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Report to Director of Economy, 
Environment and Assets 

Place 
 

18 June 2025  
 
 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PROPERTY & ESTATES 
 

LOWE’S WONG ANGLICAN METHODIST JUNIOR SCHOOL, QUEEN STREET, 
SOUTHWELL – JOINT VESTING OF LAND WITH THE DIOCESE AND THE 
METHODIST CHURCH TRUSTEES AND CONVERSION TO ACADEMY 
STATUS   
 
Purpose of the Report 

1. The joint vesting of land with the Diocese and the Trustees of the Methodist Church together 
with the grant of a 125-year academy lease to an academy trust in respect of land following 
an application for academy status. 
 

Information   

2. This report contains an exempt appendix which is not for publication by virtue of paragraph 3 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). Information relating to any 
individual or the business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that 
information). Having regard to the circumstances, on balance the public interest in disclosing 
the information does not outweigh the reason for exemption because divulging the information 
would significantly damage the Council’s commercial position. The exempt information is set 
out in the exempt appendix. 

3. Lowe’s Wong Anglican Methodist Junior School is a voluntary controlled School which has 
applied for academy status. Therefore, in accordance with the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 the freehold of that part of the principal operational School site where 
the school buildings are located should vest by way of statutory transfer in the Diocese and 
Trustees of the Methodist Church Purposes and the freehold of any Council owned land which 
forms part of the adjacent playing field should remain with the County Council subject to the 
grant of a 125 year lease full repairing and insuring lease to the Academy Trust.  

4. The Academies Act 2010 allows maintained schools to become Academies by applying to the 
Secretary of State for conversion. Following the grant of the Conversion Order, it requires all 
parties to enter into a Transfer Agreement. As a part of the Transfer Agreement the County 
Council is required to transfer the relevant assets currently held by the County Council or the 
existing governing body to the Academy Trust. 

5. This report seeks approval to the statutory transfer of the freehold interest of the property 
shown edged and hatched black on plan 1 jointly to The Southwell and Nottingham Diocesan 
Board of Finance and The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes together with the grant of 
a 125 year lease of the land shown edged and hatched black on plan 2 to Minster Trust for 
Education on the basis of the terms outlined in the exempt Appendix.  
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Consultation 
 

6. The Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Asset Management and the Ward 
Councillor are to be consulted regarding this proposal. 

 

Other Options Considered 
 

7. The Academies Act 2010 does not allow the Authority any options as regards the transfer and 
therefore no other options have been explored. 

 

Reasons for Recommendations 
 

8. To enable the school to convert to an academy in accordance with statutory requirements. 
  

Statutory and Policy Implications 

 
9. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and 

disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human 
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty, 
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability and 
the environment and where such implications are material they are described below. 
Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as required. 

 

Financial implications 
 

10. There are no financial implications for the Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
That approval be given to: - 

 
1) The statutory transfer of the freehold interest of the property shown edged and hatched 

black on plan 1 jointly to Southwell and Nottingham Diocesan Board of Finance, Jubilee 
House, Westgate, Southwell, Nottinghamshire, NG25 0JH, and, the Trustees for Methodist 
Church Purposes, Central Buildings, Oldham Street, Manchester, M1 1JQ; and 
 

2) The grant of a 125-year lease of the land shown edged and hatched black on plan 2 to 
Minster Trust for Education, Rufford Court, Wellow Road, Eakring, Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, NG22 0DF based on the main terms outlined in the exempt appendix.   

 
Jonathan Marriott 
Head of Property & Estates 
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact:  Jonathan Marriott, Head of Property & 
Estates, Tel: 0115 977 3922  
 
Constitutional Comments (SH 17/06/25) 
 
11. The recommendation falls within the remit of the delegation to Service Director Investment 

and Growth (that postholder’s responsibilities and powers formerly being exercised by the post 
of Service Director Green Growth, Investment and Assets now known as Director of Economy, 
Environment and Assets) by Cabinet Member Economic Development and Asset 
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Management on 6 June 2022 and 19 September 2023 which was implemented on 28 
September 2023 

 
Financial Comments (PAA 17/06/25) 
 
12. The terms of the statutory transfer and academy lease are set out in the exempt appendix. 

The costs the Council incurs to draw up leases, transfer agreements etc. up to a maximum of 
£7,000 are met by the school. 
 

Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
None. 
  
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 

• Southwell – Councillor Roger Jackson 
 
 
File ref.: BH/SB/01208 
SP: 4276 
Properties affected: 01208: Lowe’s Wong Anglican Methodist Junior School 

 


