested by Alex) also being considered. 
There is a project meeting on 6th September in Rainworth but no LAF members are invited. 
5.
Trent Vale Trail – Alan Hudson
A Friends Group has been formed with representatives from all the villages along the proposed route, lots of support and offers of help received. There are landowner issues still to be resolved, and a meeting is to be held on 30th September to look over the plans before applying for funding. Alternative routes for horse riders parallel to the trail are being investigated by North Clifton horse riders.
6.
Rights of Way Management Plan (ROWMP)

Plan is on hold again due to recent county council elections and as new councillors and committees are sorted. Shortly the plan will be taken for approval to the Communities and Place Committee Chairman.
7.
Priority scheme for Definitive Map Modification Orders (DMMOs)

All Authorities are required to deal with applications for DMMO within a reasonable time scale. If an applicant is dissatisfied they can seek a direction from the Planning Inspectorate. The PI are required to take into account any statement of priority which the authority has in place when deciding whether to direct the Council to determine the Application within a timescale.
The LAF are an advisory body to the County Council and therefore it is appropriate that an opinion be sort on priorities by members. 

This was discussed briefly, more info and a draft document to be sent out to members for consideration.
8.
Gating Orders / Public Spaces Protection Orders


None

9.
NCC Planning and Licensing Committee update
Village Greens and Public Rights of Way reports will now be considered by this one committee.
First meeting considered Diversion Proposal at Bingham Toot Hill School – Diverting footpaths to the perimeter of the school field and providing some additional link paths - Committee decision to make the Order. 

Also due to be taken to this meeting was a report on a footpath claim at Staythorpe- this was deferred due to landowner not being available.
10.
Town and Village Greens/ Common Land
None
11.
PPOs and DMMOs 

None discussed
12.
AOB/ Members Update

LAF Conference – Neil and Mary attended but were not impressed by the presentation or content of the subjects discussed. There was nothing to inspire LAFs at all.
HS2 – Rights of way usage surveys are being undertaken in the areas affected by Phase 2B of HS2. The LAF will be kept informed of developments.

Level Crossings – there have been a couple of fatalities at Attenborough crossings recently (Nature Reserve and Long Lane), however Network Rail are now looking at ways of making the crossings safer rather than closing them as the level of opposition was so high. A risk assessment has been completed for Barratt’s Lane No.1 Crossing for Network Rail.
Blidworth Access Issues - Countryside Access Team now have a map with the location of barriers which are preventing Mr Pilling and others with mobility issues from accessing a lot of countryside North of Blidworth and in the Sherwood Pines area. 

It was agreed that a site visit would be arranged preferably for a Friday in early September to investigate barrier locations. Mary and Neil to agree suitable dates and contact all members. 

Seasonal TRO – There have been some issues but overall positive. The current closures will be monitored for another year before any decision is made on whether to extend seasonal closure to any other byways in the county.
Walks and Rides - Funding is likely to be available for a new edition of Walks and Rides.

13.
Future Dates and Venues
Neil to book Rufford Suite at County Hall for next meeting on 7th November 2017.
7pm for a 7.15pm start. 

The Chair concluded the meeting, thanked all those present for attending and closed the meeting.


Close of Meeting
