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Purpose of the Report

1. Toinform Children’s Trust Executive members of the content of the
Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children Board’s Annual Report 2016/17,
which is available as a background paper.

Information and Advice

2. National statutory guidance, ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015,
notes the requirement for the Chair of each Local Safeguarding Children
Board to publish an annual report on the effectiveness of safeguarding in the
local area. This report should recognise achievements and the progress that
has been made in the local authority area as well as providing a realistic
assessment of the challenges that still remain and the action being taken to
address them. The report should include lessons from reviews undertaken
within the reporting period.

3. The Annual Report should be made available to the Chief Executive and
Leader of the Council, the local Police and Crime Commissioner, and the
Chair of the Health and Wellbeing Board.

4. The Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children Board (NSCB) Annual Report
2016/17 includes links to relevant documents already published on the NSCB
website which provide further information.

5. The report provides details of the work carried out by the Board to update and
improve the way it carries out its functions. The online NSCB safeguarding
procedures were updated twice during the year (November 2016 and April
2017) to ensure they remain current and include learning from local and
national sources. A new Communications and Engagement Strategy has
been developed and this will be used to benchmark the success of NSCB
communications and engagement work. The NSCB website continues to be
the primary means of communication with NSCB stakeholders and includes
resources for professionals, parents/carers and children and young people.
The NSCB was also pleased to support financially, and through consultation




10.

with members, the work led by Nottinghamshire County Council Public Health
and Nottinghamshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust to provide the Health
for Teens website specifically aimed at young people.

During 2016/17 the NSCB has delivered a wide ranging programme of multi-
agency training courses and seminars. These events have covered core
safeguarding practice and specialist areas of practice. Specific courses have
been developed to respond to key learning identified through the NSCB
Learning and Improvement Framework including; Decision Making and
Disguised Compliance, Hidden Men, Information Sharing and Neglect. NSCB
multi-agency training events have been attended by over 2,100 staff working
with children and families during the year. A new E Learning package was
procured during the year which increased the number of modules available to
partner organisations from four to 22. Over 4,100 staff have completed E-
learning modules during the year on safeguarding subjects including;
awareness of abuse and neglect, child sexual exploitation and safe sleeping
for babies.

A key responsibility for the Board is to commission and undertake serious
case reviews according to the criteria set out in national statutory guidance
and LSCB regulations. The reviews are used to identify learning and to
improve practice. During 2016/17 one serious case review was
commissioned (PN16) and is ongoing at this time. Themes regarding the
effectiveness of safeguarding practice identified from two reviews
commissioned the previous year and completed during this reporting period
(LN15 & NN15), are included within the report. A further three reviews were
ongoing at the end of the reporting period due to a number of factors
including the complexity of the case, parallel criminal/coronial proceedings
and restrictions on access to children, families or professionals involved. Of
these, two have subsequently been signed off by the Board and a third is very
near completion.

The Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) has conducted reviews into
expected and unexpected child deaths in Nottinghamshire in line with
statutory guidance. During the course of the year 39 children died in
Nottinghamshire and the panel conducted 58 reviews following the
completion of other processes (e.g. Inquests). The panel identified actions to
prevent future deaths, in particular safer sleep for babies, and a working
group has developed a framework for action - the progress against which is
noted within the report.

The NSCB has continued to strengthen its multi-agency audit work and a total
of six audits examining operational practice in a range of areas were
undertaken and their findings reported to the Board. In addition three
organisational audits were also undertaken and reported. All audits identified
areas of good practice in addition to areas for improvement. Full details of the
recommendations and impact of the audits are included in the report.

The report includes a section containing examples of the way the Board has
carried out its scrutiny and challenge function in addition to the case reviews,

2



programmed audit work and analysis of performance information. Issues

such as the arrangements for the provision of medical assessments, elective
home education, domestic violence and abuse, safeguarding of looked after
children and preventing radicalisation have all been examined by the Board.

11. The report concludes by setting out areas identified for development through
the NSCB learning and improvement framework. The NSCB Business Plan
(2016/18) has been regularly reviewed and updated and captures the key
areas of work for the Board including the focus on vulnerable children groups,
performance monitoring and the effectiveness of multi-agency working in
relation to child protection enquiries. In addition the NSCB has identified a
number of ways to further improve the way it delivers its core functions and
these are detailed within the report.

RECOMMENDATION/S

1) That the content of the Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children Board’s
Annual Report 2016/17, which is available as a Background Paper, be
noted.

Chris Few
Independent Chair
Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children Board

For any enquiries about this report please contact:
Steve Baumber

NSCB Business Manager

T: 0115 977 3935

E: steve.baumber@nottscc.gov.uk

Background Papers

Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section
100D of the Local Government Act 1972.

Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children Board’s Annual Report 2016/17 is
available via the NSCB website at http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/nscb/about-
the-board




