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Business Information
A Guide to selling

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

990 

 offer or expose for sale or possess for the purpose of sale 

n of which is likely to mislead as to the nature, substance 

supplied in response to a request from a consumer from the 

e produce must be of the same quality as that displayed on 

ry of the law regarding the sale of fruit and vegetables.  It is not 
 on the law and only intended for guidance.  For further details 
 Trading Standards Service. 

All fresh fruit and vegetables must be sold either by weight, by the bunch or by 

number.  

Produce that must be sold by weight  
Produce sold by weight can be purchased either pre-packed or sold loose. 

Pre-packed produce must be sold by net weight only.  Produce sold loose can be 

sold by either net weight or gross weight. 

Net weight  Weight of produce only 

Gross weight Weight of produce and container. 

If you choose to sell by gross weight you must make this clear to the customer.  You 

must also bear in mind that there is a maximum weight permitted for containers 

included in gross weight.  See table below for guidance. 

Potatoes 

If you pack potatoes ready for sale you must only pack in these sizes:  
 

ontacting us 
mail:  trading.standards@nottscc.gov.uk 
500g, 750g, 1 kg, 1.5kg, 2kg, 2.5kg, 5kg, 7.5kg, 10kg, 12.5kg, 15kg, 20kg and 
25kg.  
 

The metric weight must be marked on the pack.  

ld by either gross or net weight in metric quantities. (For 

he maximum container weight is 5g, for more than 500g 

t).  

g at least 175g each can be sold by number. The pack 

number and a statement that each potato weighs at least 

Please turn over…

hone: 01623 452005 
x:  01623 452059 

ost: Trading Standards Service, County House, 
100 Chesterfield Road South, Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire NG19 7AQ 

ternet: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
Loose potatoes can be so

gross weight up to 500g t

it is 1% of the gross weigh

Baking potatoes weighin

must be labelled with the 

175g. 
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Apples Fennel  Oranges
Apricots Figs (fresh) Passion fruit 
Artichokes (globe) Garlic Pawpaw 
Aubergines Grapefruit  Peaches
Avocados   Guavas Pears
Bananas    Kiwi fruit Pineapple
Beetroot (inc. cooked) Kohlrabi Plums 
Cabbage Lemons  Pomegranates
Capsicum    Lettuce Pomelo
Cauliflower   Limes Pumpkins
Celery   Mangoes Radishes
Coconuts   Marrows Shaddock
Corn on the cob Melons Soft citrus fruit 
Cucumber   Nectarines Tomatoes
 Onions (not spring) Ugli 

Each pack must be marked with the number of items in it, unless there are 8 or less 

and they can easily be seen through the packaging.  

Price display example:   Pre-packed:  Apples - £1 per pack  
Loose:   Oranges - 25p each  

REMEMBER 

• Where weighing machines are used to sell produce by weight, the machine 

MUST either be crown stamped or bear some other approved mark in order to 

be legal for trade use. 

• All produce sold by weight must be sold in metric quantities. 

oft fruits and mushrooms 

hese products must be sold by weight, either net or gross weight.  

oft fruits are:  

Bilberries    Blackberries Blackcurrants Boysenberries Brambles

Cherries    Cranberries Gooseberries Loganberries Mulberries

Raspberries     Redcurrants Strawberries Tayberries Whitecurrants

ermitted container weights for products sold by gross weight: 

Gross Weight Max. container 
weight 

Examples 

Up to 250g 12% of the gross weight 200g – strawberries, max 
container weight 24g 

250g to 1kg 10% of the gross weight 1kg – apples, max container 
weight is 100g 

1kg to 3 kg 9% of the gross weight 1.5kg – oranges, max container 
weight 135g 

More than 3kg 6% of the gross weight 4kg – tomatoes, max container 
weight is 240g 

he weight must be clearly marked on the container or on an easily seen notice.  
• All prices must be clearly indicated. 

• If the fruit or vegetables are prepared in any way (e.g. frozen or diced, etc.) they 

must be sold by net weight. 

Food Labelling Regulations 1996 
All food must have its true name (e.g. tomatoes) clearly shown on a label attached 

to the food or on a notice close to the food which is clear and conspicuous to the 

lternatively you can place the container on a scale so that they must also be sold 

y weight - use one of the above methods.  

rice display example:   Pre-packed:  Strawberries - 250g for £1  
     Loose:   Raspberries - £2 per kg  

roduce sold by the bunch  

nly vegetables in the following list can be sold by the bunch.  
consumer.  The name used for melons and potatoes must include, or be 

accompanied by an indication of variety (e.g. Maris Piper potatoes). 

Food (control of irradiation) Regulations 1990 
If fruit or vegetables have been irradiated, this must be declared to the consumer 

using the word “irradiated” or “treated with ionising radiation”. 

Please turn over…

Asparagus   Garlic Radishes
Beetroots    Mint Salad Cress
Carrots Mustard & cress Turnips 
Chives   Onions Watercress
Endives  Parsley  

rice display example:    Asparagus - £2 per bunch 

roduce sold by number 
nly produce in the following list can be sold by number: 


