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	Concerning Behaviours Pathway
Support in schools: Funding guidance



Access to additional funding for vulnerable children
Some children need more help in school than other children.  The responsibility for deciding which these children are, and what sort of help they need, is the job of the school.  
The first and lowest level of support is provided directly by the school, and the school makes these decisions by itself.  If a child has the need for more individualised support than would cost £6,000, the school can request additional funding from their local Family of Schools.  Which children will get this additional funding is a decision made between the representatives of the schools in the Family of Schools.  In a few relatively rare circumstances children need even more support than it is reasonable to expect the school and the Family of Schools can pay for together.  In these circumstances the Family of Schools can request funding from what is known as the High Level Needs panel.  This HLN panel makes decisions about requests from across the whole County.
These funding processes are described in more detail in the annually updated document, Arrangements for accessing top-up funding for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities in Nottinghamshire mainstream schools (2016-17) which schools have access to on the Schools Portal.
Commonly asked questions:

Whose responsibility is it to make sure that children are given the right type and level of provision to meet their needs?

Regardless of the level of funding provided to the school, it remains the responsibility of the school to make appropriate provision for a child with special educational needs or disability (SEND).
Are children with a medical diagnosis more likely to attract additional funding?

The decisions made around additional funding are made independently of whether or not a child has been given a diagnosis.  Having a diagnosis does not in itself give a child priority access to additional funding. 
Are children with an EHC Plan more likely to attract additional funding?

The decisions made around additional funding are made independently of the decisions and processes around EHC assessments.  Having an EHC Plan does not in itself give a child or a school priority access to additional funding.
When is a school more likely to be successful when it makes requests for additional funding? 
· The school has provided clear evidence of the child’s needs, including:
· What the shared understanding of the child’s needs is

· The child’s levels of attainment and developmental levels, as compared with what is typical or expected for children of the same age
· The school has demonstrated the provision which it has already been put in place, and what the effects of this has been
· The school has demonstrated how it has involved the child’s parents and other professionals in thinking about and planning the child’s provision

· The school is clear about what additional funding would be used for to develop the provision which it is making for the child

· A timetable showing the provision which the child will be accessing, sometimes referred to as a Provision map
· Clear costings, including the source of funding for each element of the provision
Can a school decide not to educate a child full-time because they don’t have the necessary funding?

No.  The lack of resources is not a reason for not putting in place appropriate provision to meet a child’s SEND, and a child with SEND has equal rights to full-time education as for a child without SEND.  How a school distributes its total budget resources to provide full-time, appropriate educational provision for all pupils on its school roll are decisions for the Head Teacher and Governing Body; they are primarily accountable for the decisions which they make.  

In some circumstances it may be appropriate for a pupil to access less than full-time schooling for a short period of time if it is in the child’s best interests to do so.  This should only ever be for a limited period of time, with a clear plan in place for a return to full-time education as soon as is possible.  These plans will be delivered with parental agreement, and will usually be devised by the school with access to professional advice, guidance and support.
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