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Report to Culture Committee 
 

1 November 2016 
 

Agenda Item: 10  
 

REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR, PLACE 
 
THE GRIZZLED SKIPPER PROJECT IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To inform Committee of the work undertaken in Nottinghamshire to enhance the habitat of 

the Grizzled Skipper butterfly.   
 
 

Information and Advice 
 
2. In November 2011, Nottinghamshire County Council, on behalf of Nottinghamshire 

Biodiversity Action Group partnership was successful in securing £66,000 of funding from 
the SITA Trust to undertake works at a number of sites across southern Nottinghamshire to 
benefit the Grizzled Skipper. The money was spent over the following two years with 
additional funding obtained from the East Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation, 
Rushcliffe Borough Council and Nottinghamshire County Council’s Local Improvement 
Scheme. For the last three years, the project has continued due to funding from the 
membership of the East Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation and officer support from 
the County Council’s Biodiversity Officer. 

 
 
3. The funding has helped to pay for site management operations at sites that are either known 

to support the Grizzled Skipper (or have had Grizzled Skipper reported from them in recent 
years), or areas of potentially suitable habitat near known sites. The project aims to 
strengthen existing populations at sites where the butterfly currently occurs by enhancing or 
expanding the habitat present, and to increase the linkages between these sites, to 
encourage the interchange of individuals between sites, and to allow the colonisation of new 
sites. Since 2011 work has taken place at seventeen sites. The initial work focused on scrub 
management undertaken by contractors, and consisted mainly of removing scrub that was 
invading the open habitat favoured by Grizzled Skippers.  In recent years this work has 
continued with volunteer work parties maintaining the areas that have been opened up. In 
addition work has been undertaken at some sites to create enhanced egg-laying habitat. 

 
 
4. In 2014, the East Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation was successful in securing 

more funding for the conservation of Grizzled Skipper in neighbouring sites in northern 
Leicestershire. Once again work focused on opening up and maintaining areas of suitable 
habitat. 
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5. As well as practical works on the ground, the project also sought to encourage and better 

co-ordinate surveys for Grizzled Skippers at known and potential sites in the project area, 
and to raise awareness locally of the species and its conservation. 

 
 
6. To this end, an informal recording group was set up via email, which was very successful, 

alerting people as to when the skippers first emerged.  Since the group was set up in 2012, it 
has generated a total of 471 records at 25 sites (including several new ones). These records 
have included some new sites and improved our knowledge of the Grizzled Skipper 
distribution in Nottinghamshire. Since 2012 we have discovered that the species is present 
at locations further north than previously known, with populations discovered on the urban 
fringes of Newark. In addition a population has also been found at the southern end of the 
Great Central Railway near to Stanford-on-Soar. This opens up the possibility of Grizzled 
Skipper populations existing just north of Loughborough in Leicestershire. Maps showing the 
locations of all Grizzled Skipper records received since 2012 are attached as appendices to 
this report. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
7. Five training days have also been organised by Nottinghamshire County Council, aimed at 

local people. These consisted of an indoor session run by Bill Bacon, Butterfly Conservation, 
providing some background about the Grizzled Skipper (ecology, conservation and 
identification), and an afternoon field trip, attempting to see them in the flesh. The majority of 
training courses have proved very successful and as a result the number of records received 
annually has increased significantly. In addition, the number of individuals going into the field 
and reporting their sightings has also increased (see chart over). 
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8. In the future it is hoped that with the help of members, through partnership work with the 

Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group and working with private landowners it will be 
possible for the authority to continue its work maintaining and enhancing suitable areas of 
habitat for the Grizzled Skipper. The results and success of this work will be seen through 
the enhanced monitoring system that the authority has helped to set up in recent years. 

 
 
Reason/s for Recommendation/s 
 
9. To inform Committee of the work undertaken in Nottinghamshire to enhance the habitat of 

the Grizzled Skipper butterfly. 
 
 

Statutory and Policy Implications 
 
10. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and 

disorder, finance, human resources, human rights, the NHS Constitution (public health 
services), the public sector equality duty, safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service 
users, sustainability and the environment and ways of working and where such implications 
are material they are described below. Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and 
advice sought on these issues as required. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
1) That Committee note the contents of the report. 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
Corporate Director, Place 
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For any enquiries about this report please contact: 
 
Heather Stokes 
Team Manager, Conservation 
(0115) 993 2592 
 
 
Constitutional Comments 
 
11. As this report is for noting only no constitutional comments are required. 
 
 
Financial Comments  
 
12. There are no financial implications arising directly from this report. 
 
 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents 
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 
 

 None 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 

 All    
 


