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APPENDIX A 
 
COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2025 
QUESTION TO LEADER OF THE COUNCIL ON THE EXECUTIVE REPORT 
 
Question from Councillor Mike Introna 
 
In your Executive Report, paragraphs 27- 32, you refer to the various meetings you 
have had with the East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA) and to your 
role as chair of the Transport and Digital Connectivity Committee.  
  
Under the previous Conservative administration, £1 million of funding was secured 
from EMCCA to carry out feasibility studies into major transport improvements across 
the county, including:  
 

• A fourth Trent crossing at Colwick to reduce congestion on the A612 and relieve 
pressure on Gunthorpe Bridge. 

 

• Improvements to the main entrance into Gunthorpe village, which currently has 
no traffic controls despite the heavy use of the 6097, making it increasingly 
difficult for residents to access safely. 

 

• A potential bypass at Kelham to ease traffic and address long-standing 
concerns about the Victorian Kelham Bridge on the A617.  

 
Could the Leader please update the Council on how far this feasibility work has 
progressed across these projects, what solutions are currently being explored, and 
when residents can expect to see the outcomes published? 
 
Response from the Leader of the Council, Councillor Mick Barton 
 
Since being in post, I have met with Officers to receive updates on the priority projects 
that are currently underway and those that further feasibility work, including the ones 
that you’ve just mentioned.  
 
It has become apparent that there are a wide range of projects that are being 
considered, from rail extensions to new bridges, to improvements to the main roads 
and junctions. In order to prioritise these projects we’ll be taking forward, we are 
seeking confirmation from EMCCA on their priorities for the future funding rounds. 
Currently, our officers are working with our colleagues at EMCCA to establish these 
priorities and what criteria and any further funding bids we are judged against.  
 
This work is underway and then we will be able to allocate resources of which some 
of these long list of projects we’ll take forward. I plan to receive an update from officers 
shortly on this work and I will update you all.  
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Question from Councillor Neil Clarke MBE 
 
In your Executive Report, paragraph 26, you refer to the Waste Strategy. 
 
Could the Leader confirm that all existing Household Waste and Recycling Centres 
will be protected from closure, and provide an update on progress with the new site 
planned for Rushcliffe in Gamston?  
 
Will the Leader also commit to improving and maintaining the service to meet future 
demand? 
 
Response from the Leader of the Council, Councillor Mick Barton 
 
A strategic review of Household Waste and Recycling Centres was completed under 
the previous administration. On 25th July 2024 the then Cabinet accepted the 
recommendations of the Place Select Committee analysis and review that included 
that, a reconfiguration of the Household Waste and Recycling Centre network should 
be carried out as the HWRC network in its current form does not provide the required 
level of customer service, I think we all agree with that, to residents or the flexibility to 
adequately adapt to the changes being introduced through the Environment Act 2021 
and other Government guidance on recycling. 

 
That in any future network configuration, Household Waste and Recycling Centre sites 
should be located where: 
 

a) there is adequate space for disposal containers to be serviced without sites 
needing to be closed and that also enable residents’ for their vehicles to 
access move easily in and out of the sites. 
 

b) vehicles accessing the sites to deposit waste do not create traffic flow 
problems on approach and surrounding roads. 

 
c) that there is the potential for them to expand and adapt to legislative changes 

in the type of waste that HWRCs are required to receive. 
 

Also, that a reconfiguration of the Household Waste and Recycling Centre network 
should be investigated further to gain a detailed understanding of potential benefits 
and limitations. 

 
To that end, site searches and pre-planning advice has been obtained for potential 
locations that can improve the existing network of sites, including the potential for a 
new site in Gamston. 
 
The investigation is ongoing with a view to ensuring that any changes proposed for 
formal consideration will deliver an improvement to existing service provision in line 
with the previous Cabinet decision. In the meantime, an operational moratorium has 
been placed on making one-off changes to sites other than as required to comply with 
any legal, environmental and safety concerns, until such time as the outcome of the 
reconfiguration of the wider network provision is complete which is in accordance with 
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the previous Cabinet decision that was made as I mentioned at the beginning of this 
report. 
 
 


