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Appendix B 
 
Response to the Recommendations from the Scrutiny Review – School Readiness 
 

Health Scrutiny recommendation  Cabinet Decision 
(Accept/Not 
accept)  

Action to be taken (if any)  
and timescale for completion 
 

1. That further work is carried out in 
engaging with families and community 
leaders to promote awareness of the 
importance of children’s early years.  
 

Accept Feedback from parents and carers has highlighted that they would 
like the Council to share more on social media, including TikTok. A 
social media campaign will be developed to promote the 
importance baby brain development, and the early years has on 
school readiness. This will be repeated regularly throughout the 
year and promoted across the Best Start Partnership by system 
partners.  
 
An introductory e-learning package on the 1,001 days from 
conception to age 2 will be commissioned to raise awareness of 
the importance of this time of life, and will be widely promoted to 
partners and community leaders.  
 

2. That a multi-media library of 
information relevant to parents and 
families with young children be hosted 
in a resource hub on the Council’s 
website. 

Accept We will explore options with corporate communications on where 
and how to host a multi-media library of information with proposals 
to create a standalone microsite to host all information for families. 
This library of information will also incorporate the Council’s 
ambitions for the virtual Family Hub and the virtual best start for 
life offer.  
 

3. That consideration be given to how 

existing communications with parents 

at key moments of their child’s 

development provide support that will 

help families equip children with the 

skills they need to be as ready as 

possible for school, 

Accept We will work with maternity services to share information with 
parents antenatally about children’s early development, starting in 
pregnancy. We will introduce a process for expectant parents to 
consent to a contact from their local Family Hub who will support 
their child’s developmental needs.  
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and  

that the Council continues to 
investigate how these 
communications can be delivered 
earlier. 

We will work further with registration services to ensure that 
information is being disseminated to parents and carers when they 
register a baby’s birth.  
 
We will work via the commissioned Healthy Families Programme 
to introduce a new 3-month face to face review for first time 
parents and those with additional needs, as well as a new 
information contact at 6 months of age. These will help equip 
parents with the knowledge and information they need to support 
their child’s early development.  
 
We will update and disseminate resources for parents focusing on 
the 1,001 days from early pregnancy to a child’s second birthday, 
and on the journey to school from age 2 to 5. These will help 
parents understand the expected levels of development and 
provide top tips, for example, regarding toilet training.  
 
It has been agreed that there will be information disseminated 
when parents are applying for a primary school place to ensure 
that children are ready for school.  
 

4. That the Council continues to look for 
further ways to work with partners who 
have contact with parents-to-be and 
families with very young children. 

Accept The Nottinghamshire Best Start Strategy is being refreshed and 
will have a much greater focus on the first 1,001 days from 
conception to 2. It is the Council’s ambition to engage a wider 
range of partners including the voluntary and community sector in 
the delivery of the new strategy.  
 
There will be a new Best Start Strategic Partnership which brings 
together key senior leaders from across the health and care 
landscape. It is anticipated there will be greater ownership and 
momentum for this work.  
 
Family Hub Networks have been established across 
Nottinghamshire and are delivered in partnership to ensure that 
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expectant parents and families with very young children have their 
needs met as early as possible.  
 

5. That consideration be given to how the 
Council’s communications and 
engagement work might further 
publicise child-friendly activities that 
promote the importance of children’s 
early years and promote the take-up of 
childcare entitlements for vulnerable 
children.  
 

Accept We have sought additional support from corporate 
communications to increase ownership of communications relating 
to best start and early childhood, including take up of funded 
childcare for vulnerable children (including those from low-income 
households).   
 
Communications will also be disseminated through a new digital 
service directory for Nottingham and Nottinghamshire which will 
include the promotion of child friendly activities.  
 

6. That consideration be given to how 
best to further incorporate asset-
based approaches into the Council’s 
work to promote school readiness in 
Nottinghamshire by partnering with 
local community groups, services and 
local area coordinators. 

Accept The Best Start Strategy provides an opportunity for more joined up 
work within priority neighbourhoods. The Place Based 
Partnerships have prioritised best start within their plans which will 
provide opportunities to explore asset-based approaches to 
support school readiness.  
 
Family Hub networks will bring together maternity services, 
Healthy Family Teams, the voluntary and community sector and 
community development services to support children’s 
development. Additional services could be provided through 
existing Family Hub buildings, health centres and/or libraries.  
 

 


