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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE SCHOOLS ADMISSION FORUM
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday, 9th February 2009 at 10.00am at the Joseph Whitaker School, Rainworth, Nottinghamshire
	Present
	
	

	Mr J Boland-Lee (Vice Chair) (in the chair)
	
	Nottingham Roman Catholic Diocese

	Mr S Hollingsworth
	
	Nottinghamshire County Council

	Ms T Clayton
	
	Nottinghamshire County Council

	Ms T Head
	
	Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools

	Mr D Maddison
	
	Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools

	Mr T Glover 
	
	Voluntary Aided Schools

	Ms S Barker
	
	Church of England Diocese

	Ms J Maw
	
	Local Community (Nottingham City LEA)

	Maj E Crew
	
	Other Member (Army Welfare Service)

	Mr J Loughton
	
	School Member

	Mr R McDonough
	
	School Member

	Mr M Naisbitt
	
	School Member

	Ms H Stewart
	
	School Member

	
	
	

	Absent
	
	

	County Councillor Joyce Bosnjak
	
	Nottinghamshire County Council

	Mr P Patterson
	
	Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools

	Ms S Jowett
	
	Foundation Schools

	Ms L Wooding
	
	Parent Governors

	Mr A Sadiq
	
	Local Community (Race Equality Council)

	Mr J Yarnham
	
	Learning and Skills Council

	Mr D Wilson
	
	School Member

	Mr C Teal
	
	School Member

	
	
	

	
	
	


	In attendance

	
	Mr P Robinson - Secretary


	1
	Apologies for Absence

	

	
	Apologies were received from Councillor Joyce Bosnjak, Mr J Yarnham, Mr D Wilson and Mr C Teal.
	

	2
	Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting

	

	
	The minutes of the last ordinary meeting held on 22nd September 2008 were agreed as a true and correct record.
	

	3
	Matters Arising

	Action

SH/JM

	
	DCSF Consultation on Draft Admissions Code – it was noted that the Forum’s response had been circulated with the agenda for the meeting.
Draft Annual Report – work continued on this and copies would  be made available as soon as possible.
Admission Arrangements 2010 – It was noted that the comments about only allowing in-year transfers to take place at the beginning of the next following half-term had not been included in the County scheme, on the basis it was reported of advice in the new Code. It was also suggested that the County form needed revising to acknowledge that a proposed transfer was to be regarded as an application for a place. Action SH
Primary and First School Issues – City information on the introduction of a single point of entry would be circulated at the next meeting.  Action JM                                                
	

	
	
	

	4
	Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting
The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 26th January 2009 were agreed as a true and correct record.


	Action

DW/PR

	
	It was noted that Mr Wilson continued to progress the content of the proposed letter to the School Adjudicator and when available it would be circulated to the Forum. Action DW
Further discussion took place on the issue concerning consultation on the future of Bramcote Hills and the item on the agenda (item number 11) was, therefore, discussed at this stage of the Forum’s proceedings.

It was noted that the consultation period had ended, however, following discussion the Forum felt that its views/concerns, as summarised below, should still be sent to the County Council with the request that they be taken into account:- (Action PR)
· There was no indication at this stage of what the PAN for the remaining schools in the White Hills Park Federation might be, a figure had not been set or consulted upon, when was the first year of entry expected and there had been no specific consultation on whether it was proposed to offer age 14 as a point of entry to the school
· have the implications for Post-16 education in the South Broxtowe area been considered in the light of the proposal and was there a Local Authority overview on this aspect and

· would there be any financial implications for all County schools if the projected budget deficit at Bramcote Hills was dealt with as part of this proposal. 
	

	5
	Nottinghamshire Proposed School  Admission Arrangements for 2010/11
	Action
SH

	
	The County Council was asked to take note of the following comments made on the proposed arrangements:-
· Paragraph 12 – no indication of which twin or triplet would get a place
· paragraphs 13 and 14 – it was suggested that letters from the Admissions Office might benefit from rewording as often schools felt that the content of such letters sent out mixed messages to parents, particularly as there was a requirement in the new Code to publish arrangements for in year transfers

· paragraph 19 – the reference to Equal Preference Scheme was felt to cause confusion to parents and that using the wording in the new Code might provide an improved understanding in this respect and
· appendix 4 – a published admission number was now required to be set for year 12 intake in community schools operating post-16 education.
	

	6
	Nottinghamshire Co-ordinated Schemes for Secondary and Primary Schools in 2010/11

	Action
SH

	
	The County Council was asked to take note of the following comments made on the schemes:-
· Secondary Schools – the reference to Late Applications on page 10 of the scheme to acknowledge that the arrangements of other admission authorities in respect of over-subscription criteria takes precedence over the Co-ordinated Scheme and

· Primary Schools – the arrangements for supplementary forms sometimes caused difficulties for Voluntary Aided schools and the County Council was asked to send any forms received to specific schools. 
	

	7
	Nottinghamshire – own Admission Authorities 2010/11


	

	
	The content of the summary document on the initial responses received from schools, circulated with the papers for the meeting, was noted.
	

	8
	Nottingham City Council Proposed Admission Arrangements for 2010/11

	

	
	Following responses to consultation on the proposal to re-introduce feeder school arrangements, the City Council had decided to maintain its current arrangements and consider the matter further as part of the 2011/12 consultation. Current Diocesan arrangements in the City would also continue.

It was confirmed that schools who were their own admission authority should be providing details of their arrangements to neighbouring schools in the County and that relevant City schools would be reminded.

The content of the summary document on proposed admission arrangements for City schools who were their own admission authorities, circulated with the papers for the meeting, was noted.   
	

	9
	New School Admissions Code, School Admissions Appeals Code and new Admission Forum Regulations

	

	
	The Forum noted the documents summarising the main changes to the revised School Admissions Code and revised School Admissions Appeal Code, the key documents recently published by the DCSF and the content of the new 2008 Regulations on Schools Admission Forums. The Forum was of the view that clarification was required on a number of issues; for example, on the Admissions Code a definition of relevant parents and local community groups; on the Appeal Code on payment of Panel Members and the duty of Panels to form a view on whether parental preference had been considered by the admissions authority and on the implementation arrangements for proposals in the new Regulations.
	

	10
	East Midlands Regional Admissions Group

	Action
SH

	
	Reference was made to the Regional Group meeting to be held on 12th February 2009 and it was agreed that representatives attending this meeting raise the issues referred to in the previous item. 
	

	
	
	

	11
	Children and Young People’s Plan 2009/11
	

	
	The content of the Plan and the closing date for comments were noted as was the option for Forum members to make comments through other channels if it was felt appropriate to do so.
	

	12
	Arrangements for Next Meeting

	Action
SH

	
	The Chair thanked John Loughton for his excellent hospitality at Joseph Whitaker school and confirmed the next meeting as scheduled for Monday, 22nd June 2008 at 10.00am to be held at South Base, Arnold (subject to the availability of rooms being confirmed). 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 11.45pm
	


