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Registered office: 7 Wornal Park, Menmarsh Road  

Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 9PH 
Registered No. 3880506 

SLR Consulting Limited, Suite 1, Jason House, Kerry Hill, Horsforth, Leeds LS18 4JR
    

+44 (0)113 258 0650            slrconsulting.com 

 

17th July 2017 
 
Mr O Meek 
Nottinghamshire County Council 
County Hall 
West Bridgeford 
Nottingham 
NG2 7QP 

Our Ref: 415.05251.00006 

Dear Sirs 

RE: DISCHARGE OF CONDITION 35 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 1/16/00773/CDM 

Scope 

Condition 35 of planning permission 1/16/00773/CDM for the drilling of monitoring boreholes and 
an exploratory well on land off the A634 between Blyth and Barnby Moor requires the following: 

Prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase a soil testing scheme shall be 
submitted to, and approved in writing by, the MPA. The scheme shall include: 

a) Details of pre-construction soil testing – the results of which shall be submitted to, 
and approved in writing by, the MPA before the commencement of the Construction 
Phase; 

b) Details of soil testing following the removal of the well pad, well cellar and surface 
water attenuation tank - the results of which shall be submitted to the MPA, for its 
approval in writing, within three months of the removal of the well pad, well cellar 
and surface water attenuation tank. 

All testing shall be undertaken in accordance with the approved details. 

Reason: Details are required to be submitted prior to commencement of the Construction 
Phase to confirm the site is not presently contaminated, and is subsequently restored in an 
uncontaminated condition in accordance with the NPPF. 

This letter sets out details of the proposed pre-construction soil testing scheme, which will be 
repeated following the removal of the well pad, well cellar and surface water attenuation tank. 

Soil Sampling Methodology – Pre Construction 

The site has remained in agricultural use; therefore the soil sampling proposed will be for baseline 
assessment purposes in relation to the proposed drilling compound. This is to be carried out prior to 
compound construction and exploration drilling to demonstrate that the development has not 
impacted near surface conditions. The following sets out a brief methodology for this work.   
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The site has a small footprint and therefore soil samples will be collected from six locations using a 
small back-hoe excavator or auger to limit disturbance. The six locations are shown on Drawing 1 and 
will be as follows: 

 Borehole 1 in the area of proposed car parking; 

 Borehole 2 in the area of the water attenuation tank and tanker filling point; 

 Borehole 3 and 4 in the area of the concrete well cellar; and 

 Borehole 5 and 6 as general compound locations. 
 

This work will be undertaken prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase.  

Trial pitting and/or augering will be undertaken and soils will be collected based on visual 
interpretation and depth and will be transferred into appropriate containers and/or bottles provided 
by a MCERTS/UKAS accredited laboratory.  

Three soil samples will be collected at each location (0.5m, 1.5m and 3m depth) with two samples 
subject to laboratory analysis.  The deepest sample will be retained and will only be analysed should 
there be any quality concerns regarding the uppermost two samples.  In situ VOC measurements will 
be undertaken on all samples with a field photoionisation detector during the investigation work 
with samples subject to laboratory analysis if elevated readings are noted.  

Twelve soil samples will be analysed for: 

 pH, sulphate and % organic matter; 

 Metals (aluminium, arsenic, barium, boron, beryllium, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, 
mercury, nickel, silver, vanadium and zinc); and 

 Organics (total organic matter; total petroleum hydrocarbons (speciated to Criteria 
Working Group (CWG)) and polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). 

Reporting 

The pre-construction soil testing results will be presented as a factual report only to the MPA for 
their written approval prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase. 

Soil Sampling Methodology – Following Infrastructure Removal 

The same scope and methodology will be applied following infrastructure removal at the same six 
locations to determine whether drilling activities and use of the site as an exploration drilling 
compound has impacted near surface soil chemistry.   

Reporting 

Within three months of the removal of the well pad, well cellar and surface water attenuation tank, a 
factual and interpretative report will be submitted to the MPA comparing results and providing 
opinion as to whether there has been any derogation in soil chemistry.  
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Contingency 

If during removal of infrastructure, soils with unusual visual, olfactory or obvious signs of impacts are 
noted, these will be sampled by a qualified engineer/environmental scientist and subject to 
laboratory analysis. If such samples show evidence of impacts above appropriate assessment criteria 
for the land use, additional sampling and analysis or risk assessment will be undertaken to determine 
a mitigation or remediation plan as appropriate. This plan will be submitted to the MPA for approval 
and will set out the scope of any mitigation or remediation activity and details of verification testing. 
Once agreed, any works will be carried out under the supervision of a qualified 
engineer/environmental scientist and a validation report submitted to the MPA. 

Yours sincerely 

SLR Consulting Limited 

Dyfed Evans 

Technical Director 
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