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                                  minutes 
 

 
Meeting:           Planning and Rights of Way Committee 
 
 
Date:                Tuesday 17 December 2024 (commencing at 10:30am) 
 

 
Membership: 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Mike Quigley MBE (Chairman) 
Jim Creamer (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Mike Adams     Andy Meakin (Apologies)  
André Camilleri    Nigel Moxon  
Robert Corden   Philip Owen  
Sybil Fielding    Francis Purdue-Horan (Apologies) 
Paul Henshaw    Gordon Wheeler 
Rachel Madden (Apologies) 

 
SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS 
 
None 
 
OFFICERS AND COLLEAGUES IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
David Arnold  - Head of Planning and Environment 
Wayne Bexton - Service Director, Green Growth, Investments and Assets 
Steven Eastwood, Sr.- Advanced Legal Practitioner 
Rebecca Kirkland - Planning Support Officer 
Katherine Harclerode- Democratic Services Officer 
Jaspreet Lyall - Barrister and Legal Advisor to the Committee 
Jonathan Smith - Team Manager, Development Management 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Mr Reece Musson, UK 
Smart Design 
 
 

- Proposed extension eastwards to existing 
Misson Grey Sands Quarry, Misson Quarry, 
Bawtry Road, Misson 
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1. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 5 November 2024, having been circulated to 
all Members, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Councillor Purdue-Horan  - medical/illness 
Councillor Rachel Madden - other reasons 
Councillor Andy Meakin  - medical/illness  
 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
4. DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING 
 
There were no declarations of lobbying.  
 

5. PROPOSED EXTENSION EASTWARDS TO EXISTING MISSON GREY 

SANDS QUARRY, MISSON QUARRY, BAWTRY ROAD, MISSON 
 
Jonathan Smith, Team Manager Development Management, introduced the 
application and gave a presentation which included the following information: 
 

• The planning history of the site, the site layout details, site context, maps, 
photographs, restoration plan and planning policies which underpin the 
application. 

• The access to the site was from the southwest with HGVs restricted from 
travelling northeast through Misson. 

• This is a small scale quarry operation, producing around 66,000 to 90,000 
tonnes per annum of aggregate including a grey coloured mortar sand. 

• The site had a history of small extensions, with some other areas having been 
restored. 

• It was proposed to extract 500,000 tonnes of mineral over a five-year period. A 
western extension is allocated in the Minerals Local Plan and was granted 
planning permission in 2023. Mineral extraction is the western extension, which 
is under the ownership of the applicant, commenced in September 2024. 

• The applicant has now been provided with an opportunity by the adjacent 
landowner to work the proposed eastern extension before the area east of the 
haul road is fully restored and unable to be utilised for access.  

• The eastern extension is not allocated in the Minerals Local Plan, but the report 
includes information regarding the need for the mineral to maintain a continuity 
of supply, including of the distinctive grey sand for which the Plan makes special 
provision. 

• The eastern extension would be worked in four phases, with restoration 
including an eastern hedgerow boundary and a woodland block along the 
southern boundary. 
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• The proposed restoration scheme provides for a number of habitat 
enhancements. The quarry floor would be restored to low lying agricultural 
pasture in keeping with the adjacent restoration scheme, with the addition of 
wildlife ponds and areas of shrub planting. The banks of the eastern extension 
would be restored predominantly to grassland and heather brashing and 
pockets of woodland. 

• Although the restoration plan was submitted prior to Biodiversity Net Gain 
becoming mandatory, the site does still provide modest gain and is considered 
to meet the Biodiversity-led Policy objectives within the Minerals Local Plan.  

• Comments were received from Misson Parish Council which has noted the 
works are getting closer to the village and will require HGVs to be running for a 
longer period of time.  

• The ½ km distance between the extension site and the nearest properties in 
Misson would continue to provide a buffer to residents, and the 15 HGVs 
entering and leaving the site would continue to do so from the Southwest, 
thereby avoiding travelling through the village. 

• There had been no complaints relating to HGV routing from the site, and the 
signage would be retained on the site.  

• Concerns initially raised by the Environment Agency had been addressed 
through an updated flood risk assessment. The EA now raised no objection. 

• Natural England raised no objection subject to a condition securing a 
construction environment management plan to ensure no damage or 
destruction to the interest features for which the River Idle Washlands SSSI, 
located around 900 metres to the south of the site, is notified.  

• The applicant has subsequently submitted a management plan, and Natural 
England confirmed that it raised no objection to this plan and considers the 
proposed development would not have significant impacts on the SSSI.  

• Conditions can continue to adequately deal with matters including archaeology, 
noise, mud, and dust control. A number of conditions have been updated to 
reflect the status of permission areas as well as incorporating a number of 
previously approved schemes and documents.  

• The recommendation was therefore to approve planning permission subject to 
the conditions set out in Appendix 1 of the report. 
 

Mr Reece Musson, UK Smart Design, spoke on behalf of the applicant and made the 
following points: 
 

• Misson Quarry had operated for over 20 years and was considered a 
cornerstone of Nottinghamshire construction industry.  

• The supply of premium grey sand essential for mortar production was a material 
in high demand due to its unique qualities, particularly in the Nottinghamshire 
and Yorkshire regions.  

• Reserves currently onsite would be exhausted imminently without the action 
being taken and approval being given for the application, leading to sterilisation 
of the mineral. 

• The proposed extension would unlock an estimated 400,000 tonnes of sand 
and gravel reserves supply for approximately five years.  
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• The key benefits included economic stability of secure employment for local 
residents and supporting downstream industries like construction and logistics, 
contributing to the regional economy. 

• Environmental responsibilities of the applicant included comprehensive 
mitigation measures which would minimise noise, dust and the impact of traffic 
with operations already adhering to the existing high standards set by the 
applicant. No complaints had been received to date.  

• A robust restoration plan would enhance biodiversity on the site and would 
create a mix of agricultural land and conservation habitats once the extraction 
is complete.  

• The proposal aligned with policy and traffic and transport was key, with thirty 
movements in and out of the site per day being maintained.  

• Sand and gravel resources could only be extracted where they occur. It was 
felt that failure to approve the application would result in sterilisation of a 
valuable resource, undermining the regional supply chain and forcing reliance 
on less sustainable alternatives.  

• This application strikes a careful balance between meeting economic needs 
and protecting the environment, ensuring continuity for a vital industry, 
safeguarding local jobs and contributing to a greener future through responsible 
site restoration. 

 
During debate, members expressed the following point: 
 

• It was noted that, as indicated in the report, the application was before the 
committee for the sole reason that the threshold for extraction exceeded the 
amount that officers had delegated authority to approve.  

 
RESOLVED (2024/19): 
 

1) That planning permission be granted subject to the conditions set out in 
Appendix 1. 

 
6. REVIEW OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL’S PRE-APPLICATION PLANNING 

ADVICE CHARGING SCHEDULE 
 

Jonathan Smith, Team Manager for Development Management, introduced the report 
which sought approval to uplift the fees for pre-application planning advice and to uplift 
the fees on an annual basis thereafter based on the Consumer Price Index (CPIH) in 
accordance with the County Council’s constitution. 
 
During debate, members expressed the following views: 
 

• Support was expressed for the uplift and for reviewing the uplift on an annual 
basis to minimise the need for higher uplifts.  
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RESOLVED (2024/20): 
 

1) That delegated authority be given to officers to uplift the fees annually in 
subsequent years in accordance with any procedures set out in the Council’s 
Constitution in line with Consumer Prices Index including owner occupiers' 
housing costs (CPIH). 

 
7. DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROGRESS REPORT 
 
Jonathan Smith, Team Manager for Development Management, introduced the report.  
 
RESOLVED (2024/21): 
 

1) That the Development Management Progress Report be noted.    
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 11:47 am.  
 
CHAIRMAN 
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