                                                                                                                           APPENDIX 4

ADDENDUM: HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT POLICY STATEMENT – SEPTEMBER 2006 

The following addendum replaces or amends paragraph 2.2, 3.2, 4.1 and adds new paragraph 4.4(d)

Delete first paragraph in 2.2 and replace with:
2.2
Transport assistance for pupils attending a school on grounds of the parent’s religion or belief

Pupils attending their appropriate school on grounds of the parent’s           religion or belief may be provided with transport assistance if each of            the following apply

· A parent or pupil adheres to the religion or belief

· The transport application is counter-signed by the Headteacher confirming that the admission was on the grounds of religion or belief

· The pupil lives over the qualifying walking distance stated in 2.1

· The pupil lives within an area defined by a radius (measured from school to home in a straight line) of 20 miles for Primary pupils and 25 miles for Secondary pupils.

· The pupil can travel within the maximum travelling time criteria, using the available transport services of 45 minutes for Primary pupils and 75 minutes for Secondary pupils. Journey time is assessed by calculating the door-to-door time by use of public transport or the equivalent time it would have taken where no public transport exists and includes any journey time to a pick up point, waiting time for connections and walking time from set down point to school.

3.2
Replace “Denominational Schools” with “Schools attended on the grounds of Religion or Belief”.

4.1
Amend to read: A travel pass will be issued where pupils qualify for free travel in Sections 2 and 3.

4.4(d) 
Add: Travel Assistance and Grants for travel to schools on the grounds of religion or belief.

· Assistance with transport will be a travel pass for the nearest available school bus or local bus, tram or train service on payment of the appropriate contribution from parents.

· Travel passes will only be issued for the transport arrangements considered by the County Council to provide best value for money.

· The transport services provided operate from defined points or as a ‘main road’ type of service. Parents are responsible for making and paying for any transport arrangements to and from the nearest boarding point.

          Exemptions from charges:

· Pupils in receipt of free travel for the school year 2006/07 and until they leave statutory education or change school

· Pupils entitled to free school meals

· Pupils whose parents are entitled to their maximum level of Working Tax Credit

(documentary evidence will be required with the application)

· Where a family has 3 or more siblings attending schools on denominational grounds (up to age 16) only the two youngest children will be subject to a charge 
The above exemptions will be reviewed annually and before the start of         each school year.

Travel Grants are only available in very exceptional circumstances and will not be made where the County Council has transport facilities       available or additional costs would be incurred.

Grants are limited to a maximum of 20 miles per journey for Primary     pupils and 25 miles for Secondary pupils per day, less the parental        contribution (normal exemptions apply). A grant in lieu of a travel pass will only be given to one family member. The grant is based on the distance of two return trips, using the shortest vehicle route available, using the ‘public transport rate’ as the basis of calculation.
A grant in lieu is only available from the start of the school year in which the application is made and will not be backdated.
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