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Customers in Wales - From 1 April 2013 Natural Resources Wales (NRW) has taken over the responsibilities of the Environment Agency in
Wales.
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More about Groundwater

Groundwater Source Protection Zones:

Groundwater provides a third of our drinking water. We ensure that your water is safe to drink defining Source
Protection Zones. These zones help to monitor the risk of contamination from any activities that might cause
pollution in the area.

The Source Protection Zones are not displayed at scales greater than 1:20,000 (Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 scale)
as the data was only modelled to this level and is not accurate pass this. They should not be compared against field
boundaries.

Understanding Groundwater Source Protection Zones maps

British Geological Survey's Aquifer Maps:

From 1st April 2010 new aquifer designations replace the old system of classifying aquifers as Major, Minor and
Non-Aquifer. This new system is in line with our Groundwater Protection Policy (GP3) and the Water Framework
Directive (WFD) and is based on British Geological Survey mapping.

The Aquifer Extents are not displayed at scales greater than 1:75,000 (Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 scale) as the
data was only modelled to this level and is not accurate pass this.

Understanding the British Geological Survey's Aquifer maps

Groundwater Vulnerability Maps:

The Environment Agency are currently updating their groundwater vulnerability maps to reflect improvements in
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data mapping and understanding of the factors affecting vulnerability. The new maps will be released later in 2015.

The ‘New groundwater vulnerability mapping methodology’ report provides technical information about how the new
maps have been created.
The user guide outlines the kinds of activities the new maps can be used for.
These reports have been published on GOV.UK in advance of the release of the new maps to give users time to
understand the new approach and how this differs from the previous groundwater vulnerability maps.

Understanding Groundwater Vulnerability maps


