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REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

EAST MIDLANDS COMBINED COUNTY AUTHORITY - PRIORITIES FOR
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Purpose of the Report

1.

To seek Cabinet approval of priority areas for collaboration for the Council to develop and
deliver with the East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA).

Information

EMCCA’s Background

2.

In November 2022, a devolution deal to establish a new East Midlands Combined County
Authority (EMCCA) was agreed by the four upper tier councils of Derbyshire County Council,
Nottinghamshire County Council, Derby City Council, and Nottingham City Council.

The Combined County Authority devolution deal guarantees £1.14 billion of funding over a 30-
year period, with significant additional investment for transport, housing, skills and economic
development. The deal also provides our region with a higher profile and devolves decision
making powers and resources from Central Government into the East Midlands. In the year
since the establishment of the Combined Authority, this initial funding settlement has been
augmented by further Government funding for skills initiatives, highway maintenance, regional
infrastructure and housing, culminating in recent confirmation from Government of a £2billion
strategic transport investment in the East Midlands over the coming 5/6 years.

4. The Mayor of the East Midlands has set out her ambitions for EMCCA, and these included
building even stronger partnerships with constituent councils to deepen the collaborative
working and shared regional ambition that characterised the period leading to the
establishment of EMCCA.

EMCCA Priorities

4. EMCCA aims to make the East Midlands region more prosperous, sustainable and fairer,

helping people and businesses to create and seize opportunities. It focuses on the importance
of growing the region’s economy for all, by targeting investment to speed up economic growth,
improving transport links to towns, cities and major employers in the East Midlands and
working with partners so people can develop key skills needed across the region. EMCCA has



identified 6 priority areas of work - Transport, Housing, Skills and Adult Education, Net-Zero,
Economic Development, and Visitor Economy — within its developing strategic framework.

Within these areas of work are featured many of the individual pledges and opportunities
identified within the original Devolution Deal for the East Midlands. The previous
Administration’s Cabinet approved in November the County Council’s core priorities for its
work with EMCCA. These have subsequently been reviewed by the Council's new
administration, and a revised set of priorities is attached as an appendix to this report.

It is intended that these priorities can be used as a point of common reference for the Council’s
members and officers when working with and supporting EMCCA. These priorities will also
shape the County Council’s input into the EMCCA Inclusive Growth Commission, Local
Growth Plan, Local Transport Strategy, Spatial Development Strategy and investment
pipeline.

Other Options Considered

7.

The other option to consider would be to not refresh the priority areas attached at the
Appendix. However, it has been concluded that doing so would increase the risk of members
and officers being less clear and less effectively co-ordinated in their collaborative work with
EMCCA.

Reason/s for Recommendation/s

8.

Articulating the Council’s priority areas for collaboration with EMCCA will help create a clarity
around how the Council approaches different issues with the Combined County Authority. The
list of priorities will also provide direction to the work of officers engaged in EMCCA activities.

Residents will also be able to refer to the document to better understand how the Council is
collaborating with EMCCA, and can use this document to better understand what the
Combined Authority is doing to improve outcomes for them and their communities.

Statutory and Policy Implications

10. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and

disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty,
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability and
the environment and where such implications are material they are described below.
Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as required.

Financial Implications

11. There are no direct financial implications for the Council in clarifying the areas of its

collaborative focus. That said, a core driver behind the development of EMCCA was to
generate increased levels of inward investment from both public and private sectors. As a
Constituent Authority we will work with EMCCA to ensure that any investment proposals follow
the principles of value for money to ensure investment decisions are sound. We will also
ensure that the Nottinghamshire case for investment in services is based on robust evidence
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cases. It is also the case that devolved funding for significant elements of the Council’s
highways related funding are now routed through EMCCA. Identification of highways as a
priority area for collaboration for the Council will also enable it to pro-actively support EMCCA'’s
work to generate further highways related investment from Government in the coming years
across Nottinghamshire.

Implications for Residents

12. Delivery of the priority work outlined in the appendix will drive improved outcomes for
Nottinghamshire residents in the realms of highways, transport, skills, employment, quality of
life and health, housing, community resilience and education.

RECOMMENDATION

13.That Cabinet approves the range of priority areas for collaboration set out as the Appendix to
this report for the Council to develop and deliver with the East Midlands Combined County
Authority (EMCCA).

Councillor Mick Barton
Leader of the Council

For any enquiries about this report please contact:

Derek Higton

Executive Director of Place

T: 0115 977 3498

E: derek.higton@nottscc.gov.uk

Constitutional Comments (CM 12/06/2025)

14.Cabinet has the authority to determine the recommendation set out in the report and is the
appropriate body to guide future collaboration with EMCCA. Individual strands within the
proposed collaboration priorities may require further separate decisions to support further
work in those areas.

Financial Comments (PA 13/06/2025)

15.The financial implications are set out in paragraph 11 of the report. Whilst there are no specific
proposals in this report, any collaborative work with the EMCCA that is not already reflected
in the Council’s budget will be brought forward for consideration and approval. This will include
details of the estimated revenue and capital costs along with the proposed funding.

Background Papers and Published Documents

Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents

listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local

Government Act 1972.
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https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/DMS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=CzR%2fVLaA%2fbYbzNA0xLBf0qO1L7P%2fyTHFWevDsBPOf5LQSQyx9p%2b0HA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/DMS/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=E4Mz94ywXs567lV6i0ex7Uu3cgSCScv0fAsBMu%2bq0%2bDD60bAHNBfvQ%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://nottsgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/o3gi-cx-ChiefExecutiveDocumentStore/CEX%20folder/Graduate%20Reports/PE/EMCCA%20Priorities/Cabinet%20Report.docx?d=w7964e355d44a4f6ebfecd1248c2cb048&csf=1&web=1&e=TUphff
https://nottsgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/o3gi-cx-ChiefExecutiveDocumentStore/CEX%20folder/Graduate%20Reports/PE/EMCCA%20Priorities/EMCCA%20Priorities.docx?d=w0846d61547f846259da48f176ac7f572&csf=1&web=1&e=GtxnAC

