
BEC and impacts on Nightjar during construction 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust has produced Supplementary Information in relation to potential 

impacts on nightjars during the construction of the proposed BEC.  This information concerns a 

nightjar ringed in Sherwood in July 2014 and subsequently found dead in a partially constructed 

powerstation in France in October 2014. NWT assert that on this basis, a further assessment of the 

potential impacts of the BEC on nightjar is required, including an assessment of cumulative effects 

arising from the operational  wind farm adjacent to the development site. 

 

Further investigation confirms that the nightjar in question was ringed as a nestling in Sherwood, 

and that it was found inside Flamanville Powerstation in Manche, northern France; the bird was 

found in a moribund state (subsequently dying three days later), having entered the building (see 

information provided by the BTO, below). NWT’s assertion that the bird had entered the building 

seeking insect food (attracted by the lights) and had been unable to escape is, therefore, 

speculation, as the precise circumstances are not available; this inexperienced young bird (less than 

4 months old) was on its first migration, and having presumably recently crossed the English channel 

on its route south, may already have been in a weakened state when it entered the building. 

Alternatively, it may have entered the building by another means, such as on a construction vehicle.  

  

The comparisons between the BEC and Flamanville Powerstation are also not entirely analogous. 

Falamnville is a large nuclear power plant, with current construction works on a third reactor 

(presumably where the nightjar was found) commencing in December 2007; works have therefore 

been taking place for nearly 8 years (and are not expected to be completed by 2017 at the earliest). 

In contrast, the BEC is a significantly smaller facility, with the construction time stated as being X 

years. 

 

The fact that there is only one confirmed incident of a nightjar flying into a building under 

construction and not being able to escape is indicative of the exceedingly small likelihood of  this 

happening during the construction of the BEC; if it happened with any frequency, then there would 

be more records. Furthermore, in the very unlikely event of this happening at the BEC, the loss of a 

single bird would not, in any event, have a significant (i.e. population-level) impact. It should be 

noted that the population of nightjar in Sherwood is stable with 67 churring males in 1981, 73 in 

1992 and 66 in 2004 (the next census is due in 2016).  

 

Therefore, it is my contention that the construction of the BEC would not have a likely significant 

effect on nightjars within Sherwood. As a result, there would be no cumulative effect with the 

nearby wind turbines.  

 

In relation to the reference to Article 4(4), it should be noted that this is enacted by Article 9A of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (201), as amended. This states that local 

authorities must take such steps in the exercise of their functions as they consider appropriate to 

secure the preservation, maintenance and re-establishment of a sufficient diversity and area of 

habitat for wild birds in the UK. It has already been established that the application site does not 

represent suitable habitat for nightjar, accepting that the occasional transitory bird may fly close to 

or across the application site whilst moving between foraging and/or breeding areas.  

 

Finally, it is implied that nightjars are a ‘protected species’ (e.g. ‘…a species protected under 

European Directives and transposed into UK Law’). Nightjars are not a European Protected Species, 

to which Part 3 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010) apply.  Rather, they 

are a bird species for which Member States have specific duties (including the classification of SPAs) 

under Articles 1 to 4 and Annex I of the Birds Directive. 

 



Details of nightjar recovery (provided by the British Trust for Ornithology 0n 17/07/2015) 

 

Ringing Scheme: London Ring Number: LA79928 Species of bird: Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus) 

This bird was ringed by Birklands RG as age nestling, sex unknown on 30-Jul-2014 10:00:00 at 

Theives Wood, Blidworth, Nottinghamshire, UK 

OS Map reference SK5654 accuracy 0, co-ordinates 53deg 5min N 1deg 10min W accuracy 0. 

It was found on 16-Oct-2014 time unknown at Flamanville Power Station, Manche, France 

OS Map reference - accuracy 0, co-ordinates 49deg 32min N 1deg 52min W accuracy 0. 

Finding condition: Dying 

Finding circumstances: Entered Building 

Extra Information: Died 19.10.14 

It was found 78 days after it was ringed, 398 km from the ringing site, direction S. 

 


