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Report to Full Council 
 

20 November 2025 

Agenda Item: 11 
 

REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
 

EXECUTIVE REPORT: KEY ISSUES AND ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. The report seeks to update Members on various matters relating to the Leader’s portfolio and 

the work of the Executive. 
 

Information 
 

I attended the following East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA) Meetings 
 
2. An EMCCA Board Meeting on Monday 22nd September at the University of Nottingham Jubilee 

Campus. 
 
3. I attended an in-person workshop on the Thursday 2nd October at Nottinghamshire County 

Council, County Hall.  
 
4. An EMCCA Board meeting on Monday 13th October at the Museum of Making, Derby.  

Following the meeting, Mayor Claire and I did an hour of Q & A with the business community. 
 

5. A Transport and Digital Connectivity Committee which I chaired on Thursday 20th October at 
Derbyshire County Council in Matlock. 

 
Chair of the LGA Fire Services Committee, I have attended the following meetings  

 
6. A Fire Commission meeting on Friday 26th September in London. 
 
7. I attended a Fire Service Committee Induction on Thursday 8th October by Teams. 

 
8. I attended a Fire Services Committee Hybrid Committee meeting on Thursday 9th October on 

Teams. 
 

9. A HMICFRS (His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services) Chief 
and Chairs Meeting on Tuesday 4th November in the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 

 
10. A Fire Services Committee Lead Member Meeting on Monday 10th November by Teams 
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Inspire Awards – 18th September 
 
11. I attended the Inspire Awards at the Central Library at Mansfield. The Chairman of the Council 

Jan Goold joined me in presenting awards. It was a brilliant evening full of inspirational young 
people, a real pleasure to attend 

 
Meet up with Lord Lieutenant and Deputy Lord Lieutenants with the Chief Executive 

 
12. I was invited along with Adrian Smith, Chief Executive to meet up with the Lord Lieutenant and 

Deputy Lord Lieutenants at the Air and Space College in Newark.  It was a very interesting 
evening where I delivered a speech around all of the work that Reform is doing at County Hall 
and how we are delivering our manifesto and driving our initiatives forward to offer residents 
better services.  

 
Photocall at Worksop Family Contact Centre 

 
13. Work is well underway to build a new family contact centre in North Nottinghamshire. It was 

great to have a look around and see the progress so far.  I look forward to returning when the 
work is complete. 

 
Macmillan Coffee Morning  

 
14. On 1st October it was a pleasure to host a coffee morning to support Macmillan Cancer 

Research.  We raised an incredible £785.45 for this very worthy cause.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the whole Chamber for their support and making it such a success. 

 
A614/A6097 Update 

 
15. The approval of this scheme is a significant step forward for the Council.  The final element of 

the funding has come off the back of a comprehensive full business case, which was submitted 
by the Council and the Department for Transport (DfT).   
 

16. The scheme will unlock significant economic development along the route, including housing, 
and we are proud to be delivering improvements for the benefit of Nottinghamshire families 
and communities.  

 
Rufford Ford 

 
17. Rufford Ford, near Rufford Country Park has been closed now for a few years due to 

dangerous driving, which was being filmed for social media videos.  Many local people would 
like to see the ford reopened again.  

 
18.  It is my intention that we look at opening the ford with various traffic calming measure in place, 

for example, speed cushions, chicane type kerb extensions designed to slow traffic on 
approach, flood gates for when the water rises, along with a water depth gauge, electronic 
warning signs and CCTV.    

 
19. This is a public highway and once we have alleviated the anti-social behaviour and resolved 

the safety aspects.  I am sure we will have positive resolution for opening the road in the new 
year.  You can have your say on this when the public consultation goes live in December. 
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Visit to the National Rehabilitation Centre, Stanford on Soar 
 
20. I visited the National Rehabilitation Centre with Councillors Robertson and Doddy.  We had a 

tour of the building, and I believe it will be a huge asset to the county.  With all the specialist 
care and equipment, they will be changing lives for the better, with the care they deliver. 

 
Forest Town Remembrance Day Parade 

 
21. I attended the Remembrance Day Parade in my Division in Forest Town.  It was well attended, 

it was great to see so many residents out on the streets supporting the veterans, serving 
soldiers, cadets and other representatives.   

 
22.  As Vice-Chairman of the Forest Town British Legion I made and put up silhouettes on the 

Forest Town and Clipstone traffic island, along with St Albans Church. I have had many lovely 
reports of how they have kept Armistice Day in everyone’s minds.  It is important that we 
continue to remember them and their sacrifices. 

 
Armistice Day at County Hall 

 
23.  It was my privilege to attend, as Leader, my first Armistice Day Service at County Hall.  It was 

a fitting service to thank all who bravely gave their lives for us.  The Chaiman laid a wreath, 
along with the Deputy Lord Lieutenant and the Chairman of the British Legion.   

 
Decisions taken under Special Urgency Procedure 
 
24. None 
 
Other Options Considered 
 
25. It is a requirement of the Constitution that the Leader provides a report on the work of the 

Executive to Full Council. 
 
Reason/s for Recommendation/s 
 
26. This is a noting report to update the Full Council on matters relating to the Leader’s portfolio 

and the work of the Executive since the last meeting, as required by the Constitution. 
 

Statutory and Policy Implications 
 
27. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and 

disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human 
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty, 
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability and 
the environment and where such implications are material they are described below. 
Appropriate discussions have been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as 
required. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
28. There are no financial implications. 
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RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
1) That the contents of the report be noted. 
 
 
COUNCILLOR MICK BARTON 
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact:  
Kerry Vardy, Executive Officer 
Kerry.vardy@nottscc.gov.uk 
 
 
Constitutional Comments (SS) 
 
29. Full Council is required to receive this report, which is to note, as set out in the Constitution. 
 
Financial Comments (SES) 
 
30. There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents 
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 
 

• Rufford Ford – Consultation Response and Future Options Delegated Decision Report 
1018 (published) 

 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 

• All 
 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/dms/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mid/391/Id/11062/Default.aspx
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/dms/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mid/391/Id/11062/Default.aspx

