
Ambition 4
KEEP OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE AND HEALTHY



Introduction

Ambition 4 keeping our communities safe and healthy encompasses a range 
of priorities within the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy. This presentation will:

• Highlight key achievements since the last Ambition 4 report in December 2024.

• Cover the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy priorities of homelessness and 
domestic abuse (noting that the priorities on alcohol and mental health were 
last reported under Ambition 3 in September 2025, but that there is cross 
cutting work undertaken within Ambition 4). 

• Highlight any challenges and associated mitigations that have been 
experienced in delivery of Ambition 4.

• Outline plans for delivery over the next 12 months.



Key achievements

COUNTYWIDE
Severe Multiple Disadvantage (SMD) & Homelessness

• Development of new Nottingham & Nottinghamshire Housing Directors Strategic 

Partnership Group – Cross cutting Ambition 2, 3, and 4

• New prison release panel established to prevent more people being released from prison 

to street homelessness.

• Successfully gained funding from national charity Justlife for a new Countywide Families 
in Temporary Accommodation pilot (will also support Ambition 1).

• Delivered a systems leadership course to embed the Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) 

Approach across the system with a new MEAM multi-agency Systems Change 

Partnership established as a result.

• Supported Housing Needs Assessment and Single Adult Homelessness Pathway 

Review are underway across the County.

• Mayoral Investment in a new EMCCA Rough Sleeping Prevention and Recovery Grant 

initiative to build on progress already happening in Nottinghamshire.



Key achievements

COUNTYWIDE Domestic abuse

• Nottinghamshire received a 25% increase in the Domestic Abuse duty funding in 
2025/26.  This means that funding for accommodation-based support is now approximately £2 
million and a partnership wide agreed commissioning plan is now in place.

• The Coproduction Service contract has been extended for another 2 years - bringing the 
voices of survivors to the Domestic Abuse Partnership Board and helping to inform future 
commissioning processes.

• All domestic abuse workers are now embedded in children's social care teams as part of the 
county wide roll out of the Family Support and Safeguarding Service established to support 
families with multiple challenges (domestic abuse, substance use and mental health) and 
when Children's social care teams are involved.

• Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance (DAHA) - last year has seen Bassetlaw District Council 
achieve the accreditation, while Ashfield and Newark and Sherwood are getting ever closer to 
being accredited too. Mansfield were the first Council to be accredited in 2023.  Broxtowe has 
started the process in 2025, with Gedling and Rushcliffe deprioritising working towards DAHA 
due to achieving alternative accreditation, work pressures and Local Government 
Reorganisation.



Key achievements

BASSETLAW

Women Rough Sleeper Census:

- Evening Outreach Session held in Worksop

- Women's  SMD Event at Change, Grow, Live 
(CGL) in Worksop intention to run this monthly 
now.

- Additional daytime outreach sessions across 
Bassetlaw with social worker and street outreach.

Wider place work: Piloting of new Rapid Rehousing 
Pathway at Framework Housing Association in 
Worksop. 

Women's Night Outreach - Worksop



Key achievements

MID NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Women's Rough Sleeper Census:

- Events in Sutton and Newark

- Delivery of census at key day services 
including Beacon in Mansfield.

- Asset based co-working with physical health, 
mental health, housing street outreach and 
substance use assertive outreach teams.

Wider place work: NSDC led Countywide Prison 
Release panel to reduce numbers of people 
being released from prison to the streets. 
Targeted Lung Health screening in Mansfield.

Physical Health outreach, Mental Health 
outreach and Street outreach – sharing 
intelligence in Mansfield



Key achievements
SOUTH NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Women's Rough Sleeper Census:

-Women's daytime outreach sessions across 
Broxtowe and Gedling.

-Women's census session at the Friary in Rushcliffe.

-Work with Prison and Probation including outreach 
sessions at HMP Foston Hall.

-Women's support bags developed in co-production 
with female rough sleepers.

Wider place work: Development of probation joint 
working at the Eastwood Hub. Women's Rough Sleeper 

bags  given to all census 
participants.



Making Every Adult Matter 
(MEAM)

"Jane* faced immense trauma—losing her child, partner, and facing street 
homelessness post-prison. Through collaboration across the Women’s Census, 
Prisons Release Panel and Rapid Rehousing Pilot, we secured her flexible, 
trauma-informed accommodation on discharge. Initially hesitant, she 
reconnected with her rough sleeping community before gradually embracing 
the safe space. Now, free from domestic abuse, Jane is thriving. She is batch 
cooking for others, volunteering locally, and reconnecting with family. Our 
advocacy in housing and justice reflects her transformation. This success 
shows that time critical, person-centred support, built on trust between 
agencies, can begin to break entrenched cycles. It’s not just different for Jane. 
It’s going to be different for everyone we support next."

Rough Sleeper Co-ordinator
*Name changed



Challenges
Homelessness

• The housing crisis and increase in numbers of people experiencing homelessness 
are national challenges which are also reflected locally. 

• Delays in publication of national policy guidance around Supported Housing 
(Regulatory Oversight) Act mean next steps locally will be delayed.

Domestic abuse 

• Rising complexity in domestic abuse cases – places additional pressure on 
services.

• System wide challenges in the criminal justice system, including courts and 
prisons, meaning that survivors are losing confidence in the ability of the criminal 
justice system holding perpetrators to account.



Outcomes (where are we) 

Domestic Abuse - Not numerically compared to England average, no trend 
calculated / detected but small decline since 2022/23 data.

Homelessness - Better than England average, no trend calculated.



Outcomes (the real picture) 

But:

• Time lag of this data 

• Chosen indicators give limited insight into the whole picture

• Increasing numbers / increasing complexity

• Increased reporting (DA) can be a positive measure (i.e. women willing to 
come forward/holding perpetrators to account/confidence in the Police 
etc).

• System pressures (criminal justice / housing)



Plans for the year ahead

Deliver the Single Adult Pathway Review and Supported Housing Needs Assessment (SHNA)

• Key areas of work to help understand and effectively respond to need across the County.

Build a new expert reference group for access to specialist SMD system expertise 

• Develop a new expert reference group to support improved systems response to SMD.

Domestic Abuse strategy / Commissioning Plan

• Develop the Domestic Abuse strategy for Nottinghamshire (2025-2028) and implement the Domestic 
Abuse duty commissioning plan.

Centralisation of Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs) across Nottinghamshire

• Countywide agreement with community safety partners to seek financial contributions to implement 
a centralised model for DHRs, in preparation for Local Government Reorganisation.



Asks of the Board

SMD & Homelessness​ ask:

• Board members asked to consider involvement in the women's rough sleeper census, 

Nottingham & Nottinghamshire Trauma Informed Partnership, Making Every Adult Matter 

(MEAM) Systems Change Partnership or Families in Supported Accommodation Steering 

Group.

• Board members reminded that there is support available including via the Systems 

Analysis and Intelligence Unit (SAIU) to enable them to understand SMD within their 
organisation.

Domestic Abuse ask:

• Partners with a statutory responsibility within Community Safety Partnerships (that 

collectively hold the responsibilities for Domestic Homicide Reviews) to work within their 

organisations to secure support for / a financial commitment for the "partial centralisation" 

approach for 2026/27 onwards.
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