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Report to Joint City and County 
Health Scrutiny Committee 

 
7 February 2017 

 
Agenda Item: 4  

REPORT OF THE VICE CHAIRMAN OF JOINT CITY AND COUNTY HEALTH 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE   
 
CHILDHOOD IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION IN NOTTINGHAM AND 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  
 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To introduce updated briefing from NHS England and Public Health England on childhood 

immunisation and vaccination.   
 

Information and Advice 
 
2. Members will recall that childhood immunisation and vaccination was last on the agenda of 

the Joint Health Committee in January 2016. Then, the committee heard that 
Nottinghamshire and Nottingham City perform well with their immunisation rates when 
compared to other similar local authority areas, and are broadly in line with national rates. 
Nottingham City faces challenges that are not such as large issue in the wider county – such 
as language barriers, mixed communities, and a wider range of mental health issues. 
 

3. The committee also heard that Health Visitors in Nottingham City link in with all relevant 
stakeholders and work with children’s centres. Special Health Visitors are able to vaccinate, 
and are available for vulnerable families who cannot access primary care. 

 
4. Members requested that the latest data on immunisation uptake be brought back to the 

committee in a year’s time. 
 

5. Sarah Mayfield, Screening and Immunisation Manager, Public Health England and Dr Agnes 
Belenscak, Screening and Immunisation Lead will attend the committee to present the latest 
information and answer questions as necessary. A written briefing containing the latest 
immunisation uptake data is attached as an appendix to this report. 

 
6. Members may wish to focus their questioning on such issues as: what is being done to 

address porcine content in vaccinations (e.g. ensuring that messages from faith group 
leaders that the use of gelatin in vaccines do not break religious rules are widely 
disseminated). How will concerns regarding rotavirus, MMR and the pre-school booster be 
addressed? What work will CCGs and Local Authorities engage in to promote the offer of flu 
vaccines to children? What support does the school based immunisation programme require 
from Local Authorities? 
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7. Members are requested to receive the briefing, ask questions and schedule further briefing 
as necessary. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Joint City and County Health Scrutiny Committee: 
 

1) Receive the briefing on childhood immunisation and vaccination 
 

2) Ask questions 
 

3) Schedule further consideration 
 
 
Councillor Parry Tsimbiridis  
Chairman of Joint City and County Health Scrutiny Committee 
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact: Martin Gately – 0115 9772826 
 
Background Papers 
 
Nil 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 
All 


