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As we develop our approaches to personalised learning  programmes of Study Support not only seek to provide a wider 
range of learning activities they also address issues that remove the barriers to learning by improving attitudes and 
increasing confidence. In a previous issue we reported on changing attitudes, in this issue we look at how confidence 
can increase through participation in a targeted activity. 

The Outcomes of Participating - A confidence boost for 
Bowbridge Photographic Group exploring where children learn best 

The group began with the selection of 8 children who were quite able but a little reserved in class and who were also 
reluctant to put forward their ideas in discussions. They met each Wednesday afternoon with me in the Sports and Arts 
building. They discussed in pairs how they were going to find out about, Where children learn best? But before this, they 
all did a mind map on areas of the school they themselves felt they learned best in. We looked at them to see if anyone 
came up with the same places and discussed what they felt we would discover from the children around school. The 
consensus from our discussions was to go around the school and interview children in each year group. We would 
photograph them doing the activities they felt helped them to learn best, in the places where they were when the 
learning took place, and why this place made a difference. The next step was to think of what questions to ask. I was 
surprised when one very quiet child in the group said we would need to make the questions different for each age 
group, so the children would understand what we wanted from them. Once the questions had been decided, the group 
went off in pairs with cameras and dictaphones to interview the children. This took a few sessions 
and when every year group had been interviewed, the group sat and worked out what they had 
found out, and how to show what they had learned in the best way. The decision was to put the 
information into a PowerPoint presentation to be shown to their own year group, as well as the 
whole school. The photos had to be put on the server and the entire group learned how to copy, 
resize and edit them before putting them into their presentation. There were several discussions on 
what would go into their final work, as well as how to write what the children had said in their interviews. 

All the children in the group were showing signs of independence and were more willing to come up with new items that 
could be put into their work. They were more assertive in the discussions they were having. Their skills in ICT as well as 
Speaking and Listening were improving weekly. All were eager to show off their skills with the cameras to others in the 
year group, going so far as to take photos of Science and other lessons for displays. 

I feel the whole experience was a great boost to the children�s self esteem as well as their academic progression and I 
would recommend it to anyone with children who are shy, reserved or just need to feel part of a special little group. 

M Parkin, TA Bowbridge Primary School 
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pride themselves in supporting people to be competent and skilled practical riders who can also demonstrate 

Full throttle 
At Garibaldi School in Forest Town, Mansfield a small group of students have started doing a Study Support activity 
with a difference. Working with an instructor from Full Throttle they are getting to know all about how to service 
and maintain motorbikes including the highway code and how in the future they can ride bikes legally, safely and 
without disturbing local residents. 

The group have been carefully chosen and invited to attend with planned outcomes around positive behaviour and 
attitudes. The course runs from 5.30 pm until 7.30 pm on Thursday evenings and is funded by Neighbourhood 
Renewal Funds. NRF money has been awarded as part of the local strategy to engage young people in positive 
activities and reduce anti-social behaviours. 

Next term the group will be stripping down and re-building a bike to sell with any profits going back into school to 
support future activities. 

In addition to the lure of working with motorbikes if they complete the course and achieve their targets participants 
will each receive a brand new motorcycle helmet. 

Based in Stapleford, Full Throttle is a motorcycle training company, offering motorcycle rider tuition. Instructors 

motorcycle theory and knowledge, in accordance with the highway code. 

This course is a new venture but Full Throttle plan to assess their own learning in order to 
decide whether they will offer future courses in this area of work 

If you would like to know more about Full Throttle take a look at the 
website www.full-throttle-notts.co.uk 

If you want to know more how the Study Support activity has been set up contact 
Sarah Barrett at Garibaldi School. 

Youth Initiative Grants 2006 – 2008 
Is there a group of young people in your school who want to do a Study Support activity but need funds to get 
started? 

Youth Initiative Grants are additional government funds which aim to "give a voice and influence to young 
people.... to improve things to do and places to go". It�s young people themselves who apply for the funds and it�s 
young people who decide what will be funded in their area. 

The grants are aimed at 13 - 19 year olds, and up to 25 for disabled young people. Grants are from £250 to 
£5000. The fund has been set up to empower and involve young people. In identifying positive activities, ensuring 
that they have more choice and influence over provision and facilities in their area. 

Applications for Youth Initiative Grants are open from October 2006 through to March 2008. Panels of young 
people meet to make decisions about applications, and decide who will be successful. 

• Young people bid for money, via the District Youth Assemblies, for anything from arts work to a youth cafe  
• Groups of young people and individuals can apply. 
• Young people must make the application - they are central to the application process 

For more information and applications in Nottinghamshire visit 
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/youthzone/infozone/infozone-money/ and click on Youth Initiatives Grants 2006›
2008 or telephone the Youth Service on 0115 9774864. 

This is a great opportunity to not only consult and involve young people but to support them to take ownership of 
an activity that they want to do with the funds to get started. 

assurance and demonstrate the outcomes of participating in Study Support. 

with colleagues who will attend. 

Date for your diary: Wednesday 5th March 2008 at Trent Vineyard, Nottingham 
An invitation to attend the East Midlands Regional Study Support Event to celebrate good practice, look at quality 

Invitations will be posted out to schools in the New Year but advance notice is here so that you have time to discuss 

The one day event is free to Nottinghamshire schools and participants will each receive a copy of the regional 
document focusing on quality assurance and a DVD.  Keynote speaker Children�s Services Advisor, GOEM. 






