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Report to the Cabinet  
 

6 November 2025 
 

Agenda Item: 11  
 

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
ASSET MANAGEMENT 
 

DISPOSAL OF LAND IN RADCLIFFE ON TRENT - THE PADDOCKS 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To support the sale of land at The Paddocks, Radcliffe on Trent, to the highest bidder as stated 

within the exempt appendix.  
 

2. This is a Key Decision as it involves expenditure of more than £1m. 
 
Information 

3. This report contains an exempt appendix which is not for publication by virtue of paragraph 3 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). Information relating to any 
individual or the business affairs of a particular person (including the authority holding that 
information). Having regard to the circumstances, on balance the public interest in disclosing 
the information does not outweigh the reason for exemption because divulging the information 
would significantly damage the Council’s commercial position. The exempt information is set 
out in the exempt appendix. 
 

4. The Council submitted an outline planning application in March 2023 for 75 residential 
dwellings on the subject site which extends to 3 hectares (7.42 acres). The planning 
application was determined by Rushcliffe Borough Council as the Local Planning Authority in 
March 2025 and the site was placed on the market seeking best bids on an unconditional 
basis. The location of the site is illustrated in the site plan appended to this report. 

 
5. The bidders were provided with the details of the Council’s procurement portal to ensure that 

they would be opened at the same time by the Council’s procurement officer and a total of 12 
bids were received and recorded. 

 
6. The summary of all bids is outlined within the exempt appendix along with the details of the 

highest bid. 
 
7. The highest bidder has demonstrated that they have the funds available to purchase and has 

a proven track record in successfully delivering residential schemes within the East Midlands. 
 

8. On the basis that the sale of the site to the highest bidder is supported by the lead Cabinet 
Member then the next step would be to instruct solicitors to draft a sale contract with the aim 
of completing contracts this financial year. 

 
 
 
Options Considered 
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9. To achieve best consideration for this site, the best option would be to accept the highest bid 

on an unconditional basis and to commence legal proceedings to complete contracts as soon 
as possible. 
 

10. The alternative option would be to retain the site but as it has been declared surplus to 
requirements, there are holding costs associated with retaining a surplus site and the County 
Council have been successful in securing an outline planning permission for 75 residential 
dwellings this option is not recommended. 
 

Reason for Recommendations 
 
11. The outline planning application derisked the site and allowed all bidders to have a full 

understanding of the expectations of the Local Planning Authority and the physical 
characteristics of the site itself. It took two years to carry out all the searches including a full 
archaeological dig. The market is buoyant in terms of sites of this size, and the highest bids 
exceeded expectations.  The recommendation to sell the site would therefore provide best 
consideration to The County Council. 

 
Statutory and Policy Implications 
 
12. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and 

disorder, data protection and information governance, finance, human resources, human 
rights, the NHS Constitution (public health services), the public sector equality duty, 
safeguarding of children and adults at risk, service users, smarter working, sustainability and 
the environment and where such implications are material they are described below. 
Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as required. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
13.  The financial implications are detailed in the exempt appendix. 

 
Environmental Sustainability Implications  
 
14.  Environmental and Sustainability implications have been considered. There will of course be 

a short-term increase in pollution as the site is developed, and a potential loss of natural 
habitat, though it should be noted that any mitigations of this will come via the requirements 
of the local Planning Authority, particularly with regards to the protected species as detailed 
within the main body of the report. Longer term, the site will see the development of much 
needed housing that will need to be developed in accordance with prevailing Building 
Standards, which will no doubt be sustainable. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1) That the sale of land at The Paddocks, Radcliffe on Trent, to the highest bidder as stated 

within the exempt appendix, be approved. 
  

Councillor James Walker-Gurley 
Cabinet Member, Economic Development and Asset Management 
For any enquiries about this report please contact:  
Wayne Bexton, Director of Green Growth, Investment and Assets 
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wayne.bexton@nottscc.gov.uk 
   
Legal Comments (CM 29/10/25) 
 
15. The recommendation falls within the remit of the Cabinet.  The legal documentation shall be 

in a form approved by Legal Services 
 
Financial Comments (GB 16/09/25) 
 
16. The financial implications of this report are clearly set out in the exempt appendix.  There are 

no direct Local Government Review implications associated with this report. 
 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents 
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 
 

• None 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 
Radcliffe on Trent – Cllr Roger Upton 
 
 
File ref.:  
SP:  4291 
Properties affected:  
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