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 TRANSPORT UPDATE 
 
 Purpose of Report 
 
1. To update the Committee on key transport issues for the Greater Nottingham 

Local Transport Plan (LTP) area. 
 
 Local Transport Plan 3 
 
2. All local transport authorities are required to produce a revised Local 

Transport Plan (LTP) by April 2011. The Department for Transport (DfT) 
issued draft guidance on 18 December 2008, with comments required by 9 
April 2009. Final guidance should be published later in the summer this year.  

 
3. The LTP must contain both transport strategies and implementation plans and 

these two parts may be reviewed and replaced at different times, not set by 
Government. DfT does not currently intend to link any performance funding to 
the quality or delivery of LTPs. The authorities generally welcome the greater 
flexibility provided within this guidance and anticipates starting work on these 
new documents later this year. 

 
4. The LTPs will need to: 
 

• Reflect national transport goals and challenges (as set out in the DaSTS 
consultation) 

• State how they contribute to regional objectives 
• Support local strategic objectives as identified in the Sustainable 

Communities Strategy and other local documents, to link transportwith an 
areas wider agenda, such as education, employment, health, equality and 
social exclusion, crime and the environment. 

• Integrate transport and land-use planning. 
  
 
 Congestion Performance Funding 
 
5. On 23rd February the Secretary of State announced future allocations of the 

Congestion Performance Fund for each of the ten urban areas on the basis of 
exceeding tackling congestion targets. 
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6. In total Greater Nottingham has been awarded more than £650,000 of 

additional funding to further help tackle urban congestion. This is on the basis 
that average person journey times in 2007/8 were the same as in 2005/6 
instead of increasing as forecast. 

 
7. The funding will be allocated to joint conurbation projects in accordance with 

the Greater Nottingham Congestion Delivery Plan (currently being updated). 
The types of projects identified in the Plan that are likely to be funded are: 

 
• Contribution to Nottingham Station Hub project 
• Greater Nottingham Transport computer model development 
• Congestion corridor monitoring 
• Smarter Choices measures 
• Intelligent Transport Systems linked to the Traffic Control Centre 

 
 A453 Widening Scheme 
 
8. Details of the A453 major road widening scheme to cut congestion, improve 

safety and help boost the East Midlands economy were published by the 
Highways Agency on 29 January. An Environmental Statement and draft 
orders for the scheme were also published. 

 
9. The scheme will widen the road between Junction 24 of the M1 and the A52 

at Nottingham. This will bring faster and safer journeys to one of the most 
heavily congested routes in the East Midlands. 

 
10. There is a 13-week period during which statutory bodies, businesses, groups 

or individuals can comment on, support or object to the draft Orders. 
Comments on the draft Orders and Environment Statement can be made until 
Thursday, 30 April 2009 and should be sent to the Highways Agency’s A453 
Widening Team. 

 
11. Depending on the nature and number of objections the Highways Agency 

receives, a Public Inquiry is likely to be held before an independent Inspector 
in the Autumn. 

 
12. Following any inquiry, the Secretary of State for Transport and the Secretary 

of State for Communities and Local Government would consider the 
Inspector's report, together with any objections and representations made, 
before making their decision on the future of the scheme. If the scheme 
proceeds, the Highways Agency will make statutory Orders and purchase the 
land required for the scheme. 

 
13. Main works could start on site in winter 2010/11, subject to completion of 

statutory processes and consideration of any objections to the scheme the 
widened road could open in 2012. 
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14. The East Midlands region has confirmed that the scheme, which has a cost 
estimate range of £141 to £194 million, is a priority for funding from money 
provided by the Government in the Regional Funding Allocation. 

 
15. Upgrading of the A453 is likely to achieve significant economic benefits for the 

sub-region and identified by the business community as vital to maintaining 
business competitiveness as: 

 
• It is the main highway link from Nottingham to the national motorway 

network providing connectivity to the South and to the West Midlands. 
 
• It has been identified as being amongst the 10% worst congested trunk 

road routes in the country and thus upgrading of the route achieves 
significant efficiency savings through reducing journey times and 
achieving more predictable journeys. 

 
• It is estimated that the A453 Kegworth to Nottingham stretch costs the 

economy between £3.5m and £5m per annum. 
 
• Along with NET Phase 2 and other measures it will increase transport 

capacity in the corridor. 
 
• It is the main connection to East Midlands Airport which serves the City 

and is also one of the region’s major employers (the Airport currently 
supports approximately 9,100 jobs, which could rise by over 26,000 jobs 
by 2030). 

 
• Upgrading of the route supports the brand new East Midlands Parkway 

Station. 
 
• The investment in the scheme could provide a stimulus to the local 

construction sector and create new employment opportunities during the 
national economic downturn. 

 
16. Both authorities are continuing to work closely with the Highways Agency and 

its contractors to ensure that negative environmental and community impacts 
will be minimised and where necessary appropriate mitigation measures put 
in place. 

 
 NET Phase 2 
 
17. The decision on the Transport and Works Act Order application for NET 

Phase Two is expected in the next few weeks. This will provide the powers to 
build, operate and maintain the system.  

 
18. Draft sections of the Outline Business Case have been made available to the 

Department for Transport and comments have been received, and it is 
expected that the formal submission will be made in early April. This will 
enable the Department for Transport, in conjunction with the Treasury, to 
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grant conditional approval to the project and this is a necessary step before 
procurement can commence.  

 
19. The Outline Business Case will include details of the proposed arrangements 

for the future combined NET Line One/Phase Two concession and the overall 
strategy for procurement. A Prior Information Notice has been displayed in the 
European Journal to give advanced information to potential bidders before the 
formal procurement process commences.     

 
20. The headline project milestones are as follows: 
 

Transport and Works Act Order made – Late spring 2009 
Conditional approval received – Early summer 2009 
Commence procurement of new concession – Summer 2009 
Department for Transport full approval and concession award – Summer 2011 
Phase Two opens - 2014   

 
 RECOMMENDATION 
 
21. It is RECOMMENDED that Members of the Committee note the contents of 

the report. 
 

Background Papers 
 
A453 M1 to Nottingham Improvement, Draft Orders and Environmental 
Statement, Department for Transport 29 January 2009. 
PSA Urban Congestion Announcement: Congestion Performance Fund 
Payments, Department for Transport, 23rd February 2009. 
Greater Nottingham Congestion Delivery Plan, April 2007. 

 
Contact Officers 

 
 Chris Carter, Environment and Regeneration, Nottingham City Council 

Tel: 0115 915 55220 
E-mail: chris.carter@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

 
Heather Stokes, Communities Department, Nottinghamshire County Council 
Tel: 0115 977 4825  
E-mail: heather.stokes@nottscc.gov.uk 
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