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Community Safety Merger for South Notts

A new Community Safety Partnership has been formed combining the Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRP’s).  Senior Officers from the 3 councils got together recently with other partners to formally sign the agreement which will merge their work.  “The 3 authorities have been working together on an informal basis over the last 2 years to address crime and disorder in South Nottinghamshire”, said Ruth Hyde, Chief Executive of Broxtowe Borough Council. “This work has been extremely successful, not least in that it has helped reduce crime in the South Notts area by over 22.5% overall during the last 3 years, with many of these reductions coming to fruition more recently.  We want to continue to keep up the good work”.

The benefits of working together have already been evident so the formal merge to cement the relationships and ensure cooperation and continuity for the renamed South Nottinghamshire Community Safety Partnership (SNCSP) is a positive move forward.  Jointly the partnership aims to reducing crime still further, share best practice amongst all the agencies and make best use of limited resources available by reducing bureaucracy and streamlining operations.  A formal application to merge, signed by all key partners in what will be the new SNCSP, has been submitted to the Home Office.  As well as representatives from the 3 councils, there were representatives from the Fire Service, the Police and the Drug and Alcohol Team at the signing.  The SNCSP aims to make sure that people living, visiting and working in the area feel safe and confident in their daily lives, and is a multi-agency partnership which brings together all the relevant agencies to tackle a range of issues including: 
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• Reducing crime, the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour

• Reducing the harm of illegal drugs and alcohol

• Strengthening communities.

For more information about the SNCSP contact 0115 917 3483

Nottinghamshire Police Authority – Your View Counts

Nottinghamshire Police Authority and Force have recently made use of the County Council’s Citizens’ Panel to obtain community views to support our joint vision ‘Policing For You’.  This states the Authority and Force aim ‘to protect and reassure through a visible and accessible service that is flexible and responsive to community and individual needs’. 

Similarly, a strategic aim contained the 2008-13 Policing Plan specifically identifies partnership working as fundamental to the delivery of the vision.  Therefore, whenever possible the Authority and Force work with partners when seeking the views of Nottinghamshire residents. 

Within a recent survey called ‘Community Life in Nottinghamshire’ which involved Borough and District Councils and Nottingham City Council, there were a number of questions based on public confidence in local services and the Police. The results are currently being analysed for use by the Authority, Force and partners. The Authority is currently undertaking a number of engagement events at supermarkets across the county to discuss policing priorities and public confidence in the Police and will shortly begin consultation regarding the level of police precept for 2009/10. 

During 2009 the Authority intends to develop its role at ‘Weeks of Action’ across the county in order to maximise engagement opportunities. 

With regard to publications, currently Police Authorities have a statutory responsibility annually to produce a policing summary.  This includes a short questionnaire on public confidence and policing priorities.  This has to be distributed to every household in their county and delivery this year will be taking place during the next few weeks. 

Colin.Handley@Nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk

Major Road Improvement Schemes
Here is information about 2 major road improvement schemes:

A46 Saxondale roundabout to Newark Route Safety Scheme - situated on a 17 km stretch of the A46 between Saxondale roundabout at Bingham and Newark. The works, which has already started, includes permanent traffic sign and road marking improvements are due to be completed by 2 February 2009.  Night time works - The A46 will remain open with up to two sets of traffic signals from 20:00 hrs to 06:00 hrs the following morning Monday to Friday’s.  There will be a break in traffic management for Christmas/New Year, dates to be confirmed later.  Abnormal loads will be diverted via the A52/A1.  There is no breakdown recovery service.

A1 Tuxford Southbound Resurfacing - A1 Southbound Carriageway, Tuxford, Nottinghamshire which has already started until 15 March 2009.   Night time  works 20:00-06:00hrs lane 2 closures prior to Christmas. Contraflow 24hrs/7 days a week from 5 January 2009 until end of scheme.

Bassetlaw CVS training events

Bassetlaw CVS has numerous training events and courses of interest to the community.  For more information and how to book go to: www.bcvs.org.uk/events
P3 Training - Dates for your diary

During the last week of February the Wayfinder team will be running a series of half day training events for Parish Clerks and Parish Path Wardens. 

Midweek - in both the north and south of the county a morning session will be held, focusing on P3 admin/ paperwork followed by an afternoon session on P3 surveying techniques. The P3 survey training will also be delivered at a central location on a weekend date. 

Look out for full details in the February edition of Countylink or contact Charlotte Jolly for further information. Tel 0115 977 4719 or email charlotte.jolly@nottscc.gov.uk
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Walk & Talk offers regular short walks in Broxtowe Borough. They give you the chance to improve your health, make new friends and get to know the local environment.

Walk & Talk is a partnership of local organisations and individuals who aim to promote walking for health and enjoyment. For further information about Walk & Talk or for a copy of the programme please contact Liz Pierce on 0115 875 2098.

Have you got your Energy Right?  

Age concern:

· offer a Free Home Energy Check to households aged 50 and over

· offer free energy saving light bulbs and address book per visit

· advise about heating improvements and repairs if you receive a priority benefit. (They also check benefit entitlement)

· can refer directly on for insulation, draught-proofing and for Priority Services Registers.  

For more information about this service, or to book your Free Home Energy Check, please contact Age Concern’s EnergyRight Service on 0115 841 4489 (direct) or contact Age Concern 0115 844 0011 (switchboard).  Partnership project funded by Eon.

Active Friends get a boost!

Two Bassetlaw based Activity Friends groups initiated and encouraged by Rural Bassetlaw Befriending each recently received a welcome donation of £200 from Notts County Councillor Kenneth Bullivant.  The donations will go some way towards helping the groups with costs covering the ongoing hall hire and tutor fees.

Activity Friends is a volunteer programme for the over 50’s designed to help people achieve a healthier lifestyle through increasing physical activity and befriending to alleviate social isolation. Volunteers are trained as ‘Activity Friends’ who then reach out to their peers in their local community.  Support and encouragement is given on a one-to-one or a group level thereby promoting social and mental wellbeing and quality of life.

Barnby Moor Line Dancing Group 
This group, which started in February 2008, meets weekly, early on a Wednesday afternoon, in the Barnby Moor Village Hall.  The group consists of an average of 10-14 participants who enjoy an activity in which anyone can participate.  Line dancing is done singly, so those without partners are not discouraged, and apart from comfy shoes and loose clothing, anything goes.  

The qualified tutor takes the group through a range of steps suitable for all ages and abilities.  You do not need to be overly fit or light on your feet.  All members of the group have enjoyed a range of physical benefits, from better co-ordination to sleeping more soundly, but mostly say that it’s just great fun, they always have a good laugh together and have met new friends.  

ACRE website

A new Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) website was launched in November at the Sustainable Communities 2008: A Shared Strategy for the Future Summit.  Sylvia Brown, Chief Executive of ACRE launched the site during her standing room only seminar session to a mixed group of interested parties. The site, which is a one-stop shop resource of community led planning advice, was well received by attendees and has already stimulated much debate.  

The online comprehensive guide to Community Led Planning has been designed using the decades of experience available from those who have supported Community Led Planning, implemented it, or been through the process.  

The site includes information on how Community Led Planning can enable people to decide their own future, how local government can benefit and how the goal of community empowerment can become a reality.  www.communityledplanning.com has been created by ACRE drawing on the experience of the Rural Community Action Network practitioners.  

If you are exploring Community Led Planning from the perspective of a community, a local authority or as a practitioner you will find www.communityledplanning.com a valuable resource at your fingertips.  The site will be continually developing so make sure that you visit it regularly to stay ahead in the community led planning field.

Stop The Drop: Parish Council Toolkit 

Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) has produced a brand new toolkit. They hope it will help parish councils in the fight against litter and fly-tipping. The Stop the Drop: Parish Council Toolkit shows how to make a difference to litter and fly-tipping.  The toolkit includes information about how to use your parish council powers to issue fixed penalty notices, provide bins, and put up signs to inform the public of litter laws and punishments.  There are also tips on writing newsletters, banishing plastic bags and organising a Big Tidy Up, as well as some useful case studies from successful parish councils.

Go to: www.cpre.org.uk/library/results/litter-and-fly-tipping and click on the link to the 32 page pdf.

Calor Village of the Year 2008/2009

Edwinstowe has been nominated by Nottinghamshire as their representative in the Calor Village of the Year Competition.  There is a considerable amount of work involved and a working group has been chosen including representatives from local residents, local businesses, Parish, District and County Councils.  The first stage involves writing a report consisting of four categories; Community, Business, Sustainability and communications. 

Regional judging will take place between Monday 23 March and Friday 3 April 2009 when the judges will visit Edwinstowe.  The final round will take place between Monday 6 July and Friday 17 July 2009.  The results will be announced at the 2008/2009 Calor Village of the Year Awards in December 2009.  We will keep you informed …

The Nottinghamshire partnership will announce it will be leading the countywide village/ neighbourhood of the year competition in 2009 with a press launch in January.  Further details and how to enter will be published in the February edition of Countylink and on the Nottinghamshire partnership website.

New Websites

A new website has been developed for Costock and can be found at www.costockvillage.com
Welcome to the new website for Edwinstowe Village, which is currently in the process of being updating to make it a better source of information for residents, visitors and local businesses.  There is also a directory of all local businesses and organisations.  Please contact Edwinstowe if you would like to be listed.  If you have any comments or ideas, please e-mail the Parish Council on edwinstowe.pc@btconnect.com
Act On CO2  Event   

The Act On CO2 event held on 2 October 2008 was very positive and well received by the parish councillors who attended.  All partners are very keen that the event be one of many future events to take place around the same theme.  Therefore a follow up meeting is scheduled for 24 February 2009 for discussion about future actions.

How are your minutes?

Beware how you write your minutes as the following was picked on by Radio 4 New Quiz recently:

The missile launcher parked at a property on Kirklington Road has caused comments from a number of parishioners about unauthorised access of a vehicle to a property and causing damage to the road surface.  Clerk to contact Highways Dept

Ruddington Pavilion

Ruddington’s latest facility the Jubilee Clubhouse on Loughborough Road Playing Fields has been officially opened.  The parish council’s new building will promote youth sport in the village and sits alongside the council’s existing adult facilities on the adjacent Elms Park and Carter Recreation Ground. 

The project came to fruition through the hard work of the Ruddington Village Colts Football Club, who began fundraising many years ago.  Through the fundraising partnership between the Football Club, the Jubilee Clubhouse Project Charity and the council, more than £500,000 has been raised to turn a dream into a reality.  It has been achieved through a variety of fundraising methods, from small events to applying for large awards from national bodies. The principal funding source was that of the Football Foundation, who have provided in excess of £370,000. The Football Foundation is the UK’s largest sports charity.  In addition, sizeable awards of £25,000 each were received from WREN and Biffa from their Community Fund, along with considerable donations received from local groups, councils, charities and individuals.

The building and the adjoining playing field will become the home of the Ruddington Village Colts football teams, who will be the principal users of the facility.  In addition, as the building has a large social area, it will be available for hire for a variety of community activities and meetings. 

Tollerton Pinfold

Tollerton Parish Council is seeking funding from Rushcliffe Borough Council to replace the village pinfold which was demolished more than 40 years ago as part of widening of Tollerton Lane.  If money is obtained from the Small Environment Improvement Scheme the council will construct the pinfold on the west side of the lane opposite Chestnut Farm.  A pinfold was used in olden days as a place where stray cattle were kept on a temporary basis.

Bingham Old Tools

The Bingham and District Rotary Club is on the lookout for old tools to help communities in Africa.  Rotarian Roger Miller said the club was supporting a national campaign ‘Tools for Self Reliance’ which was being directed at helping people in poor countries of the world, particularly Africa.  He said the club was in need of hand tools like saws, hammers, chisels and drills, along with metal working tools that will help people help themselves.

“The condition is not too important because we can get them renovated locally on a voluntary basis,” he added.

Cantamus appeal

The Rotary Club of Keyworth and Ruddington are looking for sponsors for a concert they are backing which takes place at the Albert Hall in Nottingham next year.  The internationally acclaimed and world championship choir Cantamus will be appearing in the concert with the proceeds going towards the Rainbows Children’s Hospice.

Graham Wallis, the Club president, says they are looking for sponsors to help them raise money for the New Appeal for Rainbows for the 16-24 years old unit.  Mr Wallis can be contacted on 0115 937 5712 for more information.

Gotham Church

Efforts are being made to meet the cost of improved facilities at St Lawrence Parish Church in Gotham.

An architect has drawn up plans for the construction of a balcony, toilets and new seats following removal of the pews.

Pledges and gifts have been made for nearly £72,000 and grants are being sought for around £40,000.  Another £70,000 has to be found and fund-raising is being organised. It is hoped that more pledges will be obtained.

Best Kept Village competition

Villagers in Bunny have given their support to a proposal to enter next year’s Nottinghamshire Best Kept Village competition.  The move stems from Main Street resident Mr Pete Pearson who says there has been interest from many individuals as well as various groups including the Gardeners Association, Baby and Toddler, Lunch Bunch, Allotment Association, Women’s Institute and History Group.

He said one idea was for residents to ‘adopt’ the footway or verge in front of their property or even ‘adopt’ a nearby telephone box, bus shelter, seat or notice board and keep them clean and tidy.

“All we need is a bit of goodwill, some forward planning and offers both to keep public areas up to scratch and to give a helping hand to those who would like some support,” he added.

New Bassetlaw Over 50s Forum (BOFF) Launched

On 6 November 2008 a new people’s forum, specifically representing those aged 50 and over, who either live or work within Bassetlaw held its inaugural launch meeting at Retford Town Hall.  The launch was well attended, and new members registered.

The purpose of the group is to gather collective viewpoints and present a united voice to actively promote the interests of older people in the district, and provide information on how to access a wide range of suitable services, community events and leisure facilities.

The forum is being organized by a committee of very enthusiastic volunteers, supported and encouraged by representatives from the District Council, Rural Bassetlaw Befriending Service, Help the Aged, Retford Action Centre, the Bassetlaw Community and Voluntary Service, and Bassetlaw Elderly Action Network.

The next BOFF meeting will be held at Retford Town Hall, on 8 January 2009 at 1.30 pm and anyone interested in learning about the forum or taking part would be most welcome.  It is intended that future meetings will alternate with Worksop based venues and others areas across Bassetlaw.

For more details or information contact Isabella Bicker on 01909 489377.

It’s in the Bag

Broxtowe Borough Council’s kerbside glass collections has started again this month using specially designed weighted bags.  This new improved service will also enable householders to recycle their glass all year round.  The bags, which can be used to store glass bottles and jars, are then put out on a monthly collection on the relevant day.  All kinds of glass bottles and jars are acceptable and there is no need to separate the colours. 

The collected glass will be taken to the Council’s Works Depot at Kimberley, where it is bulked before being collected by the glass processor.  The glass will then be recycled into more bottles and jars or used as an aggregate for road building.

This additional service makes recycling glass even easier and it is hoped that it will push Broxtowe Borough Council further towards achieving its ambitious recycling target of 50% by 2012.

Mansfield is working!

Nottinghamshire County Council’s waste contractor, Veolia Environmental Services, has teamed up with Mansfield’s WorkDirections to help get local people, who have become long-term unemployed due to health conditions, back into work.  Veolia ES hope to recruit 35 new employees to help run their new £14 million Materials Recovery Facility at Crown Farm Way, Mansfield.

Simon Bussell, Managing Director said; ‘We are committed to delivering opportunities for residents in every community in which we operate.  This is a great example of how long term Private Finance Initiatives can enable us to invest in the local community. Those who we employ will be working for a company that is committed to their development and delivering a cleaner and more sustainable Nottinghamshire.

This commitment led Mansfield-based WorkDirections to sign Veolia ES up to a nationwide government initiative called LEPs (Local Employment Partnerships), which link local unemployed people with local employers looking for staff.  WorkDirections and Jobcentre Plus are working together to promote this initiative to community-focused employers like Veolia ES.

Lucy Shaw, Manager of WorkDirections’ Mansfield office, says ‘Developing links between local businesses who need suitable staff, such as the growing recycling and care sectors, and local people looking for work, is extremely important for the community and can save businesses a lot of time and money.’  

Local people on health benefits who would like to find work can contact WorkDirections on 01623 404 206 and local companies can contact Jobcentre Plus for more information on this new opportunity.

Broxtowe Borough Cleans Up

Two projects to tackle graffiti in the Borough of Broxtowe are celebrating success; at the same time the reports of graffiti across the borough have dropped significantly.  A scheme at Long Lane Recreation Ground has now been completed and turned this eyesore back into a welcoming facility for community use.  At the same time the successful Graffiti Project, a partnership between Broxtowe Borough Council and the County’s Youth Offending Team is celebrating its third birthday.

The scheme puts young offenders to work in the community cleaning graffiti from public property and street furniture in addition to fulfilling their obligations to the courts. This enables the young offenders to give something back to the local community.

At Long Lane, Broxtowe Borough Council employees worked together with various contractors to remove the graffiti.  To complete the transformation a wooden water storage box on top of the building was repainted by the Leisure employees themselves. The building is now monitored regularly, and when a small amount of graffiti was noticed it was promptly removed, keeping the building graffiti free for more than four months now.

In the last 3 years the Graffiti Project has tackled 190 instances of graffiti across the Borough helping save a considerable amount of money by not using contractors.  The Project is planning a new campaign in year 4 to tackle graffiti before it occurs by engaging young people in preventative projects. By encouraging young people to connect with their local community and the environment they live in it is hoped that there will be even fewer instances of graffiti in the future.

'Graffiti' refers to any drawings, scribbles, messages or tags that are painted, written or carved on walls and other services. Graffiti is vandalism and it's become a really expensive problem. Removing graffiti costs the UK over £1 billion a year. Steps are being taken to monitor graffiti levels and if the offenders are caught in action the Council will pursue a prosecution.

For further information about graffiti removal contact Broxtowe Borough Council on 0115 917 7777 or visit the website at www.broxtowe.gov.uk and report an incident online on Local View.

Tree Planting to Offset Carbon Emissions

Funding towards planting 100,000 trees in Broxtowe Borough over the next 5 years has come through an innovative new scheme with partners Robert Prettie & Company who have agreed to donate £500, the equivalent of £20 per tonne of CO2 produced, towards tree planting.  This means 250 young trees will be planted in the Borough during the winter of 2008.

The donations offset the cost of servicing the central heating replacement programme to council houses from April to October 2008.  During this year it is estimated Robert Prettie’s company vehicles will generate approximately 25 tonnes of CO2 when travelling between properties.

Broxtowe Borough Council is taking a progressive and leading role in encouraging its business partners to offset their carbon emissions.  Other contractors are keen to help support these new initiatives and Worcester Bosch, a supplier of the new boilers, has agreed to plant a tree for every energy efficient boiler fitted.  This scheme is in partnership with the Woodland Trust and using the new energy efficient boilers further helps to reduce the carbon emissions. The new trees are capable of converting CO2 into oxygen and this is seen as a positive for both borough residents, the companies involved, and most importantly, the environment.  The first tree funded by the carbon emissions scheme was planted by the Mayor of Broxtowe, Councillor Sue Wildey, during National Tree.  For further information please contact Tim Crawford, 0115 917 3643, or David Wadsley, 0115 917 3659.

The Perfect 10

The very popular Rushcliffe 10 k race is back next year at Rushcliffe Country Park, Ruddington on Sunday 8 March 2009. The race starts at 10.30 am.  A 2k fun run will also be held on the day, starting at 10.45 am and is open to all. The 10k is suitable for runners aged 15 and over.  The course involves 2 circuits of the country park and is off-road (traffic free).  There are mementos for everyone taking part and prizes for the winners in various categories.

Cerebral Palsy Sport is the official charity of the Rushcliffe 10k.  The charity helps children and adults with physical disabilities improve their physical and mental well being through participation in sport.  If you would like to help raise vital funds, please request a sponsor form with your registration pack.

Anyone wanting to take part is encouraged to register early to ensure a place in the line-up. It represents a fantastic opportunity to get active and take part in a very well-organised event.

Entry forms are available by calling 0115 9148 553 or can be downloaded from www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/10k 
Housing sites study results launched

Local councils in Greater Nottingham have completed the first stage of a study to assess sites which may be suitable for housing in the future and have put their results on a web site.  The study, called a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) has assessed over 2000 sites in the Greater Nottingham area.  Councils have researched all potential sites, some of which were put forward by landowners, builders and developers. All the sites have now been assessed to determine if housing may be built on them and if so when this could happen.

The Councils are now inviting organisations such as the Environment Agency, local developers groups, and Severn Trent Water to check the results and come forward with any relevant information that may increase their knowledge about the potential housing sites. The public and local landowners may also contact the Councils with information they have.

Many sites may be unsuitable due to factors such as flooding or a protected nature reserve, others because of a planning policy that at present would prevent development. Other sites already have planning permission or could become suitable housing sites, for example, should a factory close.

A complete list of the sites is available on Nottinghamshire County Council’s web site at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/shlaadb  giving access to details and maps of the sites.  A map showing the SHLAA sites, along with details for each site, can also be found at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/nomad. Anyone with factual information to offer will be able to respond on-line or they can send a written response via letter or email to the relevant council.

The government requires local councils in the Greater Nottingham area to identify areas where new housing could be built over the next 15 years. Councils in the next few years must identify land to build approximately 60,000 new homes up to 2026. The SHLAA is one part of an evidence base that Local Authorities need to prepare their Local Development Frameworks (LDFs).

The final SHLAA is due to be completed early next year, and will be updated every year. The Councils will use the information to inform the preparation of their Local Development Frameworks across Greater Nottingham which will be subject to full public consultation next year. The evidence will also help inform which sites should be developed in the future – and those which should be protected from development.

For further information contact: Rushcliffe Borough Council: Phillip Marshall
Email: localdevelopment@rushcliffe.gov.uk
Address: Phillip Marshall, Planning Policy, Rushcliffe Borough Council, Civic Centre, Pavilion Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5FE Tel: 0115 914 8568

Specialist advice scheme to help stop home repossessions

Anyone facing the prospect of losing their home due to financial difficulty can now get specialist advice before they go into court.

The scheme is being run by Newark and Sherwood District Council, Framework and the Citizens Advice Bureau and is based at Newark County Court on Magnus Street, Newark. It is being funded with £10,000 from the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG).

Free help and advice is available to anyone who is having to go to court for a ‘possession hearing’ – a court case brought when a homeowner or tenant is behind with mortgage or rent payments.  Specialist advisers will be available in the court ready to speak to anyone before their hearing.  As well as offering advice on the case, advisers can also provide representation in court.

The service can help private, council or housing association tenants with a mortgage or secured loan. The service is free and support around other tenancy related issues is available if required.

Newark and Sherwood District Council’s cabinet member for health and homes, Councillor David Payne, said: “The ‘credit crunch’ is starting to hit and for many people the possibility of losing a home is becoming a reality.  By working in partnership with Framework and the CAB, the council is trying to give local people the chance to get good advice on how they can keep their home and stay on their feet.  The most important thing about this scheme is that people should use it because it can make a difference. A possession hearing doesn’t have to be the last straw.”

Helen Sutton, debt supervisor at CAB said: “We are continuing to see large numbers of clients with debt issues in the Bureau. Debt now represents 35% of all issues that client’s present. We have also seen from January to June 2008 a 32% increase in the number of mortgage possession hearings, and a 150% increase in rent possession hearings at the County Court from the same period last year.  The court desk gives clients the opportunity to seek advice about their options and maybe the loss of their property.  CAB and Framework already enjoy a close working relationship and this is carried forward to the court desk to the benefit of the people of Newark and the surrounding district.”

Anyone wanting to speak to an adviser should arrive at least 45 minutes before the court hearing and bring any relevant documents, including court papers, tenancy agreement, proof of payments and income or benefit details.

For more information contact the district council’s housing options team, Framework or the Citizens Advice Bureau. Alternatively, text COURT HELP to 07530 703495 someone will call back.

Newark and Sherwood District Council Housing Options 01636 655546

Framework 01636 640660

Citizens Advice Bureau 01636 704308

Community Champions Awards

A new Community Champion Awards Scheme is being launched in 2008 to recognise and celebrate the outstanding achievements and spirit of those who work so tirelessly to improve their local community in Broxtowe Borough. Nominations are being sought from the community for people who have volunteered or carried out work above and beyond their normal paid work.

Over the coming weeks Broxtowe Borough Council is looking forward to hear the stories of those people living in the borough who have carried out good works, battled diversity or who worked selflessly to make their community a better, safer and more pleasant place to live. The awards are aimed at finding these remarkable and inspirational real-life heroes who deserve recognition for their outstanding efforts.  There are 7 award categories including:

· The safe borough - for those who work to reduce crime and make our borough a safer place to live.

· A growing borough - for those who have helped businesses improve.

· A healthy borough - for those who have helped put better health services or facilities into their community or help people lead a healthier lifestyle.

· A clean and green borough - for those who have worked to make the borough cleaner or greener or helped people to become more environmentally friendly.

· Children and young people - for those who have worked to give children and young people a voice or helped them to show what they can do.

· A happy borough - for those who have helped to make their community a better place to live and help everyone get on and work together.

· Officer award - for an officer from any organisation who has shown outstanding dedication or made an exceptional contribution to the Borough.

“The reasons to nominate someone are endless but might for example include looking after a neighbour, ensuring that the local area is kept free of litter and rubbish, helping young people or local businesses to improve. The nominee could be a local resident or

volunteer,” said Councillor Ken Rigby, Cabinet member for Planning and Community Development at Broxtowe Borough Council. “I do hope we receive lots of nominations so that we can pay tribute to this otherwise unknown group of people.”

The deadline for nominations is 1 January 2009 and the award will be presented at a special evening event in March 2009. Awards can be given to individuals or groups.  A nomination form can be downloaded on the website at www.broxtowe.gov.uk or contact 0115 917 3492 for further information.

Helping local traders beat the credit crunch

Many local traders are feeling the effects of the credit crunch with consumers tightening their belts and cutting back on non essential home improvements. But the County and City Councils’ Trading Standards teams are keen to help good and honest traders through these difficult times by giving them the opportunity to shine above the rest.

Buy With Confidence is an approved trader list which includes builders, plumbers, gardeners and a whole host of other businesses. All the companies have been vetted by trading standards officers to ensure they are solvent, adequately insured and don’t have a history of ripping people off. Previous customers are also contacted to make sure they were satisfied with the work that was carried out.

Pauline Hutchinson, from Nottinghamshire County Council’s Trading Standards team, said: “By signing up to our scheme, local traders are more likely to attract new customers because they will know they are honest and reliable”.  Many people are trying to tighten their belts at the moment and may think they are getting a bargain when a trader turns up at their door with a ‘good deal’. But we spend much of our time dealing with rogue traders who simply don’t deliver the service that they promise unsuspecting consumers – often leaving them out of pocket. If consumers use the Buy With Confidence scheme it is a win-win situation as they will get a good job done for a fair price and will be helping the good honest traders to stay afloat in these difficult times.”

If you are a trustworthy trader, please get in touch to find out how to join the scheme.  Or if you are a satisfied customer, why not tell your trader about Buy With Confidence?

The Buy With Confidence scheme is free to use. Simply type in your postcode and the type of trader you want and it will give you a list. 

Visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or phone Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06.

Buy with Confidence - update

The Buy With Confidence scheme now has 161 traders on the scheme.  We are still looking for traders from across the services, if anyone would like to join either call the office on 01623 452 005 or have a look on the website www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk
The week starting Monday 17 November was National Consumer Week, which is organised by the Trading Standards Institute and local authority Trading Standards teams.  The theme this year was “Be a Savvy Shopper this Christmas” and tips from Consumer Direct included:

· Shop around for the best price before you buy.

· Remember you have no right to return clothing or shoes just because they don’t fit or they are the wrong colour.  Ask the shop about their returns policy before you buy something as they may allow an exchange or refund, but they don’t have to.

· Faulty goods - depending upon when you bought the faulty goods, you may have the right under the Sale of Goods Act 1979 to a refund, repair or replacement.  Call Consumer Direct for further advice.

· When buying goods online make sure you check the expected delivery dates.  Distance selling regulation mean online traders have 30 days to supply your goods from the day after you place your order - unless you have paid extra for next day delivery.

· Food - Always check the Best Before date or the Use By date before you buy food.

For further consumer advice please visit www.consumerdirect.gov.uk or call Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06.

This year, Trading Standards has recorded an interview for the Mansfield and Ashfield Echo to raise awareness of consumer rights and tips for buying Christmas presents.  The team also joined up with Consumer Direct to give consumer information to members of the public shopping in the Idlewells Centre on Friday 21 November.  Several community groups have been visited during the past few months, including the Macular Society, to talk about the work of trading standards and consumer rights.  Talks have also been given to the Federation of Small Businesses and the Federation of Master Builders.

Consumer Protection New Regulations

You may already be aware of new legislation designed to give added protection to consumers who engage in contracts at home and which came into force 1 October 2008. The following is a brief guide of the protection given by this legislation.  For authoritative advice however the legislation itself must be consulted in its entirety.

Cancellation of Contracts made in a consumer's home or place of work etc Regulations 2008.  Under these Regulations, if you buy goods or services costing more than £35 from a trader who calls to your home or workplace then you generally have seven days to change your mind and cancel the contract.  This applies to both invited and uninvited traders.  In such circumstances, the seller must give you written details of your cancellation rights along with a cancellation form.  The rules will apply whenever a contract is finalised in the home and will cover businesses such as:

· home improvement 

· repair and maintenance services 

· energy efficiency products or installations 

· consumer goods and homeware 

· as well as the more traditional sales of goods and services through door-to-door methods - often referred to as ‘doorstep selling’. 

Under the new regulations, the consumer must be provided amongst other things with all of the following terms and conditions:

· a minimum cooling-off period of 7 calendar days starting with the date the consumer is given a notice of the right to cancel  

· the right within the cooling-off period to cancel a contract which has total payment value of more than £35 

· cancellation rights must be clearly displayed in any written contract, or displayed in writing if there is no written contract

· include a cancellation form in the traders contract documents.

Failure to do so is a criminal offence and the contract cannot be enforced against the consumer, (although there are some exceptions). 

More information on the new rules is available to consumers and business:

Doorstep Selling - Guidance for Business (BERR - Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform) www.berr.gov.uk Consumer Direct 08454 04 05 06 www.consumerdirect.gov.uk

Admission Appeals
Have you ever thought of serving on School Admission Appeals Panels?  The County Council is looking for volunteers to sit on these panels, which consider appeals about children who have been refused a place at the school they would like to go to, or who have been excluded from school.

You would be one of 3 or 5 members sitting on a panel, advised by a clerk.  Meetings are mainly held during the day, at locations around the county.  The panels hear admission appeals for community and voluntary controlled schools, and exclusion appeals for community, special, voluntary controlled, voluntary aided and foundation schools.  You would not be able to hear appeals relating to a school you have any connection with.  Panels operate within a legal framework, and we will give training on how they work.

If the idea interests you, please contact us for an information pack.  

Tel 0115 977 3825, fax 0115 977 3813 email: education.appeals@nottscc.gov.uk, or write to Education Appeals, Chief Executive’s Department, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP   Closing date: 23 January 2009.

Working with fathers 

Fathers in Nottinghamshire can expect more father-inclusive services in their community thanks to the Early Years Working with Fathers Networking group, led by Nottinghamshire’s Children and Young People’s Partnership.

Set up in recognition that involving fathers is key to the core offering of Sure Start Children’s Centres, the Early Years Working with Fathers Networking group gives opportunity for practitioners to share ideas and best practice around working with fathers.  Partners include Nottinghamshire County Council, Health, Job Centre Plus, Coalfield Regeneration (Gedling), Connexions and Home-Start.

The group recently met to drive forward the development of a model for working with fathers that can be used county wide and relevant for all fathers of children aged 0-19. 

Links have also been established with the Fatherhood Institute, a national charity leading the development of policy and practice at a national and local level for working with fathers. Their baseline assessment tool will frame the work developing through children’s centres across the county to make sure services are father-inclusive.

Nottinghamshire Archives Catalogues Available World Wide!

Have you ever wondered what is held at Nottinghamshire Archives, but always been too busy to pay a personal visit? Well now you can find out on your own home computer!  At Newark Library County Councillor Steve Carroll, Nottinghamshire County Council Cabinet Member for Culture and Regeneration officially launched Nottinghamshire Archives World-wide Catalogue (NAWCAT) on the internet.

The catalogue contains details of over 27,000 documents held at the Archives including parish records, family and estate archives, school records, ale house licences and business records and can be accessed via the archives web site http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/archives.  It can also be accessed directly using the address: http://nawcat.nottinghamshire.gov.uk
The launch marks the fruition of several years’ work by staff at Nottinghamshire Archives customising the software and editing the digital data which already exists for the previous 10 years’ cataloguing. But there is much more to be entered; the catalogues of newly deposited records will be added on an ongoing basis while consideration is given to digitising the previous 40 years worth of paper catalogues and adding that to the database over the next few years.

Anyone with questions about the catalogue, the holdings of the Archives generally or who may wish to contact us to discuss depositing their records can contact us by e-mail at: archives@nottinghamshire.gov.uk by tel 0115 950 4524 or by post at Nottinghamshire Archives, County House, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham NG2 1AG

If you do not have internet access at home, remember that free internet access is available at the Archives and in all local libraries.

Tree Planting Grant
The Greenwood Community Tree Planting Grant is now open for applications to allow schools and community groups to plant the best trees to attract wildlife into school grounds and green spaces in the Greenwood area.

The grant scheme has now been in operation for over 7 years, and has helped over 100 schools and community groups to plant thousands of trees.

The scheme is designed to be flexible and offers up to £250 to cover the cost of buying trees, shelters, tree stakes and ties and for publicising an event.  To be eligible, your scheme must:
Plant native tree or shrub species - advice is available on suitable choices

Involve the school and/or local community

Be situated within Ashfield, Broxtowe, Gedling, Mansfield or Newark and Sherwood.

Be located on school grounds or publicly accessible land.

Application forms for the 2008/09 planting season November to March are available from the Greenwood Community Forest Team by contacting 01623 827322 or email greenwood@nottscc.gov.uk
There is no deadline for applications, however, funding is limited and early applications are encouraged.

Plant an Oak Tree when you recycle your Christmas Tree

Nottinghamshire County Council will plant an oak tree in Sherwood Forest in your name when you recycle your Christmas tree.

Recycle your Christmas tree at your local Household Waste Recycling Centre and collect an Acorn Voucher. This voucher entitles you to dedicate a newly grown oak tree to someone or something special in a commemorative book that will be kept at the Sherwood Forest visitors’ centre.

You will also receive a specially designed commemorative coin and scroll to remind you of the part you played in this legacy for future generations to enjoy.  The saplings being planted come from acorns dropped by the Major Oak and have been grown at Nottinghamshire County Council’s Sherwood Pines Nursery.

More information about recycling at:

http://www.recyclefornottinghamshire.org.uk/
Blears asks councils to bid for more powers
The communities secretary, Hazel Blears has formally invited town halls to submit requests for new powers to improve the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of their areas.  Her invitation was made under the Sustainable Communities Act, which allows councils to submit proposals on what central Government can do to promote the sustainability of their areas.

The Department for Communities and Local Government says that the proposals put forward could provide solutions to any number of issues, including tackling climate change, strengthening local economies or increasing social inclusion.

Local authorities have until July next year to put forward proposals.

Speaking yesterday at a Local Government Association conference, Blears said: "I'm inviting local authorities, in discussion with the people they represent, to tell us in government what we can do to help their local community thrive.  It's about turning assumptions of power upside down. Less of Whitehall calling the shots and more of men and women everywhere getting together and working with their council to set the agenda for what happens in their town or village."

More information is on the website at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/firstinvitation
Consultation launched on changes to horse identification legislation

Defra has launched a consultation to revise the existing equine identification legislation. The consultation period runs from 10 November 2008 to 10 February 2009.

The main requirement for the new Horse Identification legislation is the compulsory microchipping of foals born after 1 July 2009. This requirement will not be retrospective for older horses.

Horses are currently required to have identification but the new regulation aims to improve the method of identification by linking each ID issued to an electronic microchip implanted into the animal. Linking the microchip and ID, which are both recorded as a unique life number on a national database, will reduce risks to human health by stopping certain animals entering the food chain, help disease surveillance and aid recovery of lost or stolen horses.

The purpose of the consultation is to seek views on draft Regulations intended to apply Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 in England.  The consultation document is confined to the application of a number of derogations provided for in the Regulation, along with new offences created and penalties for non compliance.

The consultation can be found at: www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/equine-id/index.htm 

Over £100 m to help councils unlock their housing market

Councils have available over a £100,000,000 to help maintain the building of the family and first-time buyer homes still desperately needed.  The 2008-09 Housing and Planning Delivery Grant (HPDG) will provide for the first time additional direct funding top up for councils to ensure that new homes are built where families need them.

The Government has already announced a series of measures to alleviate the current challenges in the housing market and support the vital delivery of more homes over the long-term.  While many councils already deliver good quality homes quickly, it is vital that all continue to be flexible and responsive given the current economic climate. Properly identifying land for homes will help hard working families and give the house building industry greater certainty around development proposals.  This new incentive will ensure that councils are able to act now. Those rewarded councils can decide locally how best to spend this extra funding.
For Nottinghamshire:




Total 
    Total
Total




Planning   Housing   
HPDG




Element    Element
Allocation

Nottinghamshire CC
£45,403 
£0 
£45,403

Ashfield DC 
£103,400 
£136,484 
£239,884

Bassetlaw DC 
£93,063 
£12,824 
£105,887

Broxtowe BC 
£82,725 
£2,748 
£85,473

Gedling BC 
£93,063
£0
£93,063

Mansfield DC
£93,063 
£0 
£93,063

Newark and Sherwood 
£93,063 
£191,444 
£284,507

Rushcliffe BC
£103,400 
£50,380 
£153,780

Following evaluation of the challenges received the final allocations shows the breakdown between planning and housing elements and the amount of grant awarded under each category resulting from the revised allocations. Available at: www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/1053421.pdf 

Parish Power

Communities Secretary Hazel Blears has outlined plans to encourage new town and parish councils to be set up so that more decision-making powers are devolved to local people, and said she particularly wanted to see more set up in urban areas.

Recently passed legislation means that parish councils can now be established in London for the first time in 45 years.

Over £750,000 will be allocated to the National Association of Local Councils to help communities create new town and parish councils, particularly in urban areas, and to encourage both new and existing councils to work to meet the highest possible standards in service delivery and community engagement.

Working with organisations including the Local Government Association, the Society of Local Council Clerks and the Participatory Budgeting Unit, the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) will develop new good practice guidance on devolving decision-making, a revitalised National Training Strategy for town and parish councillors, and help for councillors to encourage greater community involvement.

New and existing councils that successfully meet approved standards will be recognised through NALC's Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme - it is hoped that the number of Quality Councils could rise from around 650 today, to as many as 2,500 by April 2011.

There are currently 8,900 parish councils and 70,000 elected parish councillors in England, covering 90 per cent of the country.  Although small in size, they perform key functions in their local communities, such as managing parks and allotments, maintaining community halls and investing in community transport projects.

Nineteen new parish and town councils were set up last year.  However changes announced in February make it easier for principal authorities to respond to community demands for new parish councils, without seeking Government approval.

Parish councils have been a popular and effective way to represent the views of local people, particularly in rural areas.  Now, Ms Blears is looking to parish, town and neighbourhood councils to repeat their success in England's cities, representing people in densely-populated, urban areas - and, in recognition of the impact they can make, changes have been made so that, for the first time since 1963, parish councils can now be created in London.

Communities in Control: real power, real people was published on 9 July, 2008, and can be found at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/communitiesincontrol  Details of new powers to create parish councils were published on 15 February 2008 and can be found at: www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/697732 

Flood Funding

Floods Recovery Minister John Healey today announced that 25 councils helping over 1,500 flood-hit families pay their council tax bills will share over £1.2 million government funding.

The money will be paid to local authorities who are giving discretionary council tax discounts to flood-hit households.  In many cases these families will now be back home and council tax discounts will cover periods over the last month between the council tax exemption ending and the family returning home.  Monies in Nottinghamshire will go to:

Bassetlaw District Council
£26,169 for 30 families

Newark and Sherwood DC
£2,827 for 8 families 

Women of Worth Awards 
The East Midlands Women of Worth (WoW) Awards 2009 are open for nominations. The aim of the WoW Awards is to find the East Midlands’ outstanding female entrepreneurs. There are three award categories: Business Woman of the Year; Best Young Business of the Year and Most Innovative Business.  

The closing date for entries is Monday 26 January. Application forms and the full criteria for entry can be found on the emda website at www.emda.org.uk/wie
ECO-Towns

The second round of consultation on eco-towns now runs until 19 February 2009.  As part of this consultation a new website has been launched at www.directgov.uk/ecotownshaveyoursay to both explain the eco-towns concept and standards, and to invite comments and ideas.

----o0o----

White Water Course at Holme Pierrepont

Work is underway on a major upgrade to the white water course at the National Water Sports Centre at Holme Pierrepont making it a world-leading sporting facility. The £700,000 revamp funded by Sport England has been given the go ahead by Nottinghamshire County Council and will see significant improvement both for recreational use and elite canoeing sports.

The improvements are due to be completed by the end of February 2009.  This will give British athletes time to practice on the upgraded course ahead of the European Canoe Slalom Championships being held at Holme Pierrepont between 28 and 31 May 2009.  The facility will also be the first choice for our athletes to train at, until the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic venue, Broxbourne, opens in 2011.

The National Water Sports Centre is the training base of David Florence, who won a silver medal in the slalom canoeing at the Beijing Olympics. He said:  “The upgrade is great news for the whole canoe team and will help us in our bid for more medals in 2012 as it will replicate many of the challenges we’ll face in the Olympic course at Broxbourne. The introduction of moveable obstacles will ensure the white water course also provides a great experience for the tens of thousands of sports enthusiasts who use it every year. I hope my Olympic success can persuade even more people to get involved in our great sport.”

The course will be closed while the improvements are carried out but as a gesture of goodwill, annual pass holders will have their membership extended by this period of time.

The British Canoe Union consulted with a wide range of users of the facilities and this input helped in the development of an improved and flexible design.

Benefits of the upgrade include:

· increased flow and water depths

· increased flexibility in course layout and use of features

· creation of a new intermediate paddler and rescue training area

· widened channel areas allowing high flows

· new concrete platforms to provide launch/rescue points and large climbing holds placed at exit points.

The upgraded course will be run by Nottinghamshire County Council from 1 April 2009 when they take over take over the management, operation and redevelopment of the National Water Sports Centre.  

The new arrangements for the centre could see an investment of around £10 m into the new site, to upgrade current facilities and develop a range of new activities and attractions.  

County Councillor Chris Baron, Cabinet Member for Environment and Sustainability, said: “The new course will be fantastic both for elite canoeists to train and for recreational users to have fun.  The increased flow and features of the course will make it a white knuckle ride for white water rafters and a real challenge for canoeists.  This is the first of our promises of our exciting plans for the centre we have delivered that will assure its reputation as a premier sports facility in the country”.

Charles Johnston, Property Director at Sport England, said: “Sport England’s investment in upgrading the white water course is great news for the thousands of sports enthusiasts who use the facilities at Holme Pierrepont.  The flexible design means it will be easy to adapt the course for different users as well as giving our top canoeists the best chance of success at the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.”

Sherwood Forest Visitors Centre gets the green light 

Nottinghamshire County Council today approved the final funding needed for an iconic new visitors centre at Sherwood Forest.  The County Council approved the additional capital funding of £1.8 m which, combined with their already secured £6.7 m and £2 m contributed from East Midlands Development Agency (emda) through The Alliance Sub-regional Strategic Partnership, gives the full £10.5 m needed to deliver the attraction. 

The new centre which, already attracts 400,000 visitors a year, is planned to open in autumn 2010 and hopes to increase visitors by 25% and will help businesses in the region by generating £7.5 m of additional annual income and support around 310 new jobs in local trade and tourism.  The new centre which is being designed and project managed by Nottinghamshire County Council will include the following zones:

· Welcome - providing gathering/waiting space and a tourist information point

· Catering - including café and restaurant for up to 180 people, with an external terrace

· Retail - selling a range of products which are different from local traders, in order to enhance and not duplicate existing trade

· Learning - classrooms to educate school children and adults on conservation and the special ecology of Sherwood

· Space - for conferences, weddings, functions or corporate use.

The main attraction inside the centre will be a visitor experience, which takes visitors on a journey through a series of areas which educate and entertain.  The main show is a circular 360 degree film presentation telling the history of the forest through the eyes of one of its oldest inhabitants - the Major Oak. 

Plans are currently being developed for a public consultation before a planning application is submitted early in the New Year.  

Works would then begin in autumn 2009 and be completed in autumn 2010; the current visitors centre will not close until the new centre is open and operational.

Travelling Together Update

Travelling Together is a Supporting People funded service available for Gypsy and Travellers living in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. 

From 1 July 2008 the work has been delivered through a partnership between Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire (RCAN) and Framework.  Framework concentrate on working in Nottingham city and RCAN have expanded their service of supporting Gypsies and Travellers in the district of Newark and Sherwood, to a county wide provision. 

The service accepts referrals regarding Gypsies and Travellers of all ethnicities and can work with each client for up to 2 years.  Support plans and risk assessments are drawn up in consultation with service users, and where appropriate front-line staff will visit clients in their own homes, on an appointment basis.  In addition to this service, RCAN offer a weekly drop-in each Monday morning at Framework’s One Stop Shop on Castle Gate, Newark and continue to offer support to Gypsies and Travellers who are considering their housing options.  

For further information about the county service contact Lynn, Anne or Julie at Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire on 01623 727600
For further information about the city service contact the central access point at Framework on 0800 0556184
Launch of Good Practice Guide for Community Buildings

Running a community building can be daunting and with an abundance of legislation, those managing community buildings can wonder where to start! However, help is at hand.

“Guidelines and Good Practice for Managing Your Community Hall” is based on examples of good practice and provides an ideal starting point for management committees who want to ensure they provide a facility with high standards of maintenance and governance.  Published by the Nottinghamshire Association of Village Halls, with assistance from Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire, the guide acts as a checklist for those things which must be done and those which are best practice. 

The guide costs £10 including postage and packaging and proceeds will go towards improving the village hall service in Nottinghamshire.

Training Event

In conjunction with Community Action for Energy, Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire and the Nottinghamshire Association for Village and Community Halls are running Energy Auditing for Community Buildings.  

Boughton Village Hall will host the event on Tuesday 3 February 2009, 10 am-4 pm. There is no charge for the event and delegates will receive a free lunch and refreshments. However, it is asked that a £10 deposit is made to secure your place which will be refunded on attendance.

This training event will outline how to carry out a basic energy audit of a community building, including monitoring of consumption and identifying the potential savings that could be made through the introduction of energy efficiency improvements. It will also enable you to meet other community building management committees to share experiences.

To obtain a copy of the guide or for more information on the event contact 

Katie Wilson, Village Halls Advisor at Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire on 01623 727600 or e-mail kwilson@rcan.org.uk

Welcome to new clerks:

Mr A Potter, Lowdham Parish Council

Mr D Langmead, North and South Wheatley

Parish Council

Mr G Morrall, East Markham Parish Council

Full details are on the website at: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm
Parish websites:

* Denotes Quality Parish Council status

** Several parishes have a website through Newark and Sherwood District Council’s website: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/service/detail.asp?id=1770

Annesley/Felley: Annesley-felley.org.uk

Aslockton: www.aslockton.org

Balderton: www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Barton in Fabis: www.bartoninfabispc.org.uk

Beckingham cum Saundby: beckingham-northnotts.org.uk 

Bingham: www.bingham-tc.gov.uk*

Blyth: www.blythvillage.co.uk

Calverton: www.calvertonpc.co.uk

Collingham: www.collingham-notts.org.uk

Colwick: www.colwickpc.org.uk

Costock: www.costockvillage.com

Cotgrave: www.cotgrave-tc.gov.uk*

Cropwell Bishop: www.cropwellbishop.com

Eakring: www.eakring.org

East Bridgford: www.eastbridgford.com

East Leake: www.east-leake.gov.uk*

Eastwood: www.eastwood-town-council.org.uk*

Everton: www.evertonvillage.org.uk*

Farndon: www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/gold/ viewGold.asp?IDType+Page&ID=9617**

Farnsfield: www.farnsfield-pc.gov.uk

Gotham: www.gothamvillage.org.uk

Granby cum Sutton: www.parish.council.freeuk.com

Greasley: www.greasleypc.co.uk

Gringley on the Hill: www.gringleyvillage.org.uk*

Harby: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/harby

Holme Pierrepont and Gamston: www.holmepierrepontandgamstonpc.org.uk

Hoveringham: www.hoveringham.org.uk

Keyworth: www.keyworthparishcouncil.org.uk

Kingston on Soar: www.kingston-on-soar.co.uk

Kinoulton: www.kinoulton.com

Kimberley: www.kimberley-online.org.uk/4724.html

Lambley: www.lambleyvillage.org.uk

Langar cum Barnstone: www.theparishcouncil.org

Laneham: www.laneham.org.uk

Linby:  www.linby.org 

Mattersey: www.matterseypc.co.uk

Misson: www.missonparish.net

Misterton: www.misterton-notts-pc.gov.uk*

Newark: www.newark.gov.uk

Newstead: www.newsteadvillage.org

Normanton on Soar: www.normanton-on-soar.co.uk*

North/South Wheatley: northandsouthwheatleyvillage.co.uk

Nuthall: www.nuthallparishcouncil.co.uk 

Orston: www.orstonparish.co.uk
Oxton: www.oxtonpc.org.uk

Papplewick: www.papplewick.org

Radcliffe on Trent:  www.radcliffe-grangehall.co.uk/links*

Ranskill: www.ranskill.org.uk*

Ravenshead: www.ravensheadparishcouncil.org.uk

Rempstone: www.rempstone.netfirms.com
Rhodesia: www.uk.geocities/com/b.quarrington@btinternet.com

South Leverton: geocities.com/slevnotts_webmast

Southwell: www.southwellcouncil.com 

Stanton on the Wolds: www.stantononthewoldsparishcouncil.gov.uk

Stapleford: www.stapleford-notts.co.uk/town%20council.htm

Sturton le Steeple: www.sturton-le-steeple.org.uk
Sutton Bonington: www.suttonbonington.org

Tollerton: www.tollerton.org

Trowell: www.trowell.org.uk

Warsop: www.warsopweb.co.uk*

Woodborough:www.woodboroughpc.org.uk

Wysall: www.wysall.com

City and County websites/Tel Numbers:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk    0115 915 5555

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk  0115 982 3823

District Council websites:

www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk

www.bassetlaw.gov.uk

www.broxtowe.gov.uk

www.gedling.gov.uk

www.mansfield.gov.uk

www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

www.rushcliffe.gov.uk

Other useful websites:

www.naturalengland.org.uk

www.defra.gov.uk
www.emda.org.uk

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/youthzone

Government News: www.number10.gov.uk

Communities and local government www.communities.gov.uk
National Association of Local Councils: www.nalc.gov.uk/

Direct Gov: www.direct.gov.uk/

Useful Telephone Numbers:

County Council Customer 

Service Centre: 
08449 808080
County Council Waste hotline:
0115 977 1019

Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111 

Domestic Violence: 
0808 800 0340

Floodline: 
0845 988 1188

Report Racial Abuse:
0800 085 8511

Smell Gas?
0800 111 999

Victim Support: 
0115 852 3506

Nottinghamshire Association 

 of Local Councils:


01636 816890

Rural Community Action 

 Nottinghamshire (formerly 

 Notts Rural Community Council): 
01623 727600

District Council Telephone Numbers:

Ashfield:
01623 450000

Bassetlaw:
01909 533533

Broxtowe:
0115 917 7777

Mansfield:
01623 463463

Gedling:
0115 901 3901

Newark and Sherwood:
01636 650000

Your District Council Contacts:

Ashfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 457004

Bassetlaw District Council

Public Relations 

01909 533726

Broxtowe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 917 3743

Gedling Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 901 3801

Mansfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 463021

Newark and Sherwood District Council

Public Relations 

01636 655255

Rushcliffe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 914 8555

Your Newsletter

This newsletter is sent to Town and Parish Councils/Meetings, for distribution.  Names and addresses are held on a database.  

I want mail to get to the right people without delay so please help by informing me of any changes as it is my responsibility to inform others within the authority who mail out to parish councils.  

Parish contact details, the code of practice and this newsletter are on the authority's website at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm

Please contact me if you have: 

Changes of Parish Clerks details

Articles for Countylink
information of an event during January/February 2009 in your parish

requests for extra copies of Countylink

information/links/photographs you would like to add to your details on the Nottinghamshire County Council’s website.

Barbara Worrall

Contacting us:

Post:
Barbara Worrall, Strategic Partnerships, Chief Executive’s Department Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP

Phone:
0115 977 4085

Fax:
0115 977 3859

E-mail:
countylink@nottscc.gov.uk

Internet:
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countylink.htm

Published:  December 2008

This information is available in other formats

Deadline date for articles for the next issue is:

15 January 2009
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