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INDEPENDENT CO-OPTED MEMBERS 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1.  To consider extending the terms of office of the existing Independent Co-opted 

Members for a further two-year period. 
 
Information and Advice 
 
2.   The Panel Arrangements state the following about such appointments: 
 

Independent members will be appointed for a term of 2 years. There will be no 
restriction on the overall time period that an independent member can serve on 
the Panel. 

 
3. At its meeting in March 2024 the Panel endorsed the extension of the terms of 

office for Christine Goldstraw, Suma Harding and Lesley Dalby for a two-year 
period and those terms of office will need renewing by 31 May 2026. The Panel 
carried a vacancy for a fourth independent co-opted member in 2024-25, and the 
Panel subsequently agreed not to appoint to this vacancy in 2025-26.  

 
4. In November 2025, the government announced reforms to police governance, 

including the intention to abolish the Police and Crime Commissioner model at the 
end of the current term in 2028 and transfer police governance to Mayors of 
Strategic Authorities where possible. 

 
5.  Renewing the current independent co-opted members’ membership for a further 

two years therefore covers the remaining tenure of the current PCC governance 
model and all 3 current independent co-opted members have indicated their 
willingness to be considered to continue in the role until 2028.  

 
6. While the Panel also has the option of starting an open recruitment process for 

independent co-opted places on the Panel, this approach is not recommended. 
This would have a detrimental impact on the Panel’s business continuity and would 
lead to a loss of accumulated experience and expertise. The response to an open 
recruitment round for a governance model in its latter stages is unlikely to be 
strong.  

 
Other Options Considered 

 
7. The option of starting an open recruitment exercise was discounted for the reasons 

explained at paragraph 6 above. Appointments must be made by 31 May 2026. 
 
Reason for Recommendation 
 
8. To enable timely Panel consideration of its independent co-opted membership up 

to 31 May 2028.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That the Panel extends the term of office for the three current independent co-
opted members by two years to 31 May 2028.  

 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
1) Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 (published) 
2) Nottinghamshire Police and Crime Panel’s Panel Arrangements (published) 
3) Reports to Police and Crime Panel meetings and the minutes of those meetings.  
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact: 
Noel McMenamin, Democratic Services, Nottinghamshire County Council 
Tel: 0115 993 2670    E-mail: noel.mcmenamin@nottscc.gov.uk 
 


