Ig%a Nottinghamshire Report to Full Council

* 1 County Council 20 November 2025

Agenda Item: 6b

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

RESPONSES TO PETITIONS PRESENTED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
COUNTY COUNCIL

Purpose of the Report

1.

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the decisions made by the Cabinet Member
for Transport and Environment concerning issues raised in petitions presented to the County
Council at its 10™ July 2025 meeting.

Information

A.

Petition requesting the installation of traffic calming measures along Longhill Rise and
Wesley Street, Kirkby in Ashfield (Ref: 2025/15).

A 22-signature petition was presented to 10" July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Rory Green, on the behalf of the residents, requesting the installation of traffic
calming measures along Longhill Rise and Wesley Street, Kirkby in Ashfield.

The County Council receives a significant number of requests for traffic calming measures,
such as speed humps and interactive speed signage. Available resources are targeted at
locations with a pattern of reported collisions resulting in casualties, where interventions are
likely to make the greatest impact on road safety.

In the last five years up to March 2025 (the latest available data) there has been two collisions
resulting in casualties on Longhill Rise and Wesley Street reported to the Police. One collision
occurred along Longhill Rise, east of Sandfield Road, and resulted in one seriously injured
casualty. The other collision occurred at the bend of Longhill Rise and Wesley Street and
resulted in one slightly injured casualty. There does not appear to be any pattern to the
collisions.

A speed and traffic flow survey was carried out in July 2025. The survey results established
that the majority of vehicles were travelling below 30mph. As such, the site does not currently
meet the criteria required to implement a traffic calming scheme.

The County Council has taken steps to support speed limit compliance in the area. This
includes refreshed road markings carried out in June 2025, the installation of “30 for a Reason”
advisory signage, and inclusion of the location in the rotation schedule for temporary
interactive speed signs. In addition, the County Council have liaised with Nottinghamshire
Police to ensure they are aware of local concerns regarding vehicle speeds.



Other Options Considered.

7. Consideration was given towards installing traffic calming measures, but this option is not
being progressed as there is no pattern of reported collisions resulting in casualties or high
traffic speeds that would warrant such intervention along Longhill Rise and Wesley Street.

8. Itwas agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that installing traffic calming measures along
Longhill Rise and Wesley Road, Kirkby in Ashfield was not being progressed at this time for
the reasons set out above. However, the request would be kept on record and reconsidered
should circumstances change in the future.

B. Request for an environmental weight limit on Hawton Lane, Lansbury Road and Wilfred
Avenue, Balderton (Ref: 2025/16).

9. An 89-signature petition was presented to 10" July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Johno Lee, requesting an environmental weight limit (EWL) be implemented on
Hawton Lane, Lansbury Road and Wilford Avenue in Balderton, concurrent with the opening
of the new Southern Link Road.

10.The Southern Link Road aims to ease congestion on the existing routes through Newark, by
providing a new connection between the A1l and A46. This will become the main access
through the southern area of the Newark town.

11.The petition raises that the new link road will provide a suitable alternative route for HGVs that
currently use Hawton Lane, Lansbury Road, and Wilfred Avenue. The petition therefore
requests an EWL be implemented to prevent the continued use of these roads by such
vehicles once the new link road opens, in order to preserve the carriageway surface and
community wellbeing.

12.Where appropriate, EWLs are introduced to overcome problems, such as damage to highway
infrastructure, safety concerns, congestion, that can be caused by HGVs using unsuitable
roads, when a suitable alternative route exists. It should be noted that HGVs requiring access
within a restricted area/route, such as for delivering and/or collecting, are exempt from such
restrictions.

13.The County Council’s Highway Network Management Plan states: ‘An assessment for a
potential Environmental Weight Restriction (EWR) will not be considered for roads defined as
part of the Resilient Network in Nottinghamshire County Council’'s Highway Infrastructure
Asset Management Plan - Network Hierarchy. Under exceptional circumstances, a road
defined as a Main Distributor (H1) may be considered otherwise only roads defined within
Categories H2 to H6 inclusive will be assessed for suitability.’

14.Hawton Lane, Lansbury Avenue, and Wilfred Avenue are all classified as main distributor
roads (H1) within the County Council’s Highway Infrastructure Asset Management Plan.
Therefore, given the above, an EWL on these roads is not being taken forward at present as
there are not considered to be any existing exceptional circumstances. The request will,
however, be kept on file and reconsidered should circumstances change in the future.



Other options considered.

15.Implementing an EWL was considered, however, this was not taken forward as there are not
considered to be any exceptional circumstances at present and, therefore, implementing such
a scheme would go against the County Council’s policy.

16.1t was agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that an EWL (environmental weight limit) on
Hawton Lane, Lansbury Road and Wilford Avenue was not being progressed at this time for
the reasons set out above. However, the request would be kept on record and reconsidered
should circumstances change in the future.

C. Petition requesting the installation of traffic calming measures along Cotgrave Road,
Tollerton (Ref: 2025/17).

17.A 73-signature petition was presented to 10" July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Richard Butler, on behalf of residents, requesting the installation of traffic calming
measures on Cotgrave Road, Tollerton. This request follows a tragic road traffic collision on
22" May 2025, in which three young men sadly lost their lives.

18.The County Council would like to extend their sincere condolences regarding this incident and
our thoughts are with the family, friends, and all those affected by it.

19. Nottinghamshire Police are leading the investigation to determine the circumstances of the
incident. Once their findings are available, they will share these with the County Council, who
will carefully review them and consider any potential road safety improvements.

Other options considered.

20.None that can be detailed at this time. All potential options will be considered once the Police
have concluded their investigations into the recent incident.

21.1t was agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that Nottinghamshire Police were leading
the investigation to determine the circumstances of the incident and, once their findings had
been shared and reviewed, potential road safety improvements, such as traffic calming
measures, could be considered.

D. Petition requesting improved road safety measures along Station Lane, Farnsfield (Ref:
2025/18).

22.A 320-signature petition was presented to 10" of July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Bruce Laughton, on behalf of residents, requesting road safety improvements along
Station Lane, Farnsfield including a 20mph speed limit along Station Lane, improved signage
warning of local hazards and pedestrian activity, and mobile ANPR enforcement cameras.

23. Station Lane, Farnsfield is a main distributor road providing access to residents from Cockett
Lane off the A617, leading to the school, GP surgery, pharmacy, play park and tennis courts.
The speed limit along Station Lane is currently 30mph.

24.The County Council’s current policy enables 20mph speed limit requests to be considered
based on their own merit and deliverability (in terms of feasibility, their effectiveness in
delivering the Nottinghamshire Plan aims, and value for money).



25.Reviews of the effectiveness of the advisory and mandatory 20mph speed limits introduced in
the county to date have identified that targeted casualty reduction schemes that include 20mph
speed limits, introduced along with traffic calming measures, have been successful in reducing
the number and severity of casualties, as well as reducing vehicle speeds. 20mph speed limits
have also been effectively used as part of the strategic cycle route improvements. The
outcomes from areawide 20mph speed limit trials undertaken in the county to date have not,
however, delivered the same benefits. Analysis from these trials indicates that they have not
reduced casualties, reduced vehicle speeds by less than 1mph, and did not increase the
numbers of people walking or cycling within them.

26.Given the above, investment in 20mph speed limits in the county is currently primarily
focussed on locations where they offer the greatest benefits and value for money. Specifically,
as part of casualty reduction schemes where a 20mph speed limit is identified as the best
method to address a history of collisions resulting in casualties reported to the Police, and as
part of strategic cycle route improvements (where traffic volumes and speeds are sufficiently
low).

27.A speed survey was undertaken in February 2025. The survey results established that the
majority of vehicles were travelling below 30mph.

28.1n the last five years up to March 2025 (the latest available data) there has been two collisions
resulting in casualties on Station Lane reported to the Police. One collision occurred along
Station Lane, at its junction with Cockett Lane, and resulted in one slightly injured casualty.
The other collision occurred along Station Lane, near Broomfield Lane, and resulted in one
slightly injured casualty. Therefore, there does not appear to be any actionable pattern of
collisions. Furthermore, the police have not indicated that speed was a contributory factor in
any of the collisions. Consequently, there are currently no plans to provide a 20mph speed
limit at this location as part of a casualty reduction scheme.

29.Playground signage is present in two locations, adjacent to the Cricket Club/Wilsons Field and
the children’s play area at the junction of New Hill. The current signage along Station Lane is
considered appropriate and sufficient at this time.

30.The request for mobile ANPR enforcement cameras can be requested through the Police and
the link has been provided to the lead petitioner.

Other options considered.

31.Implement a 20mph speed limit. This option is not being progressed due to the reasons stated
in paragraph 28.

32.Install signage warning of local hazards and pedestrian activity. This option is not being
progressed because current signage is adequate.

33.1t was agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that:

e The request for a 20mph speed limit along Station Road, Farnsfield was not being
progressed at this time due to the reason stated above.

e The request for additional signage along Station Road was not being progressed at present
due to the reasons stated above in paragraph 29.

e The request for mobile ANPR enforcement cameras could be requested through the
Police.



E. Petition request for the resurfacing of the carriageway along Main Street, Balderton
(Ref: 2025/19).

34.A 97-signature petition was presented to 10" July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Sam Smith and Councillor Johno Lee, requesting the resurfacing of the carriageway
along Main Street, Balderton.

35.Main Street, Balderton is a main distributor category C road that serves a significant number
of residential properties, a bus route, a local school, and several businesses. It is subject to a
monthly scheduled inspection, with additional ad hoc inspections conducted in response to
highway defects reported via the County Council’s website.

36. The most recent inspection took place on in July 2025, following an ad hoc report regarding a
pothole. During the inspection a category one pothole was identified on the carriageway, and
it has since been repaired.

37.This location has been recommended for a resurfacing scheme and the road has been added
as a possible scheme on the candidate list, alongside other locations, for consideration in a
future year’s work programme.

38.The County Council will continue to act upon any highway defect reports on Main Street,
Balderton to ensure the road remains in a safe condition for all its users.

Other Options Considered.

39.Consider a patching scheme along Main Street, Balderton. It was determined that the most
suitable treatment for this road is a full resurfacing scheme, and patching works are no longer
viable or sufficient to improve the overall road quality and, therefore, not the most economic
treatment.

40. It was agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that Main Street, Balderton remained a high
priority for a resurfacing scheme and remained as a possible scheme on the candidate list,
alongside other locations, for consideration in a future year’s work programme.

F. Request to review permits for the current residents’ permit scheme along Union Street,
Retford (Ref: 2025/20).

41.A 29-signiture petition was presented to 10" July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Mike Introna, on behalf of residents, requesting a review of the current residents’
permit scheme along Union Street, Retford.

42.All residents’ parking schemes have a defined boundary of eligible properties which includes
all those with a legitimate access within that boundary. Permits allocated on Union Street are
in accordance with this policy but as there are allegations of the potential misuse of permits,
enforcement officers will undertake regular on street checks that will inform a review of the
current allocation.

43. A site meeting with Councillor Mike Introna and County Council officers took place in October
2024 to discuss the residents’ concerns and explore options for improvement. As a result, a
draft proposal to improve parking availability will be subject to future public consultation and,
subject to the responses received, could be implemented this financial year.



44,

45.

46.

G.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Together with the review of the permit allocations and use, this proposed change to the
scheme forms a comprehensive approach that ensures that residents' concerns are
addressed while also maintaining the integrity and fairness of the permit scheme.

Other options considered.

Review the allocation of parking permits without proposing changes to the layout or the defined
limits of the parking restrictions. This option was considered but is not being progressed at
present as a review of the current scheme confirmed that existing permit holders are those
most likely using the spaces appropriately and within the defined limits of the scheme. While
allocation compliance is important, the central issue raised by residents relates to a lack of
available parking capacity. Therefore, in order to address this more effectively, the focus is
primarily to review the physical layout of the road and the current traffic regulation orders
(TROs) in place along Union Street, with a view to increasing the number of usable spaces.

It was agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that a draft proposal was being prepared to
improve parking availability on Union Street, Retford. This proposal would be subject to future
public consultation. In addition, a review of existing permit allocations, including any potential
misuse, would be undertaken alongside the consultation process.

Petition requesting a toucan crossing be installed along Priorswell Road, Worksop
(Ref: 2025/21).

A 119-signature petition was presented to 10" July 2025 meeting of the County Council by
Councillor Russell Dodd requesting the installation of a toucan crossing on Priorswell Road,
Worksop.

Priorswell Road lies to the east of Worksop town centre. It separates the Canch Recreation
Ground (on the western side) from the car park that serves it and the Bracebridge and
Priorswell Recreation Grounds (on the eastern side). It carries approximately 7,400 vehicles
a day and has traffic calming features installed, such as speed cushions.

A toucan crossing is a signal-controlled crossing designed for both pedestrians and cyclists,
allowing cyclists to ride across rather than dismount, therefore this type of crossing is
prioritised along cycle routes. A toucan crossing cannot be provided along Priorswell Road
because there are no existing or proposed cycle routes in the vicinity to connect it to. However,
the County Council is already investigating the feasibility of installing of a puffin crossing on
this road. Unfortunately, several site constraints have been identified making it difficult to
identify a suitable location: such as the pavements are not wide enough to accommodate the
traffic light poles and other equipment required to operate the crossing, and the road is not
wide enough to widen the pavements.

As a result, the County Council requires the use of third-party land and is currently in
discussion with the adjacent landowners to secure the necessary agreements to enable the
crossing to be constructed. It is hoped that these agreements can be completed in due course.

In anticipation of this, the County Council’'s Cabinet Member for transport and environment
has already approved the inclusion of the proposed puffin crossing in the 2025/26 Integrated
Transport Programme. The County Council will look to progress the proposed puffin crossing
as soon as the land issue is resolved, subject to feasibility, consultation, and the availability of
sufficient funding.



Other options considered.

52.Install a toucan crossing. This option is not being considered because there are no existing or
proposed cycle routes in the vicinity to connect it to.

53.1t was agreed that the lead petitioner be informed that a puffin crossing along Priorswell Road,
Retford was included in the 2025/26 Integrated Transport Programme, and the construction
of the scheme was subject to feasibility, consultation, the availability of sufficient funding, and
completion of the necessary agreement stated in paragraph 51. The County Council would
look to progress the proposed puffin crossing as soon as the land issue is resolved.

Links to Nottinghamshire Plan/Annual Delivery Plan

54.The agreed actions will help to deliver the following Nottinghamshire Plan ambitions/delivery
plan priorities:

e ‘Improving transport and digital connections’; and more specifically:

- response to petition labelled G will help in the delivery of the action: ‘Support people with
transport options that are healthier and more sustainable.’

Reasons for Recommendations

55.The Constitution requires that Full Council receive a report on the outcome of consideration
of the petitions.

Statutory and Policy Implications

56.This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and
disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty,
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability, and
the environment and where such implications are material they are described below.
Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as required.

Financial Implications

57.There are no specific financial implications arising directly from the report.

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that the contents of the report be noted.

Councillor Bert Bingham
Cabinet Member for Transport and Environment

For any enquiries about this report please contact:
Derek Higton, Executive Director Place
derek.higton@nottscc.gov.uk

Background Papers and Published Documents



e Responses to Petitions Presented to the Chairman of the County Council — (Reference
1016) by Cabinet Member for Transport and Environment (published)

Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected

Balderton — Councillor Johno Lee

Cotgrave — Councillor Richard Butler

Kirkby South — Councillor Rory Green

Muskham and Farnsfield — Councillor Bruce Laughton
Newark East — Councillor Sam Smith

Retford East — Councillor Mike Introna

Worksop East — Councillor Russell Dodd


https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/dms/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mid/391/Id/11060/Default.aspx

