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1. Your school transport – your views

The County Council has a policy on home to school transport which sets out the circumstances under which it will provide free or subsidised transport to help young people get to school.  The current policy can be seen on the council’s website (www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk) or you can get a copy from the contact point given at section 8 of this document.


This document provides information about a consultation exercise concerning options to change the Council’s current policy for denominational transport from September 2007.  Your views will help us in shaping future policy.


We are seeking the views and opinions of parents, schools, governors, transport operators and anyone else who has an interest in how future denominational transport should be provided.


The consultation will last for six weeks.  Please return your response by 2 June 2006.

Full details of how to let us know your comments are set out at the end of this document.  If you need any further advice or information on this consultation process, please telephone us on: 0845 330 4256.


8.00 am to 8.00 pm Monday to Friday


8.00 am to 12 noon Saturday

2. Background
The main reason the Council provides school transport is to support school attendance.  However, apart from this, school transport can have an effect on achievement, standards, social behaviour and the environment.  The provision of transport to denominational schools is made at the Council’s discretion.  The Council’s current policy is that the full cost of home-to-school transport is provided for pupils attending denominational schools on denominational grounds and whose home is more than the statutory walking distance from the nearest appropriate denominational school.

During 2005, external consultants reviewed the Council’s provision of denominational transport.  The study identified that we spend approximately £1.2m a year transporting about 1900 young people who currently receive free transport to denominational schools.  This amounts to approximately 25% of the total home to school transport budget.  The review took place within the context that the cost of transport to denominational schools is significantly higher than that to other mainstream schools.  In addition transport costs are rising above the rate of inflation and in recent years a number of other Councils have either changed or are actively considering amending their policies.  The study identified a number of options for future denominational transport policy which are explained later in this document.  A copy of the consultant’s report can be seen on the County Council’s website – www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 

The earliest date any changes to policy could be implemented would be September 2007.  Only young people who start at a school transfer between schools or move into Nottinghamshire from the start of the 2007/08 school year would be affected by any policy change.
3.
Why changes to the denominational transport policy may be necessary 

The possibility of amending the current denominational transport policy was highlighted in consultation undertaken earlier this year regarding the Council’s budget for 2006/07 and future years.

· The Council has to make substantial budgetary savings over the next two years and it is reviewing all areas of discretionary service provision.  One of the areas identified for a possible reduction in expenditure, or increase in income, is denominational transport.

· Costs in the transport sector are currently increasing by more than 9% per year, significantly above the rate of inflation.  This makes it increasingly difficult to sustain the current level of discretionary provision against other competing services which we have a statutory duty to provide.  If the policy is changed any potential budgetary savings will be reallocated to other key priorities of the Council.

· The Council understands that parents may wish to send their children to faith schools and therefore we need to find a solution which is fair to all and is sustainable.

· The impact of transport as a barrier to parents, especially from low income groups, exercising their choice of school is currently being addressed in the Government’s Education and Inspections Bill 2006.  (The Bill can be viewed at www.dfes.gov.uk).  It is important that the Council’s future transport policy is consistent with any arrangements that might be implemented by the Government arising from the Bill.  This consultation exercise will take this into account.

4.
Possible options for policy change

This section explains how denominational transport could be provided in the future.  There are a number of possible options for change.
(a)
Do nothing – retain current policy and apply the eligibility criteria rigorously

The advantage of retaining current policy is that this avoids disruption in this area of provision.  There is however a need to ensure that the current eligibility criteria are rigorously applied.  In some cases admission to a denominational school is based on parental preference, rather than denominational grounds.  It is important to ensure that only those pupils who are admitted on denominational grounds benefit from the current policy.  This could be achieved by requiring proof of baptism and checking regular church attendance.  The main implications of such a change in policy are:-

· Ensuring that only eligible pupils receive assistance
· A possible reduction in pupils receiving assistance

· A possible reduction in expenditure.

(b)
Introducing a maximum travelling distance

Many councils currently impose a maximum distance for young people travelling to denominational schools.  The main reason for this is to deter unreasonably long journeys so that children get the maximum benefit from their education, for example they arrive at school bright and alert.  The main implications of this change are:-
· Reduced expenditure

· A reasonable limit would be 10 miles for Primary and 15 miles for Secondary aged pupils (i.e. a daily return journey of up to 30 miles for secondary pupils).

· The disadvantages of changing to this policy would be that it could significantly affect Roman Catholic Secondary Schools and increase administrative costs.

(c)
Charging for denominational transport

Several councils have introduced charges for denominational transport.  The introduction of charges has usually been met with resistance.  The income has however eased budget pressures and ensured the continued provision of bus services that otherwise would have been withdrawn.  The average cost of providing denominational transport in Nottinghamshire is £627 per year for each child.  The external consultants indicate that a reasonable charge may be between £200 and £300 per year per child with safeguards for families on low incomes.


The main advantages of this approach are:

· It would achieve financial savings
· The bus network would be maintained


The main risks for such a policy change are:

· There may be resistance to charging which may encourage more car use
· Increased traffic congestion on the school journey


(d)
Withdrawing transport on denominational grounds

The final option is to completely withdraw all the transport on denominational grounds whilst retaining our duty to consider special circumstances.


The main benefit of adopting such a policy is that it would create maximum cost reductions which could be reinvested in other services.  However, this option has several disadvantages.

· It would be very difficult for some pupils to be able to travel to school without the availability of the current buses.  This could result in additional pressure on places at other schools closer to where the pupils live.
· Potential significant increase in car usage for school journeys, resulting in increased congestion and pollution.

· Detrimental impact on the bus network.

5. What happens next?


The consultation exercise will continue until 2 June 2006.


We would like you to give us your views on the policy options discussed in Section 4 and any other comments which you may feel will be helpful when making a decision on the future provision of denominational transport.

You can give your views by completing the form attached to this document or by e-mailing a response to the address at the end of the document.


This document is available at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk.

Once the consultation period has ended, responses will be collated, summarised and considered by the full County Council on 20 July 2006.  At this meeting elected members will decide what, if any, changes should be made to the denominational school transport policy.

Consultees will receive feedback from the consultation exercise.  Should the Council decide to amend the current policy, it will be published in September 2006 and implemented from September 2007.

6. Who are we consulting

· Parents of all pupils attending Nottinghamshire Schools
· Parents of Nottinghamshire children attending out of county denominational schools.

· Chairs of Governors and Head Teachers of all Nottinghamshire schools and neighbouring denominational schools.

· The diocesan education authorities within Nottinghamshire 

· Neighbouring Local Authorities

· Confederation of Passenger Transport.

7. How to make your view known


If you wish to comment on the proposed policy options, you should complete the attached form and send it to Denominational Transport Consultation, Education Department, Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP.  Alternatively e-mail using the consultation document which can be found on the internet at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk. 

A version of the document is available in other languages.  The document is also available in Braille and large print.  Please call 0845 330 4256 for a copy.  Minicom service is available.

8.
Advice and further information

If you need any further advice or information, please contact us on telephone number 0845 330 4256.


8.00 am to 8.00 pm, Monday to Friday


8.00 am to 12 noon, Saturday

	Response to the consultation on the policy for the future provision of 
denominational school transport April – June 2006  



	Question:  What is your preferred option in SECTION 4?

Please circle:

a
b
c
d
I/We would like also to make the following comments on the consultation.

….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.


	Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Post code: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone number: …………………………………………………………………………………….

E-mail: …………………………………………………………………………………………………

I am:



A school representative ……………………………………………………………….  


A school governor ……………………………………………………………………..



A parent of a pupil currently receiving travel assistant to a denominational school



A parent of a pupil not receiving assistance …………………………………………



Other (please state) …………………………………………………………………….

The information we collect is only used to inform the analysis of responses to be included in the final report.  By providing your personal details we are able to assess the responses from various groups.  We will not pass your personal details/information to any other agency and your personal details will not be used in the final report.  This information will be used for statistical purposes only.  All data is confidential.  For further details regarding your privacy please see our Privacy Statement:

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/home/privacystatement.htm 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to this consultation exercise.




	RETURN THIS FORM TO:

Denominational Transport Consultation
Education Department

Nottinghamshire County Council

County Hall

West Bridgford

Nottingham NG2 7QP
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