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	REPORT OF GROUP MANAGER, LOCALISM AND PARTNERSHIPS



	APPLICATION FOR GATING ORDERS AT FOOTPATHS ADJACENT TO PERCIVAL CLOSE, SUTTON IN ASHFIELD AND BOWNE STREET, SUTTON IN ASHFIELD



Purpose of the Report
1. The purpose of this report is to consider applications for Gating Orders for Percival Close, Sutton in Ashfield and Bowne Street, Sutton in Ashfield
Information and Advice
2. The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 inserted sections 129A-129G into the Highways Act 1980. The Act allows highway authorities to introduce Gating Orders to restrict the use of a highway for the purpose of preventing crime and anti social behaviour instead of permanently stopping it up or diverting it.
3. The Highways Act 1980 (Gating Orders) (England) Regulations 2006 specify the procedures councils should follow when they wish to make, vary or revoke gating orders.

4. At Percival Close, Sutton in Ashfield and Bowne Street, Sutton in Ashfield the pattern and volume of recorded crime and anti social behaviour experienced by nearby residents is significant and it was clear from consultation with residents that it was also under-reported. Maps showing the location of both gating applications are at Appendix A and Appendix B.
5. Attempts to reduce the impact of anti social behaviour in these two areas by increasing uniformed patrols or increasing awareness of diversionary activities has not been successful.

6. It is a requirement within the County Council’s Guide to the Making of Gating Orders (2008 as amended) that any application for a gating order shall be approved by the relevant Community Safety Partnership. A report was taken to the Ashfield and Mansfield Joint Performance Group on the 21st December 2011 which gave approval for both applications.

7. The applications have been made using the application forms prescribed in the County Council’s Guide to the Making of Gating Orders 2008. These application forms are at Appendix C and Appendix D.

8. The applications identify the vulnerability of individuals living adjacent to the footpath concerned. The County Council is committed to protecting vulnerable people from anti social behaviour and criminal activity.

9. Whilst the information in the applications does not indicate that permanently stopping up or diverting these footpaths is appropriate at this time, the applications do detail issues which demonstrate that the existence of these two footpaths is facilitating the persistent commission of sustained anti social behaviour, criminal damage and other crime which is facilitated by the public access to the footpaths concerned.
10. The applications show that the local community supports the closure, and that the impact of the closures will not make day to day life for residents living in the area immediately adjacent to the footpaths more difficult. For those people with disabilities or other special needs the Gating Orders will not significantly increase journey time to shops, transport, schools and other facilities.

11. Should the recommendation below be approved by the Committee, the proposal to make each of the Gating Orders will be published, and representations invited, which will include consultation with statutory consultees and the broader community. Any concerns raised concerning the applications will be considered in accordance with the County Council’s agreed procedures.

Other Options Considered
12. As set out in the body of this report other options to reduce the impact of the anti social behaviour and crime have been considered and where appropriate tried.
Reason/s for Recommendation/s

13. The recommendations offer the most likely solution to the needs of the local residents to be protected from anti social behaviour and crime.
Statutory and Policy Implications

14. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of finance, equal opportunities, crime and disorder, human rights, the safeguarding of children, sustainability and the environment and those using the service and where such implications are material they are described below. Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as required.
RECOMMENDATION/S

1) It is recommended that the applications for Gating Orders at Percival Close, Sutton in Ashfield and Bowne Street, Sutton in Ashfield are accepted and that subject to consideration of any representations received (in accordance with the County Council’s agreed procedures) the Gating Orders shall be made.
Ann Marie Hawkins
Group Manager, Localism and Partnerships

For any enquiries about this report please contact: Ann Marie Hawkins, Group Manager, Localism and Partnerships (0115 9772460) or Adrian Dudley, Community Safety Officer (07880 500572).
Constitutional Comments (SJE 04/01/12)
15. The matters set out in this report are matters for which Rights of Way Committee has responsibility by virtue of the Full Council decision of 24th September, 2009.
Financial Comments (DD 9/01/12)
16. There are no direct consequences arising from the adoption of this proposal.
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