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Minutes of the April 2017 Meeting of 
Nottinghamshire Local Access Forum

Date: 

Tuesday 18th April at 7.15pm
Venue:
Woodborough Institute, Woodborough
Forum Members:  Alex Staniforth (Chair), Penny Lymn Rose (Vice Chair), Dennis Reeson, Hilary Limb, Alan Hudson, Alison Pritchard, Sue Guy, and Mary Mills.

Officers and Guests:  Neil Lewis (NCC), Beki Howey (Miner2Major)
1.
Apologies:  Councillor Yvonne Woodhead and Simon Wilson
2.
Minutes of the last Meeting:  The minutes for the 24th January 2017 meeting were accepted as a true record.          
3.
Matters arising not covered elsewhere in the agenda – 
Network Rail Update – 

· Barrel Lane Crossing is now legally extinguished
· North Muskham Crossing – no news
· Whitehouse Lane – Diversion out to Pre consultation 

· Attenborough Crossings – no news 

Accessibility Blidworth area – 

· A letter and plans have been sent out to the gentleman with access problems, once response received the LAF will visit the problem areas with a view to getting barriers removed.

Rights of Way Management Plan (ROWMP) - 

· On hold until after the local elections

4. 
Miner2Major Project – Beki Howey

Beki Howey, the Project Manager introduced this “Landscape Partnership Scheme” which subject to a successful second stage bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund and match funding should be worth around 2.5 -3 Million Pounds. 

The project area covers Sherwood and should bring benefits to Heritage, Conservation and Access. The project will focus largely on improving access for all, connectivity between attractions and on raising the profile of the Sherwood area locally and nationally. 


Alex and Mary to attend a meeting at TBH on Thursday 20th April which should clarify ways in which the LAF can get involved and contribute to the project.
5.
Trent Vale Trail – Alan Hudson
Alan introduced this Sustrans Project and the LAF watched a short film outlining the benefits of the “All Weather Trail” for all users. It was agreed the route would be beneficial to most users including mobility vehicle users. However Hilary queried the “inclusivity” of the trail as no mention is made of Horse Riders and they are likely to be excluded from parts of the route. Alan explained this was due to a reluctance on the part of the Wildlife Trust and other landowners along the route to permit horses on their land. It was agreed that Neil would send out a map of the route and alternative routes for horse riders would be investigated.
The route would involve long term Permissive Access Agreements with the Wildlife Trust, Tarmac and other landowners.

Funding for the project is yet to be applied for.

6.
Countryside Stewardship Scheme
The LAF are concerned about the end of funding through Higher Level Stewardship for permissive access. It was agreed that Parish Councils were the best starting point for raising awareness and that this should be the priority. 
A walk for members to be arranged to look at HLS routes in the Kelham area, after which members will be encouraged to walk or ride the other routes in the county and assess their value individually and as links in the wider rights of way network. 

Once the elections are over we will then use this information and contact landowners, MPs and County Councillors.
7.
Gating Orders / Public Spaces Protection Orders


None

8.
NCC Committee update
None
9.
Town and Village Greens/ Common Land
None
10.
PPOs and DMMOs 
Kimberley –confirmed 
Southwell – Order made, on deposit, objection received
Sutton on Trent – A landowner diversion request to move 2 short cross field paths onto the field edge, objections received at pre consultation, order will not be made
Newark – Whitehouse Lane Crossing, an alternative route is out to pre consultation

Newark – Minor diversion around the sewage works, out to pre consultation
11.
AOB/ Members Update

Bennerley Viaduct – project is going well, Alex handed out leaflets promoting the history, wildlife and walking trails around this stunning landmark
Disused Railtrack at Warsop and Shirebrook – Penny updated us that the BHS are seeking community funding and the Ramblers have around £5000 available to potentially create a multi user/bridleway route

New Members – Attracting new members continues to be an issue, it was agreed that it would be good to have someone with the time and ability to manage new technology, e.g. Facebook and Twitter, who could raise the profile of the LAF with rights of way users and the public.  
LAF Conference – The LAF National Conference has been rescheduled for Wednesday 21st June, Mary to attend, details to be sent out to members 
12.
Future Dates and Venues
Neil to book Woodborough Institute (if possible) for next meeting on 25th July 2017.
July meeting is now booked for County Hall, same date and time. 

The Chair concluded the meeting, thanked all those present for attending and closed the meeting.


Close of Meeting
