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Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council are working together to 
prepare new planning policies for future waste management in our area.  These will 
determine how we provide new sites to recycle, compost, recover energy from or dispose 
of our waste.  We carried out an informal consultation on the general ‘Issues and 
Options’ between October and December 2006 which resulted in almost 1400 comments 
from over 140 organisations and individuals.  This document summarises all of the 
comments that were received.  We have not made any response to these comments yet 
as we want to carry out further consultation before we decide how to go forward.     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This summary sets out the comments made in response to each of the 22 issues set out 
in the original ‘Issues and Options’ document.   There were also a number of repeated 
responses and comments that covered more than one issue.  These have been grouped 
together under the section called ‘general issues’.  This also includes comments that 
were not relevant to this stage of the plan process or were outside of the scope of this 
consultation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Since we first consulted on our new policies, the Government has made a number of 
changes to the planning system which mean that we want to carry out further 
consultation before going any further.  Our original consultation looked only at the broad 
issues such as how much waste capacity do we need and where do we need more 
facilities.  It did not try to identify specific sites as these were intended to be included in a 
separate, later document.  However, Government now wants to see specific sites 
included within the Core Strategy wherever possible.  This may mean that we no longer 
need a separate site-specific document. We therefore want to carry out further informal 
consultation to look in more detail at possible sites and whether these should be included 
in the Waste Core Strategy.  This consultation is likely to take place towards the end of 
2008.  If you have already responded to our earlier consultation you will be notified 
automatically about any future consultations but if you would like to get involved or would 
like more information please contact us as shown below.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What is this document about? 
 

How to use this document 
 

Additional ‘Issues and Options’ 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Once the further work and consultation on the additional ‘Issues and Options’ has been 
completed, we will prepare a new consultation document setting out our preferred 
approach.  This will take into account all of the comments received during the previous 
‘Issues and Options’ stages and will explain why we have chosen some options and 
discounted others.  You will have a further chance to make informal comments at this 
stage. 
 
We will then prepare our final ‘Submission Draft’ of the document which will be submitted 
for a public examination in front of an independent Inspector.  At this stage you can make 
formal representations on our plans which will be considered by the Inspector.  
Depending on the findings of the Inspector, we will then adopt the Waste Core Strategy, 
including any changes that are recommended. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like more information about planning for waste management within 
Nottinghamshire please feel free to contact us or look on our website at 
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk: 
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Nottinghamshire County Council 
Communities Department 
Minerals and Waste Policy Team 
Trent Bridge House 
Fox Road 
West Bridgford 
Nottinghamshire 
NG2 6BJ 
 
0115 9772108 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happens next? 
 

Want more information? 
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This section groups together those comments that did not relate to any specific issue within 
the ‘Issues and Options’ paper, or that raised other issues outside the scope of this 
consultation.  These have been included here in order to give a complete summary of all the 
comments received.  Responses to these, and all other comments, will be published once 
the additional ’Issues and Options’ consultation has been carried out.    
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The Waste Core Strategy must ensure we have enough waste management capacity to meet 
future needs and that we manage our waste as sustainably as possible. It will set out how much 
waste capacity we need, and establish broad principles guiding how and where this waste should 
be managed. 
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The Core Strategy has to balance our future waste management needs with wider aims such as 
maintaining or improving environmental quality, encouraging economic development and 
maintaining our social well-being.  Suggested priorities for the Waste Core Strategy therefore aim 
to: 
 

• Protect human health and the environment 
• Use resources efficiently 
• Improve public involvement 
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National guidance advises that a Waste Core Strategy should look ahead at least 10 years but 
also look beyond this to any longer-term horizon set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy.  For the 
East Midlands, this is 2021, which would give a plan period of 14 years from adoption. 
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Our existing waste management capacity will not meet future needs.  As a minimum we must 
make specific provision to meet the lower growth forecast but we also need the flexibility to 
respond to higher levels of growth if needed.  There are three ways we can do this: 

a) Make only the minimum provision and rely on early monitoring and review of the Waste 
Core Strategy; 

b) Make maximum provision for future waste growth with no restrictions; 
c) Make maximum provision but only allow a phased release of sites based on monitoring 

evidence 
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We need to promote greater awareness of waste issues for all types of development.  One 
approach is to create better links between our own waste policies and more general planning 
policies by encouraging the district councils to address this in their plans.  Suggested policy areas 
are: 

• Use of recycled materials in new buildings and other development 
• Providing space for waste management facilities within/alongside new developments 
• Site waste management plans 
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Meeting future recycling targets for municipal waste will depend on providing new large-scale 
Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) to support local recycling efforts.  The Core Strategy will also 
need to consider how well the existing network of Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) 
is working. 
 
Future needs for commercial and industrial wastes are less certain but it is important that we 
promote greater recycling of these wastes as far as possible.  This could mean allowing new sites 
where needed or making better use of existing facilities.  Providing a Resource Recovery Park 
may be another option. 
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Composting rates must increase significantly if future recycling targets are to be met.  The type 
and scale of existing sites is quite limited and only provides for municipal waste.  Promoting wider 
use of composting for other wastes will require the provision of enclosed or in-vessel schemes in 
some cases. 
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We cannot recycle all of our waste and we cannot continue to simply dispose of it in landfill sites.  
We will need some form of additional energy recovery if we are to meet future targets for municipal 
waste.  However, energy could also be recovered from a large proportion of other waste that is 
currently landfilled.  This would help to offset some of our need for fossil fuels and reduce our 
reliance on landfill. 
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Even with high rates of recycling and recovery, Nottinghamshire will need to dispose of around 18 
million tonnes of non-hazardous and 6 million tonnes of inert waste by 2021.  Existing sites are 
running out rapidly and we urgently need to replace them.  The priority is to find new non-
hazardous capacity to serve Nottingham, Mansfield and Ashfield but we will also need to maintain 
provision for inert waste in the longer-term. 
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Future requirements for hazardous waste disposal are likely to be limited but Nottinghamshire 
may, nevertheless, have to play in its part in supporting regional efforts to manage hazardous 
waste 
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Waste transfer will play an important role in supporting other types of waste management – 
especially for recycling.  Combining sites that can take several types of waste may be more 
effective than making separate provision although there may be a need for smaller sites in rural 
areas or to manage specialist wastes.  The location of sites will be important in reducing the 
overall distance waste has to travel and the number of vehicle movements.  We may need almost 
double our current capacity by 2021. 
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As most waste comes from out urban and industrial areas, it makes sense to locate the majority of 
waste management sites as close as possible to these areas.  Key areas are likely to be: 
 

• Nottingham 
• Mansfield 

• Newark 
• Worksop 

 
In more rural areas there may be a need for a lesser number of small-scale sites to meet local 
needs. 
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Wherever possible, waste should be managed close to source.  This suggests that the Waste Core 
Strategy should promote a sequential approach to site selection based on: 
 

• Re-use waste on-site 
• Use existing land or buildings close to source 
• Manage waste further afield only where there are no acceptable local sites or more remote 

sites offer overall environmental benefits (e.g. reclaiming derelict land) 
• Greenfield land (i.e. undeveloped) close to source 
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The various types of different waste management facilities vary in their scale, appearance and 
environmental impact.  As well as setting out an appropriate search sequence (see Issue 13 
above), the Core Strategy also needs to identify the types of site or location that are suitable for 
these different uses.  As a guide to what might be acceptable the ‘Issues and Options’ consultation 
document set out a possible approach based on the following broad types of location and tried to 
match facility types by their size, appearance and/or environmental impact. 
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Local community sites – close to existing homes and shops may be suitable for 
smaller community facilities such as bring sites (i.e. bottle/paper banks). 

Derelict land/other brownfield sites – land that has been abandoned or is no 
longer in use could be redeveloped for a range of waste management uses.  This 
could include built uses such as recycling, energy recovery and composting but 
there may also be opportunities to reclaim old quarries or similar through landfill. 

Greenbelt – may also be suitable for some waste management uses although this 
would generally be smaller scale.  This could include landfill where it is used to 
reclaim old quarries or derelict land within the Greenbelt. 

Employment land - already used or allocated for industry, storage, distribution, 
offices etc. may be suitable for a wider range of waste uses – especially where 
these are contained within a building e.g. larger recycling sites, energy 
recovery, in-vessel composting etc.  In some cases this could include open air 
uses such as scrapyards and composting. 

Countryside/agricultural land – may provide opportunities for smaller scale 
recycling or energy recovery facilities to meet local needs.  Large scale open-air 
composting may also be appropriate.  There may also be limited scope for waste 
disposal in some cases. 
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The Core Strategy will need to consider whether it is appropriate to give long-term protection to 
certain sites through a safeguarding policy. 
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The Core Strategy could include a policy in favour of extending facilities where this would bring 
clear environmental benefits. 
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• Air, soil and water 
• Landscape and wildlife 
• Historic environment and built heritage 
• Traffic and access 
• Quality of life 
• Site restoration 
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National guidance prescribes a list of possible impacts that we must consider when deciding 
whether or not waste development should go ahead.  We also need to know which issues cause 
the most concern and if there are any other measures that we could reasonably take to improve 
the acceptability of waste management facilities. 
 
�

%������
����0�
�

12D����%������	���	������� ����������� ������ �	�
�� �	�������4�

12D����%�������������
�� ��
�������
���������������� ��������������������4�

$

���%3&�)�������������	���
 



 
 
 

5������
���0 
 
12D�0�# �����	���	���;������
� �	�	���������������
��"�� ���0�

• - ���:��������������

• @� �������	�������	
�
����
��

• ?���
�������	
�� �����:��������������

• - � �	������ ��������	����	����!�
���!���������	!��������

• @� �������	�����
�	��������������	���
�	
��� �������	�����������������

• # ��	�������	
����
��	��������������� ������

• B��������	�� ��
�������������������������	
��� ������	�����������		���������

• @� �������	���������	
������������������ �	��	
���������������� ��

• @� �������	�:������������������	��������� � �	������

• I����������	�����
��

• ���� �������	
��

• +�������	�

• @������������	
����
�� ������!����������	��������	��	
��������,�������

• � �����	�����
������� �	�����	�������

• ?��������	
��

• B	����	
������������������	�������������

• ��	��	��	�������������	�

• � ��������������	�

• B	����	
�������������	������	
���
������	�

�

12D�0�# �����

����
�� ��������������
���	
������� ��������� ����������� �
��	��	�	�������������

��
��"�� ���0�

• F �������������������	
���������������!���	����������	
�������������
��������
�	�����

������������������

• B�������	��
������	��������	������� ������

• B	
�
��� ������������� � �	�����������
�������
��������	��<���	��������	����������������

• B	��������	���	
����������������� � �	�����
��	�����	�B	
�����

• B	������	����	
����	�������	�����
�

• I������������������� ������� �����
�	�����������

• F ������		�	
�����
����	������ ���������	
����	��

• F ���� ������������������	
�����	
!������	�	
!���	
�	
!��;������������������
��� �����

��������� ������
����������
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
As a way of reducing the number of policies in the plan, we propose to merge the following issues 
into single policies: 
 
‘nuisance’    = noise, dust, mud, odour, vermin, light pollution 
 
‘countryside’   = open space, landscape, countryside character 
 
‘nature conservation’             = wildlife and their habitats including trees,  

  woodland, heathland, water and geological sites 
 
‘restoration’   = site restoration including how work will be  

phased, the final landscape scheme and  
alternative schemes 

 
‘maintenance’              = site maintenance, aftercare and long-term site  

management including monitoring drainage,  
landfill gas etc. 

 
‘after-use’   = measures to suitability of the site for  

agriculture, woodland, nature conservation,  
recreation and/or built development including  
soil depth and land stability 
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Producing supplementary guidance on best practice and the types of planning condition that might 
be imposed on development would help us to have fewer and shorter policies but we will need to 
be satisfied that this is a sound and workable approach. 
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We propose not to repeat national or regional policy or legislative requirements unless there is 
some sound local reason to do so. 
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The following list sets out those issues that we feel should still be covered by local level policies: 
 

• Landscape 
• Green Belt 
• Nature Conservation 
• Heritage 
• Design Quality 
• Public Access 
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Contacting us 
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