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NOTICE OF MOTION FOR FULL COUNCIL

Title of Motion: Protecting Local Highways from the Impact of National
Housing Targets

Date of Council meeting: 20" November 2025
Proposer of Motion: Councillor Neil Clarke MBE
(Name and signature)

Seconder of Motion: Councillor Roger Upton

(Name and signature)

Background/supporting information (maximum 100 words):

Housing targets, increased by the Labour Government, risk placing unprecedented pressure on
Nottinghamshire’s highways.

While housing numbers rise, the developer contributions we receive for highways through
Section 106 contributions are disproportionately low compared with other services. In 2023/24,
over £15m was agreed in S106 contributions, with approximately £2.4m going into highways
improvements.

Section 278 agreements that deal with the impact on highways are often less transparent, and
developers can use viability arguments to reduce what they pay. Unless both national law and
local practice are strengthened, local taxpayers will foot the bill for damaged roads and
improvements for new developments.

Motion to be proposed (active section):

This Council resolves to:

e Write to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities and the
Secretary of State for Transport, demanding urgent changes to developer contribution
rules so that highway authorities can secure a fairer share of Section 106 and Section
278 funding. This must include:

- Powers to require developers to fund both new highway infrastructure and the
maintenance of existing highways which are damaged by development traffic.

- Closing loopholes that allow obligations to be reduced through viability assessments.

- Giving highway authorities a stronger statutory role in negotiations alongside local
planning authorities.

¢ Request officers bring forward a report reviewing the last five years of Section 106 and
Section 278 agreements to assess whether Nottinghamshire County Council is receiving
the maximum highways contributions it is entitled to.



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/106
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1980/66/section/278

¢ Review whether the Council’s standard legal agreements and processes are sufficiently
robust, including the use of commuted sums, bonds, and indexation.

e Write to Nottinghamshire’s district and borough councils to promote stronger joint
working on securing and monitoring developer contributions.
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