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 What is a nanny? 

A nanny works in a family’s home caring for their children. Some nannies live in, 
others come to work daily, and others share their time between two or more 
families. Nannies do not have to be registered and inspected by Ofsted. There are 
no legal requirements for training or for a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check. 
However nannies can become approved under the governments Childcare Approval 
Scheme (see below). 

Benefits of using a nanny 

• 	 You may be able to negotiate very 
flexible hours with a nanny to suit 
your working pattern. This may 
include overnight care and 
babysitting. 

• 	 This option may give you more “say” 
in your child’s routine, dietary 
requirements, activities and play 
environment. 

• 	 Siblings of all ages can be cared for 
together. 

• 	 Your child will benefit from the 
continuity of being cared for by one 
person. 

• 	 Your child is cared for in their own 
community so can easily take part in 
local activities and clubs. 

• 	 A nanny may be willing to care for a 
child who is not well. 

What else do I need to consider? 

The cost to employ a nanny can range 
from £127 to £400 per week. You will 
also be required to pay their tax and 
National Insurance contributions, as you 
will be their employer. You will need to 
provide a room and food if they ‘live in’ 
and there will be some loss of privacy for 
the family (especially if the nanny lives 
in). You will need to provide employers 
liability insurance, car insurance if the 
nanny uses your car and an endorsement 
to your home contents policy. Other cost 
considerations include holiday, maternity 
and sick pay, a mobile phone and 
heating, lighting, wear and tear on the 
home and additional food and drink. 

How do I find a nanny? 

You can find a nanny through an agency 
(there will be a fee). These are listed in 
the telephone book under “nanny 
agencies”. Nottinghamshire Families 
Information Service - 0800 7812168 
has details of some agencies. Or you can 
place an advert in the newspaper and be 
prepared to interview and select a nanny 
yourself. The Sure Start and Extended 
Services Unit provide an in depth guide 
to interviewing and employing approved 
Childcarers (including nannies). It is 
worth remembering that if you find a 
nanny you like, you can ask them to 
become and approved carer, offering to 
pay the fee. This will give you additional 
reassurance and benefits. 



For further copies of this leaflet or for more information about childcare and help available
to pay for it, contact Nottinghamshire Families Information Service on 0800 781 2168 or 
visit www.childcarelink.gov.uk/notts or email fis@nottscc.gov.uk

What is an Approved Childcarer? 

An Approved Childcarer is an individual who 
has undertaken certain checks to gain 
approval under a scheme developed by the 
Dfes and the Sure Start Unit. People often 
choose to become Approved Childcarers 
because they are not otherwise required by 
law to be registered. For example childcare 
that is provided in the child’s own home, or 
for children over 7, on other domestic 
premises. This will enable more parents to 
access tax credits and employer supported 
childcare vouchers. 

An Approved Childcarer will have an 
approval letter to show you, which confirms: 

• 	 That they hold a childcare qualification or 
have attended an appropriate induction 
course. 

• 	 They hold an up to date first aid 
certificate; 

• 	 They have an enhanced Criminal Records 
Bureau (CRB) check and a check of the 
Protection of Children’s Act (POCA) list to 
make sure that there is nothing in their 
background that would make them 
unsuitable to care for children. 

Benefits of using an approved carer 

• 	 Your Approved Childcarer has been 
checked and meets basic criteria. 

• 	 The Childcarer is not unsuitable to care 
for children and has some understanding 
of their needs and what to do in an 
emergency. 

• 	 You may be able to access financial 
support through the childcare element of 
the Working Tax Credit or through 
employer supported childcare. 

What else do I need to consider? 

The childcare approval scheme does not 
verify whether the person is eligible to work 
in the UK. It does not clarify the age group 
the carer is suited to work with. The 
childcarers workplace is not inspected. 
Approval is valid for one year and to cover 
the expenses involved there is an annual fee 
for 2005/06 this is £96. 
It is your responsibility to check out the 
above points and to make sure that you are 
completely satisfied with the person you 
employ. 

For further guidance on the Childcare 
Approval scheme call their help line on 0845 
7678111 or visit their website on 
www.childcareapprovalscheme.co.uk 
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