I%a Nottinghamshire Report to the Cabinet Member for
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Decision Report: 29 March 2023

REPORT OF THE INTERIM SERVICE DIRECTOR, PLACE & COMMUNITIES

LOCAL COMMUNITIES FUND: FOOD REDISTRIBUTION FUND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Purpose of the Report

1. The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the award of funding that supports the
delivery of the Council Plan through meeting the Local Communities Fund 2022-26 criteria.
This report relates to the Food Redistribution Fund.

Information

2. The Local Communities Fund is the County Council’s key vehicle for delivering grant
funding to voluntary and community groups.

3. In December 2022 the Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health approved
£210,000 over 3 years from 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2026 for the establishment of a Food
Redistribution Fund to support continued investment in food redistribution schemes. The
Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health notes the range of projects that
are recommended to be funded by this grant and how these will support public health
outcomes.

4. The Food Redistribution Fund aims to support local projects addressing food insecurity and
improving access to nutritious and affordable food through food redistribution schemes. A
total of three funding rounds are planned with an allocated budget of £90,000 in 2023/24,
£65,000 in 2024/25 and £55,000 in 2025/26.

5. The first funding round opened on 3 February 2023, inviting voluntary and community
groups to apply for up to £10,000, and closed on 26 February 2023. 31 applications totalling
£262,260 have been received, assessed, and moderated by officers from the Communities
Team and Public Health.

6. Of the 31 applications made, 14 met the eligibility criteria of the fund. A total of £96,777
stated project costs were assessed as eligible to support the delivery of food redistribution
schemes.

7. All 14 applications are recommended to be awarded an equal proportion of their stated
eligible costs. This will ensure all eligible projects are supported and maximum impact for
communities is achieved. In taking this approach, the total recommended expenditure of
this round if approved will not exceed the allocated budget of £90,000.



8. If these recommendations are approved, a total of £120,000 remains for the proposed two
future funding rounds, the next of which is planned to open in spring 2024.

9. Applications to the Food Redistribution Fund should demonstrate how the project benefits
the community and how the project intends to continue as the result of any funding
awarded.

10. The key funding principles of the Local Communities Fund, as agreed by the Communities
Committee, are:

Member led — Members take the lead for decision making on design of the scheme,
and approval of awards.

takes a corporate and coordinated approach — decisions are aligned to the Council’s
ambitions, priorities, and outcomes sought.

recognises the role of the Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) — values the
enormous contribution made.

takes account of any Compacts in place that set out the nature of our relationship
with the VCS.

is proportionate at all stages — including a simple application process, simplified
monitoring etc.

makes the best use of digital technologies.

11. To be eligible for Food Redistribution Funding, applications must:

meet the definition of a food redistribution scheme, i.e., utilises surplus from the food
sector, requires payment and must be for home preparation and cooking

increase access to affordable, nutritious food for families and individuals
experiencing food insecurity

show how they will positively impact environmental sustainability by decreasing food
waste

support the Council’s strategic priorities

have a clear purpose

show evidence of community need and address health inequalities

primarily benefit Nottinghamshire County residents

show that there will be inbuilt financial sustainability beyond the lifetime of the grant
use local assets to increase health and wellbeing for local communities

encourage partnership working.

12. Appendix 1 provides a summary of the Food Redistribution Fund applications
recommended for funding.

Other Options Considered

13. Not to recommend these applications for funding. This may mean that voluntary and
community groups will find it difficult to continue to provide or establish new projects
resulting in poorer access to affordable and nutritious food for those at increased risk of
food insecurity.



14. To award a higher level of funding to a smaller number of applications that have
demonstrated they meet the criteria of the fund. This would result in fewer groups receiving
support.

Reasons for Recommendation

15. The applications recommended for funding as listed in Appendix 1 to this report, meet the
published criteria for the Food Redistribution Fund and therefore these projects contribute
to the wider strategic priorities of the County Council.

Statutory and Policy Implications

16. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and
disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty,
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability,
and the environment and where such implications are material they are described below.
Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as
required.

Financial Implications

17. 31 applications have been received. It is recommended that 14 of these are awarded as
set out in Appendix 1 to this report to the value of £90,000.

RECOMMENDATION
That the Cabinet Member:

1) Approves the £90,000 for Food Redistribution funding as recommended in Appendix
1 to this report.

Mark Walker
Interim Service Director, Place and Communities

For any enquiries about this report please contact: Cathy Harvey, Team Manager,
Communities, T: 0115 977 2173, E: cathy.harvey@nottscc.gov.uk

Constitutional Comments (EKH 22/03/2023)

18.This report falls within the remit of the Cabinet Member for Communities.

Financial Comments (SES 14/03/2023)
19. The financial implications are set out in the report.

20. A total of three funding rounds are planned with an allocated budget of £90,000 in 2023/24,
£65,000 in 2024/25 and £55,000 in 2025/26.

21.31 applications have been received. It is recommended that 14 of these are awarded as set
out in Appendix 1 to this report to the value of £90,000.



22. Funding will be met from Public Health reserves.
Background Papers and Published Documents

Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local
Government Act 1972.

e None

Electoral Divisions and Members Affected

e Ashfields Clir Jason Zadrozny; Blyth and Harworth Clir Sheila Place; Calverton Clir
Boyd Elliot; Carlton East Clir Mike Adams; Carlton West CliIr Jim Creamer, Clir Errol
Henry; Eastwood Clir Kane Oliver;” Kirkby North Clir Andy Meakin; Mansfield East
Clir Robert Cordon, ClIr Nigel Moxon; Misterton Clir Tracey Taylor; Ollerton Clir Mike
Pringle; Retford East Clir Mike Introna; Retford West Clir Mike Quigley MBE; Sutton
Central and East Clir Sam Deakin; Sutton West Cllr Tom Hollis; Toton Chilwell and
Attenborough ClIr Richard Jackson, Clir Eric Kerry; Warsop Clir Bethan Eddy;
Worksop East ClIr Glynn Gilfoyle; Worksop North Clir Callum Bailey; Worksop South
Clir Nigel Turner; Worksop West CliIr Sybil Fielding.



APPENDIX 1

Local Communities Fund: Food Redistribution Fund Recommendations

Organisation

Project

District(s) supported

Recommended
amount

1 | Bassetlaw Community and
Voluntary Service

Bassetlaw Community and Voluntary Service lead a food insecurity project
which will focus will be on prioritising food sustainability, redistribution and to
support additional partners to establish new food hubs leading to reduced
landfill and all the benefits of community connectivity. Funding as a
contribution to extending their Food Co-ordinator post who will continue to
work with the voluntary sector and other partners to expand food hub provision
across Bassetlaw.

Bassetlaw

£4,540

2 | Bassetlaw Food Bank

A foodbank providing food parcels as well as a Community Shop supports 130
weekly uses in rural villages with access to affordable food. Funding as a
contribution towards the Community Shop food items, staffing, and fuel.

Bassetlaw

£9,300

3 | Bethesda Ministries

Facilitate extension of existing food bank to include a food redistribution
scheme and increasing the amount of time they are open, reaching 320-600
residents over the year. Funding as a contribution towards sourcing nutritious
food at low cost via subscription to FareShare.

Gedling

£1,420

4 | Broxtowe Borough Council

To establish a food redistribution scheme to support families in Eastwood and
surrounding areas to purchase food at a discounted rate, have access to
healthy eating information and recipes and signposting to other help and
support. The scheme will reach 200 residents in the year. Funding as a
contribution towards set up costs of the project, FareShare costs and volunteer
expenses.

Broxtowe

£7,210

5 | Broxtowe Borough Council

To establish a food redistribution scheme to support families in Chilwell to
purchase food at a discounted rate, have access to healthy eating information
and recipes and signposting to other help and support. Funding as a
contribution towards set up costs of the project, FareShare costs and volunteer
expenses.

Broxtowe

£7,900

6 | Broxtowe Community Projects CIO

Broxtowe Community Projects run a community food bank and are looking to
introduce a community pantry allowing members to purchase food at a
discounted rate to help people transition out of dependency on the foodbank.
The scheme aims to reach 1300 local residents over the year. Funding as a
contribution towards food stock, storage, FareShare subscription costs, and
management and volunteer costs.

Broxtowe

£9,300




Organisation

Project

District(s) supported

Recommended
amount

East Kirkby Miners Trust

To establish a food redistribution scheme which will provide access to
affordable and nutritious food for people experiencing food insecurity,
supporting around 50-80 people per week with food parcels. Funding as a
contribution towards a FareShare subscription, equipment set up costs and
volunteer expenses.

Ashfield

£9,230

Hope Nottingham CIO

To establish a food redistribution scheme in Carlton with access to wide
ranging advice and support. The project aims to reach 300 residents in the
year. Funding as a contribution towards set up costs of the club including
equipment, rent, and worker costs.

Gedling

£8,460

Let's All Eat CIC

Continuation of providing food distribution schemes in partnership with
FareShare in Ollerton, Ashfield and Huthwaite and wanting to expand on this.
The project aims to reach 500 residents in the year. Funding as a contribution
towards to employing a food coordinator.

Ashfield
Mansfield
Newark and Sherwood

£9,300

10

Now Church

A community food hub providing 300 members with food and providing recipe
cards, budgeting and health and wellbeing advice via partners. The project
aims to reach 1500 residents in the year. Funding as a contribution towards
FareShare subscription and storage equipment.

Bassetlaw

£5,950

11

Oasis Community Church & Centre
(Worksop)

To provide local residents with access to food boxes via the existing food hub
as part of a wider support service which reaches up to 2000 residents. Funding
as a contribution towards surplus food costs.

Bassetlaw

£1,400

12

Rhubarb Farm CIC

Rhubarb Farm have been running Food Hubs in Bassetlaw for a year and want
to extend their work into rural Mansfield. The project aims to reach 320
residents in the year. Funding as a contribution towards FareShare food costs.

Mansfield

£4,420

13

St Paul's Church Worksop

A project looking to redistribute food provided by local supermarkets and
FareShare. The project aims to reach 200 residents in the year. Funding as a
contribution towards food volunteer and staffing costs.

Bassetlaw

£4,740

14

The Core Centre

The Core Centre run a food redistribution scheme aiming to help prevent food
waste as well as supplement local people's weekly shop. Currently they can
provide boxes for around 20-25 people however they would like to extend this
to around 100 boxes per week. Funding as a contribution towards food stock,
equipment and volunteer expenses / training.

Gedling

£6,830

TOTAL

£90,000




