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Purpose of Report 
 
1 To update the Committee on Strategic Planning matters, covering Regional 

Planning. 
  
Regional Plan (Regional Spatial Strategy) 

2 On the 12th March the Secretary of State issued the East Midlands 
Regional Plan, or Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS). This is the final version 
of the RSS which has been in preparation for the past three years. The RSS 
will provide the strategy within which the current set of local development 
frameworks, including the aligned local development framework (LDF) for 
the Nottingham Core HMA, will be prepared. 

3 Previous reports to this Joint Committee and to the constituent authorities 
have provided details of the Draft Plan, Panel report and Proposed Changes 
stages of the process. The final RSS has few changes from the Proposed 
Changes, published in November 2008. 

4 Most significant of the differences for these authorities in this final RSS is 
the reduction in the Nottingham City housing requirements, and 
consequently the Nottingham Core HMA, of 3,000 dwellings. This is a 
response to the concern expressed that the City did not have capacity for 
the implied level of annual housebuilding. Also significant for Greater 
Nottingham is that the proportion of housing rwuired to be in the PUA has 
been reduced to provide more flexibility for LPAs to meet housing needs 
across the whole of their districts.  

5 Both the above changes were in response to representations from 
Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire County Councils. Representations 
from the constituent authorities to reduce the Nottingham Core housing 
figure for demographic reasons were not accepted by the Secretary of Sate. 

6 Other housing policy changes include clarity that totals are minima to allow 
for authorities to “test higher numbers through their development plan 



documents provided that they are consistent with the principles of 
sustainable development set out in PPS1…”. For the Nottingham Core HMA 
while the reference to “south of Clifton” was removed paragraph 4.2.32 now 
indicates that an urban extension on the southern edge of the Nottingham 
PUA is likely to be needed. Consideration of Eco-towns has been clearly 
established as part of a later further review. 

7 Other changes include clarification of the source of Gypsy & traveller figures 
(Policy 16), re-introduction of a regional brownfield land target and slight 
revisions to the Strategic distribution policy, although not the inclusion of the 
Northern Sub-region for a priority location. Explicit mention of water cycle 
studies is now made in policy 32, which also includes changes due to the 
Habitat Regulations Assessment. Most changes are for clarity. 

 
Review of the Regional Plan 

8 Members were advised at their meeting in December that a review of the 
East Midlands Regional Plan (RSS) will take place. The Secretary of State 
had decided that an immediate partial review of the RSS was necessary to 
respond to both changes in national policy as well some recommendations 
made by the Panel and contained in the current Regional Plan. 

9 The constituent authorities made responses to the consultation, as did the 
Joint Planning Advisory Board, and these were reported to the last meeting. 

10 The East Midlands Regional Assembly Joint Housing, Planning and 
Transport Board has considered the next stages of this Review, and 
decided that it should go ahead, but have made some changes in response 
to the consultation.  

 To reflect the concerns of local authorities and still maintain the 
Government’s aims the Partial Review will focus on the post 2021 period, 
particularly in relation to housing provision. This approach would enable 
the Region to plan in a realistic way for recovery and longer term housing 
growth with minimal impact on LDF preparation.  

 Because of the June elections, the Options consultation will now run 
between late June and early October 2009.  A draft Options Paper will be 
taken to the Joint Board on the 17 June. Section 4(4) Authorities will be 
given until the end of December 2009 to submit any further advice.   

11 These changes are welcomed, although some concerns remain; over the 
time in which the review is to be carried out, producing a draft Review by 
March 2010, and the fact that it may distract from important sub-regional 
and local planning work, including LDF preparation. 

12 The Assembly held a series of HMA based workshops during January and 
February 2009 with local authority housing, transport, planning and 
environmental officers to start technical scoping of possible options. 



 
Regional planning beyond 2010 -  The Local Democracy, Economic 
Development and Construction Bill 

13 Members were advised at their December meeting that the Government had 
responded to consultation on the Sub-National Review of Economic 
Development and Regeneration.  

14 As a result the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction 
Bill was introduced into the House of Lords in December 2008. It gives 
responsibility for drafting a new single Regional Strategy jointly to a Local 
Authority Leaders Board and the RDA Board. It also gives higher tier local 
authorities the responsibility for preparing a Local Economic Assessment. 

15 The Bill proposes that the Regional Strategy should replace the Regional 
Spatial Strategy and the Regional Economic Strategy. This would form part 
of the statutory Development Plan and provide the regional context within 
which Local Development Frameworks must be developed. 

16 To help prepare for the new arrangements a Sub-National Review Change 
Management Plan has been drawn up, which sets out a process for 
implementing the SNR by 2010. A number of principles are becoming clear: 
• The Local Authority Leaders Board will comprise 9 County/Unitary 

Authorities and 5 Districts - one from each County Area. The Leaders 
Board has now met (see below).  

• A ‘joint advisory board’ to oversee work on the Regional Strategy and 
make recommendations to the Leaders Board and the emda Board 
for decision, although membership has yet to be agreed. 

• The need for supporting advisory groups on particular issues to 
continue, such as the Housing Group and Transport Group. 

17 In addition, officer arrangements to support the work of the ‘joint advisory 
board’ will be needed, utilising the existing Assembly Secretariat and emda 
staff.  

18 The first “shadow” meeting of the East Midlands Local Authority Leaders' 
Board took place on Friday March 6th. Councillors Jon Collins, Nottingham 
City Council and David Kirkham, Nottinghamshire County Council are both 
members. The board elected Councillor David Parsons as Chairman. 
Councillor Collins was elected to be Vice-Chairman. 

19 The Board members are: 
Councillor Hilary Jones, Derby City Council 
Councillor John Williams, Derbyshire County Council 
Councillor Ross Willmott, Leicester City Council 
Councillor David Parsons, Leicestershire County Council 
Councillor Martin Hill, Lincolnshire County Council 



Councillor Jim Harker, Northamptonshire County Council 
Councillor Jon Collins, Nottingham City Council  
Councillor David Kirkham, Nottinghamshire County Council  
Councillor Roger Begy, Rutland County Council 
Councillor Ernie White, Blaby District Council 
Councillor Lewis Rose, Derbyshire Dales District Council 
Councillor Neil Clarke, Rushcliffe Borough Council 
Councillor Gary Porter, South Holland District Council 
Councillor Sandra Barnes, South Northamptonshire District Council 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 

 It is RECOMMENDED Members of the Committee note the contents of the 
report. 

 
Contacts 
Sally Gill 
Communities – Nottinghamshire County Council   
TEL 0115 9774537  sally.gill@nottscc.gov.uk 
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