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Report to the Executive Director,  
Children and Families  

 
19 May 2025 

 
 

REPORT OF THE SERVICE DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONING AND RESOURCES 
 

LAKE VIEW PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL - DELIVERY OF EARLY 
YEARS EDUCATION PLACES 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. This report seeks approval for Lake View Primary School to provide early years places by 

formally lowering the age range from the existing 3 - 11 years to 2 - 11 years. 
 

Information 
 
2. It is government policy that early years places can be delivered through local authority 

maintained schools, academy trust schools and providers in the private, voluntary and 
independent sectors. 

 
3. The school and governing body have carried out a survey of families and the local 

community, the results showed that there was a need for a nursery. The proposal is to 
reduce the age range within the school to 2 years from 3 years to enable the school to offer 
sessional care for pre-school age starting from 2 years of age. Children and families of 2 
year-olds will have access to early years childcare and education in their own locality. They 
will not need to travel to an alternative provider out of the area to access their free 
entitlement place. This will be effective from the start of Autumn Term 2025. 

 
4. There will be no change to statutory school places within the school. The school governing 

body has approved this proposal.  
 
5. The County Council’s Early Childhood Services and Strategic Pupil Place Planning teams 

have reviewed the current take up of early years education places in the area and 
acknowledge the potential benefits of the proposal for the school. It will support the school’s 
aim to provide continuous education from age 2 to 11.  

 
6. In order for this proposal to progress, it is a legal requirement for the Local Authority to 

publish a ‘statutory notice’ to alter the lower age range limit of the school from 3 - 11 years 
to 2 - 11 years and to consult with local people and other interested parties so that they 
can give their views.  
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Statutory Notice 
 
7. Local authorities are required by the Department for Education to follow the statutory 

process for making prescribed alterations to schools. This is based on Department for 
Education statutory guidance: ‘‘Making significant changes (‘prescribed alterations’) to 
maintained schools: Statutory guidance for proposers and decision makers’, DfE, October 
2024. 

 
8. In accordance with the provisions of Section 19 (1) of the Education and Inspections Act 

(EIA) 2006 and The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) 

(England) Regulations 2013, Nottinghamshire County Council published a section 19 

notice on 28 February 2025.  

 

9. There was a four-week representation period following the publication of the notice during 
which objections and comments could be made about the proposal. The notice expired on 
27 March 2025. 

 
Other Options Considered 
 
10. The only other feasible option available to the school is for parents who wish for their 

children to receive early years education between the ages of 2 -3 years is to send them 
to alternative early years provision in the local community area which may be available 
through six other providers.  

 
Reason/s for Recommendation/s 
 
11. The Childcare Act (2006) requires local authorities in England to ensure a sufficiency of 

childcare and to shape and support the development of childcare in their area in order to 
make it flexible, sustainable and responsive to the needs of the community. 

 
12. The proposal outlined in this report is perceived as being in the best interests of both Lake 

View Primary School and its community.  
 

Statutory and Policy Implications 
 
13. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and 

disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human 
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty, 
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability 
and the environment and where such implications are material they are described below. 
Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as 
required. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
14. Any variation to the numbers of children attending the school through this proposed change 

to the age range will be reflected in the school’s budget through the Early Years Single 
Funding Formula.  
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15. The school financial management system will ensure financial sustainability. The school’s 
Head Teacher, Business Manager and Governing Body will be responsible for reviewing 
and monitoring the ongoing financial situation. Updates will be offered termly at the Finance 
& General Purposes Committee meetings and fed back to the Full Governing Body. 

 
Consultation  
 
16. As part of the statutory process Nottinghamshire County Council conducted a formal 

consultation on a proposal that the age range at Lake View Primary School be lowered to 
2 - 11 years from the existing 3 - 11 years. 

 
17. Consultees were informed that this consultation was statutory and would run from 28 

February 2025 to 27 March 2025. 

 
18. A summary of the questions and responses received is attached as Appendix 1 to this 

report.  

 
Crime and Disorder Implications 
 
19. Appropriate consideration has been given to the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. It is the 

view of the County Council that the early years places do not pose a significant risk to 
increasing criminal activity within the locality of the school.  

 
Data Protection and Information Governance 
 
20. Information sharing and General Data Protection Regulation compliance is central to the 

school. Where required, information sharing agreements, data protection impact 
assessments and Privacy Notices will be issued.  

 
Human Resources Implications  
 
21. As a result of this proposal, if additional staffing is required in the school to ensure the 

effective delivery of the early years education proposed, the school will use appropriate 
recruitment and selection procedures when making appointments and has consulted with 
Nottinghamshire County Council’s HR team who have approved the proposal.  

 
Human Rights Implications 
 
22. Parental preference will be facilitated.  
 
Public Sector Equality Duty implications 
 
23. If approval is given for this proposal to proceed, it will contribute to the availability of an 

early years education place for all parents who wish to take up a place for their child.  
 
24. The consultation was carried out online and hard copy versions were also provided for 

those without internet access. 
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Safeguarding of Children and Adults at Risk Implications 
 
25. Safeguarding is a central focus for all schools and childcare providers. The increase in 

numbers of children accessing an early years education place at the school may identify 
safeguarding concerns in greater numbers of children. Nottinghamshire County Council 
has facilitated a number of training events to ensure all early years providers and schools 
have the skills and knowledge to tackle safeguarding.  

 
Implications for Sustainability and the Environment  
 
26. By providing local early years education places, the need for travelling to alternative 

providers by car can be reduced.  
 

RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
1) That, in view of the responses received in support of the proposal, the Corporate 

Director, Children and Families, approves that the age range at Lake View Primary 
School be lowered to 2 - 11 years from the existing 3 - 11 years. 

 
 
Rachel Miller 
Service Director, Commissioning and Resources 
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact:  
 
Lynn Gilhooley 
Senior Pupil Place Planning Officer 
Strategic Pupil Place Planning 
T: 0115 9773587 
E: lynn.gilhooley@nottscc.gov.uk 
 
Constitutional Comments (LPW 06/05/25) 
 
27. The recommendation falls within the remit of the Executive Director, Children and Families, 

by virtue of CF.1 of the Scheme of Delegation to Officers.  
 
Financial Comments (CDS 01/05/25) 
 
28. Funding for the children attending the school through the proposed change to the age 

range would be reflected in the school’s budget through the Early Years Funding Formula 
(Dedicated Schools Grant). 

  
29. The funding would be contained within Nottinghamshire County Council’s Early Years 

Block, which for 2025/26 is £128.3 million. 
 
HR Comments (MR 30/04/25) 
 
30.  The schools recruitment procedures will be used to fulfil any additional posts required.   
 
 

mailto:lynn.gilhooley@nottscc.gov.uk
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Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents 
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 
 
Making significant changes (‘prescribed alterations’) to maintained schools 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 
Blidworth   Councillor Richard Ward 
 
CF0264 
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1131672/Making_significant_changes__prescribed_alterations__to_maintained_schools_Jan_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1131672/Making_significant_changes__prescribed_alterations__to_maintained_schools_Jan_2023.pdf

