Nottinghamshire
%4 1 County Council

NOTICE OF MOTION FOR FULL COUNCIL

Title of Motion: Supporting a Free Press in Nottinghamshire

Date of Council meeting: 20 November 2025 (carried over from 18 September
2025 meeting)

Proposer of Motion:

. Councillor Teresa Cullen
(Name and signature)

Seconder of Motion: Councillor Steve Carr
(Name and signature)

Background/supporting information (maximum 100 words):

Local media outlets play a vital role in holding politicians to account. This Council is responsible
for representing the public and spending public funds to deliver public services. It is therefore
essential that there is proper public scrutiny of the Council, councillors, and policies.

Freedom of the press is enshrined within Section 10 of the Human Rights Act 1998.

Nottinghamshire Live have the Local Democracy Reporting Service contract for
Nottinghamshire.

At the end of August, it was reported that Reform Council boss bans local newspaper’s
reporters

Motion to be proposed (active section):

This Council resolves to:
1) Reiterate support for freedom of the press, particularly for local media outlets who play
an important role in covering issues and events that are often missed by national
publications

2) Commit to engaging with journalists and answering questions on council business,
regardless of whether one likes what is being asked

3) Reaffirm this Council’s commitment to openness, transparency, & accountability

Date and time received:
(for completion by Democratic Services)



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/schedule/1/part/I/chapter/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/lnp/documents/reporter-contract-distribution-2025-v2.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cger45p0lv0o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cger45p0lv0o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cger45p0lv0o

