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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2025 
  
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER, CABINET MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN 
 
WRITTEN RESPONSES PROVIDED AFTER THE MEETING AS THE TIME LIMIT 
OF 60 MINUTES WAS REACHED 
 
Question to the Chairman of Health Scrutiny Committee from Councillor Teresa 
Cullen  
 
What is the Council’s health scrutiny function doing to monitor and address the 
disparities across the county relating to access to NHS dental care? 
 
Response from the Chairman of Health Scrutiny Committee, Councillor Mike 
Robertson 
 
Since this was discussed by Health Scrutiny Committee on the 16 January 2024, the 
Department for Health and Social Care published the national dental recovery plan 
and planning guidance for 25/26. Our local NHS dental commissioners were tasked to 
work with providers and deliver over 24,000 new urgent/unscheduled appointments, 
accessed via NHS 111 or participating practices, this financial year.  
 
The team deliver regular updates on this to the Nottingham & Nottinghamshire Oral 
Health Steering Group, so it would be good to schedule for an update on this to come 
to Health Scrutiny Committee soon. 
 
In the interim, we are aware that partners locally are working with regional colleagues 
to pursue the system’s ambition to expand water fluoridation across all of Nottingham 
and Nottinghamshire, following the Secretary of State’s approval to expand water 
fluoridation arrangements in the North East of England.   
 


