
Will of George Africanus, dated 14 February 1833
 
This is the last Will and Testament of me George Africanus of the 
Town of Nottingham Yeoman First I direct all my just debts to be paid.  
I Give the use and fair wear of all my Household Goods and Furniture 
unto my Wife Esther Africanus during her Life or Widowhood And 
after her death or second marriage Then I Give all my said 
Household Goods and Furniture unto my Trustees hereinafter named 
In trust for my only Daughter Hannah Cropper absolutely for her own 
use and benefit and to be disposed of as she shall think proper as 
though she were unmarried and which shall be free from the controul 
[sic] debts or interference of her Husband Samuel Cropper who I 
hereby will order and direct shall never enjoy or possess any of my 
property.  Provided that in case my said Daughter shall at any time 
hereafter cohabit again with her Husband the said Samuel Cropper 
then she shall forfeit all her right to my said Furniture and Effects 
hereinbefore given unto or in trust for her and the same shall become 
the property of William Mines, Senior, and William Mines, Junior of 
122 Tottenham Court Road London I Give and Devise All that my 
Messuage or Tenement situate in Chandlers Lane in the said Town of 
Nottingham now in my own occupation And also all those three other 
Messuages or Tenements adjoining to the North end of the said first 
mentioned Messuage and fronting into the Bluchers yard in or near 
Chandlers Lane aforesaid now in the several tenures or occupations 
of Samuel Evans Joseph Clever and Daniel1 Revill and which said 
three last mentioned Messuages or Tenements have been lately 
erected and built by me upon the site of two old Messuages or 
Tenements which were heretofore in the occupation of Ann Rose and 
Peter Conroy And also all that privy situate in the Blucher yard 
aforesaid now occupied with the said Messuages or Tenements 
above described And all other my Real Estate whatsoever and 
wheresoever Unto my Trustees John Stanley of the Town of 
Nottingham Ironmonger Joshua Elliott of the same place 
Frameworkknitter and James Bowler of the same place Hair Dresser 
their heirs and assigns Nevertheless upon the Trusts and to and for 
the several uses ends intents and purposes hereinafter mentioned 
limited and expressed that is to say Upon Trust that they the said 
Trustees or the survivor of them or the heirs or assigns of such 

                                      
1 ‘Daniel’ has been crossed out, and ‘Jonathan’ interlineated (written above the line in its place) 



survivor do and shall receive the rents and profits of my said 
Messuages or Tenements and premises during the Life time or 
Widowhood of my said Wife Esther Africanus and after deducting 
thereout the expences [sic] of keeping the said premises in good and 
Tenantable repair to pay the same unto my said Wife during her Life 
or Widowhood And after the decease or second Marriage of my said 
Wife Then In Trust to receive the rents and profits of the said 
premises and pay the same unto my said Daughter Hannah Cropper 
during her Life the same to be paid into her own hands to and for her 
own sole and separate use and benefit and free from the controul 
[sic] or interfereance [sic] of her present or any after taken Husband 
And from and after the decease of the Survivor of them my said Wife 
and Daughter Then Upon Trust that they my said Trustees or the 
survivor of them his heirs or assigns do and shall convey and assure 
the said Messuages or Tenements Buildings hereditaments and 
premises hereinbefore described To the Use of such person or 
persons and for such estate or estates and in such manner and form 
as my said Daughter Hannah Cropper notwithstanding her present or 
any future Coverture and whether she shall be covert or sole shall by 
any deed or deeds instrument or instruments in writing either with or 
without power of Revocation to be by her executed in the presence of 
and attested by two or more credible witnesses or by her last Will and 
Testament in writing to be by her executed in the presence of and 
attested2 by three or more Witnesses shall direct limit or appoint give 
devise or dispose of the same Provided always and I do hereby 
expressly order and direct (that notwithstanding any thing 
hereinbefore contained) my said Wife and Daughter during their joint 
Lives and the survivor during her Life shall out of the rents and profits 
of my said Messuages or Tenements and premises hereinbefore 
directed to be paid to them as aforesaid maintain and provide for my 
afflicted Grand Daughter Sarah Ann Cropper (the only child of my 
said Daughter Hannah Cropper) in a comfortable and proper manner 
and according to her situation in Life and afflicted State And also that 
whosoever shall become entitled to my said Messuages or 
Tenements and Real Estate hereinbefore described under the 
provisions herein contained he she or they shall take and hold the 
same subject to the like provisions and maintenance of my said 

                                      
2 The phrase ‘by two or more credible witnesses… the presence of and attested’ is interlineated 
above the line, and is initialled by the three witnesses: GE, WHW, JW 



Grand Daughter during her Life as aforesaid And I appoint my said 
Wife Esther Africanus sole Executrix of this my Will And I direct that 
my said Trustees shall not be answerable one for the other of them 
nor for any loss or deficiency which may happen to my Estate and 
property and that they and each of them shall out of the said Trust 
properly reimburse themselves all damages and expences [sic] which 
they may sustain or expend in the execution of the trusts of this my 
Will In Witness whereof I the said Testator George Africanus have to 
this my last Will and Testament set my hand and seal the fourteenth 
day of February in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
and thirty three 
 
Signed Sealed published and  
declared by the said Testator  
George Africanus as and for    Georg Africanus 
his last Will and Testament  
in the presence of us who in  
his presence at his request and  
in the presence of each other  
have hereunto subscribed our  
names as witnesses 
 Geo Eddowes 
 Wm Howard Wise 
 John Walker 
 
I do hereby certify that on the twenty first day of November in the year 
of our Lord 1834 Easther [sic] Africanus of the Town of Nottingham 
the Widow Relict the sole Executrix named in this the last Will and 
Testament of George Africanus late of the Town of Nottingham 
aforesaid in the Diocese of York Yeoman deceased was sworn well 
and truly to execute and perform the same.  And that the whole of the 
Goods Chattels and Credits of the said Deceased within the Diocese 
of York do not amount in value to the sum of Twenty Pounds 
 
Witness my hand, 
 
R W Almond, MA, 
Surrogate 
 
 



Oath under £20 Exchequer 
Died 19th May 1834- 
 
Pass[e]d 14th January 1835 20l


