Kirsten Ross

Carlton le Willows School

Reading Images (Thinking Skills)

Any year group

Image used:
Une dimanche après-midi à l’Ile de la Grande Jette by Georges Seurat

This is experimental, so please be patient with your groups if you’re going to try it. I am trying it with my Year 7 groups. I am fully aware of the risk that they will find it hard, but I’ll let you how it works out and whether it has been ‘tweaked’ appropriately for them!

The sheer amount of information that can be gleaned from images provides a meaningful context for pupils to develop a variety of skills:

· to scan and skim to get the gist of what is presented in the images

· to interpret images, drawing on the visual clues and their general knowledge of the world

· to develop strategies to use the information provided in the images to hypothesise or predict what happened before or after (in this case, after – future tense)

· to investigate the links between what they can see and what they already know about the real world. This is extremely useful in addressing cultural stereotypes.

More specifically, in MFL, Reading Images can be exploited on a number of levels:

· to develop the vocab of description, e.g. colours, prepositions, sizes, emotions, characteristics, etc

· to practise particular sentence structures in order to extend pupils’ range of communicative functions.

· to practise using targeted tenses in a meaningful context

· to provide a focus for speaking practice, which can be followed up by written tasks.

· to allow for spontaneous, creative and imaginative use of the target language

· to make comparisons

In this case, the activity is also cross-curricular with Art. I found out what artists they had studied in Year 7, but none were appropriate, so I used a French artist and a painting with plenty of characters.
I am going to briefly introduce the artist to the pupils, but my starter will be different. I have produced a ‘jigsaw’ activity for them to do in their groups.

Procedure

As a starter, get the pupils in their groups or in pairs to put the painting jigsaw together. This will get them used to the painting and start to focus their attentions on the characters.

Give each group of 3 or 4 a copy of the painting on the A3 sheet. The layout is deliberate so they can make notes around the edge. They draw a line from each character in the park (including dogs!) and brainstorm adjectives to describe each of them. Allow them to use their wordlists. (7W1/8W1)

· 7W1  How to build and re-apply a stock of words relating to everyday contexts and settings

· 8W1  How to extend their vocabulary and include some abstract items

These can then be collated and displayed. I’m hoping (if they’re any good!) to display mine in U19.

Pupils in their groups then decide together on a series of questions they would like to ask the character. (7S4/8S4) They can keep the questions simple, but I am aiming to prompt some pupils to ask a future tense question.

· 7S4  How to formulate a basic question

· 8S4  To understand and use a variety of question types, including some reflecting an attitude or expectation

Use these question tips to help the pupils, if necessary…
· Qu’est-ce que vous allez faire?

· Qu’est-ce que vous regardez?

· Quel est votre nom?

· Où habitez-vous?

· Vous avez quel âge?

Obviously, you can add other questions. After this, you could ask for more able volunteers to be ‘hotseated’ as one of the characters (including the dog if they want!). Give them time to prepare possible answers – you could either give them some help or not.
For the display work, get pupils in their groups to write questions out neatly and the answers, as the display will have either a large picture of the painting with the questions and answers around it or individual characters, etc.
