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To:
Thinking Skills people
From:
Jason White
Date:
15.05.06
Re:
German Mystery: Wird Thorsten die Schule schwänzen?
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As this lesson was designed for an Ofsted inspection, I was concerned that I would be failed if there were no overtly subject-specific objectives by which I could measure progress!  Therefore, the focus was split between thinking skills and linguistic objectives:

· Develop group-work skills

· Work out the meaning of unknown language from context

· Practise justifying decisions

My starter activity involved cards 1 - 3: pupils were given 30 seconds per card to work out the meaning of the unknown word (sitzen bleiben, Nichtraucher, Einzelgänger) and explain how they worked it out.  Strategies from the pupils included “we knew it must be a noun, because it’s got a capital letter”, “we worked it out from the rest of the sentence” and “we put the word Einzelzimmer and Fußgängerzone together, then guessed”.

Pupils were then shown the OHT with the instructions.  Once this was clear, they were given cards 1 – 29, and told to come up with an answer to the question.

Shortly before the end of the allocated time, I stopped them all and apologised for “having just found cards 30 and 31”.  I distributed these quickly and gave them another couple of minutes to reach their decision.

After a brief tour of the groups to see whether the answer was “yes” or “no”, pupils were asked to fill in the first section of the feedback form.  This focused their attention on the most relevant cards and enabled them to justify their decision.  We then reconvened as a group and worked on linking the two sentences with weil, with correct word order.

Attention then shifted to the “how did you do it” questions.  With hindsight, I would probably want to make more of a feature of this and find links with other subjects and/or real life.

Ofsted was very complimentary.  His main criticism was that one group had worked too hard and finished the decision-making part early, with the result that they sat for two or three minutes with nothing to do.  “Perhaps you could have got them to translate the cards into English” he said.  A lesson in how to motivate pupils Ofsted-style?
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