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Context

This is a living graph activity, suitable for a class which is familiar with the perfect tense and the simple future tense, within the context of free time.

Purpose
· To revise and consolidate vocabulary concerning free time

· To further familiarise pupils with the perfect tense and the simple future

· To revise opinions

· To consolidate knowledge of expressions of time

· To provide pupils with the opportunity to engage with a lengthy and challenging text

· To support pupils in writing their own version of the text

Necessary prior learning
· Free time

· Times of the day

· Opinions

· Connectives

· Perfect tense

· Simple future

Preparation
You will need:

· Copies of the text cut up in envelopes for each group.

· A complete version of the text to display.

· An A3 copy of the living graph for each group.

· An A4 copy of the living graph for each pupil.

· Coloured pens (maybe red) or highlighters – one per group.

· The odd-one-out starter activity to display on the board.

Managing the activity
Step 1
Starter activity – use the odd-one-out activity and display on the board. The vocabulary used here is from Expo 2 Rouge, but you can obviously use your own. This revises vocabulary and reminds pupils of the concept of there being more than one answer, as long as it can be justified.

Step 2
Put the class into groups of three. Tell the pupils they are going to do an activity which is designed to revise the work they have done on free time, the perfect tense and the simple future.
Step 3
Give each group an envelope containing the text about free time. Tell them they have four minutes to put the cards into the correct order.

Step 4
Ask the pupils to read out the text as they have sequenced it. Put your version (the correct one!) on the board. You could make this into a reading game, reinforcing the importance of pronunciation.

Step 5
Give each group a copy of the A3 living graph sheet. Pupils should now re-read the text, focusing in particular on the opinions expressed by Lara. Ask pupils to underline/highlight the opinion words used in the text. Then ask them to circle the connectives, which make the text more interesting. As they are doing this, they should agree on Lara’s feelings about each activity on each day and mark these feelings on the graph and then connect the dots.

Debriefing

Representatives from each group could be asked to come to the front to reproduce the graph they drew as a group on the interactive whiteboard/OHP/board. They should justify why they produced this graph, referring to the text.

Follow-up
In the following lesson, give each pupil an A4 copy of the blank graph, on which they must plot their own feelings about a weekend they have just had and the following day. They should mark on the graph opinion words/phrases they plan to use in their own version of the text. They could also mark on the graph perfect tense phrases and simple future phrases, etc. Display the correct version of the original text on the board, so pupils can use this as scaffolding if they need it. From this, pupils should produce their own account of a weekend and plans for the next day.
