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Thinking Skills Lesson

Year 7

Module 4 Unit 1 (Places in town)

Memory Map

Links to the framework:


7W4


7W7

The aim of this activity is to introduce a list of new vocabulary items and their meanings in English and at the same time help pupils develop their techniques for memorising new words. This is the same as the ‘pets’ lesson we did, but with different vocabulary (surprisingly!).
Preparation

12 places in town:



un hôtel

une banque

une poste

un café

un musée

une église

un hôpital

une gare

des magasins

un tabac

un cinéma

un marché

There are 5 colour laminated maps to be stuck around the classroom. Stick them facing the wall so pupils can turn them over when needed. There are also enough copies of the blank (black & white) maps to have groups of 3 or 4. Put the pupils in random groups of three or four with the purpose of mixing ability within the groups. To define the groups, number the pupils around the class with numbers 1 to 9, then tell them to sit with the pupils who have the same number. Each group has a blank map on A3 paper.

Launching

Begin with a quick test on the vocabulary of time. Tell them they have 5 minutes to revise for this ‘mini-test’ and that they have to learn them quickly and thoroughly. Keep it simple. Using the mini whiteboards, give 5 times (easy to hard) in French and the pupils write down the time digitally. Ask groups to discuss and make notes on the different ways in which they learn new vocabulary. Ideas could be:

· look – say – cover – write – check

· writing the words out a couple of times

· repeating the words over and over again

· getting a friend to read out the words and they give the answer in French or English

Explain that it is important to build up a good range of vocabulary when learning a language, and tell them to expect to meet some more new words in this lesson.

Instructions

1. Put the pupils into groups of three or four. Tell the groups to give each member a letter A, B or C.

2. Explain that the aim of the activity is to get an identical list on their piece of paper to the list on the master sheet at the front of the class.

3. All the As should come up to the front and look at the list for ten seconds, then return to their group and relay everything they can remember. The group records the information on the sheet.

4. The Bs then do the same, followed by the Cs. Each pupil then comes up two more times in all.

Remind them that they have done a similar lesson before and to think about what strategies they need to use (e.g. they should avoid going up to ‘collect’ the same word).

Managing the activity

Have five copies of the list in different places around the room so that all groups can see the list at the same time. Make sure the list starts facing the wall to avoid cheating. Pupils then turn over the sheet when you say and look at it for ten seconds (time it). When the ten seconds are up they go back to their seats and write down as much information as possible. Boys in particular enjoy the chance to move around, but it may get a bit noisy. This is normal! The groups will naturally try to organise themselves by instructing the next person to look out for certain spellings/words, etc. They will notice that they remember a word only to find that someone else in the group had it already.

Once everyone has been up three times, each group compares another group’s version with the original on the original sheet. Ask them to count the number of errors and then ask for feedback.
Plenary

Ask whether they found the activity easy or difficult. Ask them what strategies they had used in order to remember the words.

Ask them to identify factors which made some words easier or more difficult to remember.

They should come up with refinements to the strategies they mentioned at the start of the lesson (the launching stage).

Follow-up

At the start of the following lesson, ask pupils if they remember what they did last lesson and if anyone could come and write some of the words on the board in French and English.
